Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniella Stamm

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 90 Minute

	Lesson Title: What role did African Americans play during the American Revolution


Essential Question:

	What impact did African Americans have during the American Revolution? 




Brief Description of Lesson:

	After receiving a review lecture on the American Revolution and the individuals who played prominent roles students will then exam what role African Americans played. They will read letters, quotes, and petitions and examine a portrait to understand the role of African Americans. Students will then participate in a class discussion about the readings. To conclude the lesson students will then answer the following questions provided at the end of the documents. To check their understanding the students will respond to the following question- “What role did African Americans play during the American Revolution?”


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to… Understand the role of African Americans during the American Revolution; gain knowledge that will allow them to compare the role African Americans played in the American Revolution with that of the role they played during the Civil War and how they were viewed by loyalist and patriots during the war. This lesson is aligned with NCSCOS goal -1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.





Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Letter from Abigail Adams to John Adams, Portrait by unknown artist of an unidentified African American seaman, drawing by Daniel Chodowiecki 1784, Petition for Salem Poor of Andover, Baron von Closen quote, Samuel Johnson quote, 

Secondary Sources: African American Biographies- Agrippo Hull


	Technology: None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Have the students create a list to answer the following open-ended questions: “What did the American Revolution mean to Americans?” and “What did it mean to African American and what were African Americans fighting for?”

	Teacher led instruction- 20 minute lecture will be given reviewing the American Revolution, the roles played by both Patriots and Loyalist, the purpose of the American Revolution and what African Americans were doing during this time. 

	Guided Practice - Students will then read primary sources, aloud, that depict the roles African Americans played during the war. As a class we will discuss the questions following each reading.


	Independent Practice- Students will write a short essay, for homework, answering the following question: “What role did African Americans play during the American Revolution?” They must provide examples from the class discussion to support their claims.


	Closure - Students will conclude the lesson by restating the content learned from examining the documents. They will also be provided an opportunity to give their opinion on the impact of African Americans during the American Revolution.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Assessment will be checked at various points within the lesson. 

Check Point 1 – Students will be asked to verbally summarize the documents as each is read 

Check Point 2 - Students will be asked to answer the questions following each document

Check Point 3 – Students will write a short essay in which they must use information from the documents to support their argument

Check Point 4- Student will then recap the lesson by verbally communicating what roles African Americans played and their significance as well as providing their viewpoint based on the content they learned.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

I will reflect on the lesson by taking notes on the students’ verbal responses to various open-ended questions. I will also examine the short answer responses to the questions that preceded the documents. I will then evaluate their essays to determine if they understood the content.

Supplemental Information for Teachers: N/A

Internet Resources: N/A

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments: See Attached 
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Image Credit: The Newport Historical Society (P999)
Describe how the individual in this picture is portrayed.

What does this picture tell you about the individual?

Abigail Adams's letter to her husband 
Bofton [...] Sep 22 1774 

I have juft returnd from a visit to my Brother, with my Father who carried me there the day before yesterday -- and called here in my return to see this much injured Town. I view it with much the same senfations that I should the body of a departed friend -- only [put]of its prefent glory -- for to [irk] finally to a more happy state. I will not despair, but will believe that our caufe being good we shall finally prevail. The [mascine] in time of peace prepair for war -- (if this may be called a time of peace) refounds throughout the Country, [...] [...] they are [warned] at Braintree all above 14 and under 60 to attend with their arms and to train once a fortnight from that time is a Scheme which lays much at heart with many. 

Scot has arrived, and brings news that he expected to find all peace and quietnefs here as he left them at home -- you will have more particulars than I am able to send you from much better hands. There has been in Town confpiracy of the Negroes -- at prefent it is kept pretty private and was difcovered by one who endeavourd to difuaid them from it -- he being threatened with his life applied to juftice Quincy for protection -- they conducted in this ways -- got an [...] man to draw up a petition to the Govener telling him they would fight for him provided he would arm them and engage to liberate them if he conquerd -- and it is said that he attended so much to it as to [confuet] [...] upon it -- and one [...] has been very bufy and active -- there is but little said, and what steps they will take in confequence of it I know not -- I wifh moft fincerely there was not a flave in the province -- it allways appeard a moft iniquitous fcheme to me. fight ourfelfs for what we are daily [ebbing] and plundering from thofe who have as good a right freedom as we have -- you know my mind upon this fubject. I left all our little ones well, and fhall return to them to night. I hope to hear from you by the return of the heaven of this and by [Revere] -- I long for the Day of your return, yet look upon you much fafer where you are, but know it will not do for you -- not one action has been brought to this court, no briefings of any fort in your way -- all law [...]. and the [...] will soon follow -- for they are supporters of each other -- adieu my father hurries me Yours moft fincerely

Abigail Adams 
Courtesy Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston 

What are some of the key words, sentences or phrases in this letter that help you understand its meaning?

What was the purpose of this letter? What message is Abigail trying to convey?
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Bostonians, including African Americans, rioted against the Stamp Act in 1765, one of the key events in the coming of

the American Revolution. Etching by Daniel Berger based on drawings by Daniel Chodowiecki, 1784. Library of Congress.
Describe what you see in this picture.

Salem Poor of Andover

The Petition

The subscribers begg leave, to Report to your Honorable House (which wee do in justice to the caracter of so Brave a Man), that, under Our Own observation, Wee declare that a Negro Man, called Salem Poor, of Col. Fryes regiment, Capt. Ames company, in the late Battle at Charlestown, behaved like an Experienced officer, as well as an Excellent Soldier, to set forth Particulars of his conduct would be tedious, Wee Would Only begg leave to say in the Person of this said Negro Centers a brave and gallant soldier. The Reward due to so great and Distinguisht a Caracter, Wee Submit to the Congress.

Cambridge, Dec. 5, 1775

Jona Brewer, Col.

Thomas Nixon Lt. Col

Wm. Prescott Col.

Ephm Corey Lieut

Joseph Baker Lieut

Joshua Read Lieut

To the Honorable General Court of the Massachusetts Bay

Jonas Richardson Capt

Eliphalet Bodwell Left

Josiah Foster Lieut

Ebenr Varnum Lt

Wm Hudson Ballard Capt

William Smith Capn

John Martin S___of a ___

Lieut Richard Welsh

In Council Decr 21 1775

Read and Sent Down

Perez Morton Sec’y

Recommendation of Salem Poor a free Negro for his Bravery at Battle of Charlestown

leave to withdraw it To the Honorable General Court of the Massachusetts Bay
What key points are stated in this message?

What was the purpose of this petition?
Baron von Closen, a member of Rochambeau's French army at Yorktown, wrote in July 1781, "A quarter of them [the American army] are Negroes, merry, confident and sturdy."

"How is it that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty among the drivers of Negroes?" Samuel Johnson, the great English writer and dictionary maker, posed this question in 1775.

The statements listed above were made by individuals during the American Revolution. What conclusion can you draw from them?
