Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan

	Author: Elizabeth Brown

	Subject: Social Studies

	Grade Level: 5th 

	Class Time Required: 45-50 minutes

	Lesson Title: Loyalists vs. Patriots - Day 2


Essential Question:

	Why do people side with the Loyalists or the Patriots? What makes them choose?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Read Aloud: 
· Review reasons for opposing sides & tension b/w the colonies & Britain
· Role playing: “The Boston Massacre”
· Arrange notes in a Venn Diagram: “Advantages & Disadvantages of Loyalists vs. Patriots”




Lesson Plan Objectives:


	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…


Explain why a colonist would choose to be a Loyalist or a Patriot.

4.02 Explain when, where, why, and how groups of people settled in different regions of the United States

4.04 Describe the causes and effects of the American Revolution, and analyze their influence on the adoption of the Articles of Confederation, Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.

2.01 Analyze major documents that formed the foundations of the American idea of constitutional government.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 

· Everybody’s Revolution: A New Look at the People Who Won America’s Freedom by Thomas Fleming. ISBN 978-0-545-01974-3

· Fight For Freedom: The American Revolution War by Benson Bobrick. ISBN 978-0-439-02413-6

Secondary Sources: 

· http://www.mandygregory.com/Social%20Studies/TheBostonMassacrereaderstheater.doc : “The Boston Massacre” reader’s theater (attached)

· Teacher created Venn Diagram (attached)

	Technology: 

Internet access



	Other Materials: 

SS Notebooks, chart paper, markers




Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Read Aloud: Everybody’s Revolution: A New Look at the People Who Won America’s Freedom p. 8-10 and Fight For Freedom: The American Revolution War p. 40-41.

	Teacher led instruction

· Review reasons for opposing sides and tension between the colonies & Britain. This comes from the guided notes taken while reading their textbook.


	Guided Practice  

· Read together aloud the reader’s theater “The Boston Massacre.” 

· This can be done in a variety of ways: teacher read, round robin, popcorn – whatever works for your students.



	Independent Practice

· Role playing: “The Boston Massacre” reader’s theater
· There are 15 roles. Assign roles according to your style and class needs depending on the numbers. 


	Guided Practice

· Arrange notes gathered during previous lesson (Loyalists vs. Patriots - Day 1) from reading in textbook into a Venn Diagram: “Advantages & Disadvantages of Loyalists vs. Patriots” 
· Create a class diagram on chart paper for the class to see. Have students create their own in their SS notebooks. This will later be used in the following lesson for their planning and prewriting stage for their persuasive letter.


	Closure

· Journal: If you could play any role in “The Boston Massacre” play we did in class, what would it be and why?


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will participate in a discussion about the opposing sides and tension between the colonies & Britain

· Students will role play a scene from the Boston Massacre

· Students will help create a class and individual Venn Diagram comparing the advantages & disadvantages of being a Loyalist or a Patriot

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
http://www.mandygregory.com/Social%20Studies/TheBostonMassacrereaderstheater.doc
By Mandy Gregory. “The Boston Massacre” reader’s theater play.

Attachments:

“The Boston Massacre” play (attached)

Teacher created Venn Diagram (attached)

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

