Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Emily Strong

	Subject:  Social Studies

	Grade Level:  5th 

	Class Time Required:  45 minutes

	Lesson Title:  Preamble to the Constitution – Day 2


Essential Question:
	What is the Constitution?

Why does the Constitution exist?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will breakdown and understand the Preamble to the Constitution through reading David Catrow’s We the Kids-The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States and creating their own illustrations of the different phrases.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to explain what the Constitution is and why it exists.





Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  Preamble to the Constitution (U.S. Constitution, Final Version)/ We the Kids-The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States, Illustrations and Foreword by David Catrow. ISBN  0-14-240276-1

Secondary Sources:  student version of Preamble from We the Kids/ white copy paper/ markers/ color pencils/ crayons



	Technology:  Smart Board (optional), Projector and Document Camera


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Review K.W.L. chart we filled out the day before of the Constitution.

	Teacher led instruction

Read “Big Words, Big Ideas” from We the Kids.

	Guided Practice  

Choral read phrases; Using illustrations from the book and the explanations from student version worksheet, discuss and analyze each phrase’s meaning.

	Independent Practice

Assign each student a different part of the preamble.  Students create their own illustrations to represent their phrase from the Preamble.  

	Closure

Students share illustrations and put their drawings together to make their own class book.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Students’ illustration

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
