Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Emily Strong

	Subject:  Social Studies – American Revolution 

	Grade Level:  5th 

	Class Time Required:  45 minutes to an hour

	Lesson Title: Loyalists vs. Patriots - Day 3


Essential Question:
	What are the advantages and disadvantages of choosing to be a loyalist or patriot?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Background - 
Students will start off the lesson by looking at a hand colored engraving by Paul Revere of the Boston Massacre, 1770.  Students will finish and review the Venn Diagram we started from previous lesson (Loyalists vs. Patriots – Day 2).  Students then choose what side they would take if they were a colonist at the time, and begin brainstorming/prewriting a persuasive letter to another colonist . 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	4.02 Explain when, where, why, and how groups of people settled in different regions of the United States

4.04 Describe the causes and effects of the American Revolution, and analyze their influence on the adoption of the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

2.01 Analyze major documents that formed the foundations of the American idea of constitutional government.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  

Paul Revere, “The Bloody Massacre perpetrated in King –Street, Boston on March 5, 1770” 1770. From the Gilder Lehrman Collection, GLC 1868.
Secondary Sources:  

Venn Diagram (attached)
Other Materials:  

Chart Paper (Teacher Venn Diagram), markers, Students’ Social Studies Notebook


	Technology: Projector or Document Camera


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Display The Boston Massacre, 1770 document by projecting it on the whiteboard.  Have a 5 to 10 minute discussion about the hand-colored engraving by Paul Revere.  

	Teacher led instruction

Have the students pull out the Venn Diagram on Advantages and Disadvantages of Loyalists vs. Patriots that they started yesterday.   Finish if needed and review reasons for being a Patriot and a Loyalist through a teacher led discussion.

	Guided Practice  

Tell students that today they get to be an American colonist living back in 1775.  Give students about 3 minutes to choose a name and a job that they would do (Have a list common names and jobs from that time available up on the board for students that might have difficulty with this.)  Let a few students share their name and job.  Tell student based off the reading, role-playing, and notes that we’ve come up with, think about what you would do if you really were a colonist living back in that time.  Would you be a patriot or a loyalist?  For the next 3 minutes, have students discuss with a partner sitting by them what they would choose and reasons why they’ve made that decision.  Call on students to share what they picked and one reason why.  Tell students that a fresh group of people are sailing over from Britain to live in their colony.  They need to recruit as many people as they can to join their side.  Have them write a persuasive letter to the new colonists telling them why they should be a Patriot or a Loyalist.

	Independent Practice

Students begin prewriting and organizing their ideas/points for being a Loyalist or a Patriot.

If time, students may begin writing rough draft.

	Closure  
Remind students that they will be working on these letters for the next couple days.  Have a few students share what they’ve started on with their letter so far.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Students will participate in a discussion about the opposing sides and tension between the colonies & Britain.

Students will write a Persuasive Letter on why they think colonists should join their side as a Loyalist or a Patriot.

Assessment of the Lesson:
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

http://www.bostonmassacre.net/gravure.htm
2008 Boston Massacre Historical Society - ”Paul Revere's Engraving – Explained”

This just gives teachers some background information on Paul Revere’s engraving of the Boston Massacre.  Has some interesting facts that would be neat to share and discuss with your students.  Feel free to check it out.

Attachments:   Teacher created Venn Diagram
