Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Elizabeth Moore Brown

	Subject: Social Studies – The Revolution

	Grade Level: 5th 

	Class Time Required: 45 min

	Lesson Title: Preamble to the Constitution – Day 3


Essential Question:

	What is the Constitution?

Why does the Constitution exist?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	After better understanding the Constitution, students will now apply its meaning to the classroom by creating a “Classroom Contitution.”


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

Explain what the Constitution is and why it exists.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 

“U.S. Constitution, Final Version, 1787”

“We the Kids – The Preamble to the Constitution of the United States” Illustrations and Foreword by David Catrow. ISBN 0-14-240276-1.


	Technology: 

Laptop, internet, projector, document camera



	Other Materials: 

SS Notebook, poster board, markers, colored pencils, crayons


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Start the lesson by showing a variety of clip from the internet featuring the Preamble to the Constitution



	Teacher led instruction

Discuss connections between The Constitution and home – phrase by phrase

	Guided Practice  

· Create class chart of ideas created during the discussion.

· Go over and discuss rubric for Classroom Constitutions (5 examples of what their part looks like in the classroom; illustrations; presentation). 

· Groups get one of 5 phrases

	Independent Practice

· Put students into 5 groups

· Students work together to make posters and plan presentation

· All students take notes in SS Notebook while other groups are presenting (at least 3 examples and a question for the group)

· Presentations (5 minutes each)

	Closure

· Discussion and Q&A


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will create posters to display their part of the “Classroom Constitution”

· Students will take notes on all groups presenting and will have a chance to ask at least one question to a presenting group.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

www.youtube.com
Constitution Preamble – Schoolhouse Rock - 2:45 

www.youtube.com
Barney Fife and the Preamble to the Constitution - 2:50

Classic comedy bit where Don Knotts as Barney Fife demonstrates his masterful memorization, or lack there of

www.youtube.com
Preamble to the Constitution recited by a 2 year old - 0:42

www.scholtube.com
The Preamble: Constitution Day – 3:09

Music video created by elementary school students featuring the Schoolhouse Rock Preamble music

