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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Leah Ashley

	Subject:  Civics and Economics (non-honors)

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required:   2 90 minute blocks:

· 1 block: Notes/lecture, collaborative analysis, inquiry

·  2 block: Socratic seminar

	Lesson Title: Religion and the American Revolution


Essential Question:
	· What contributed to the religious character of early America and how did it play a role and effect the American Revolution?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	· Students will take knowledge from class lecture/analysis of primary documents/research and apply it to a Socratic seminar on religion and its impact on early America.  




Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
Civics and Economics 

· Goal 1: Learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy. 

· Objective 1.01: Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social and political life in colonial America. 
· Objective 1.04: Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
· Understand how religion played a major role in the American Revolution
· Articulate views on the impact of religion in American history


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

· US Preamble 
·  NC State Preamble(attached)
· Visuals: watercolor/needlework

· Sermons
Secondary Sources:

· Historical notes/text 


	Technology: 

· LCD projector to project notes/visuals


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Engage students with visual: 

· Compare and Contrast side by side on data projector or overhead, the US Preamble and the NC Preamble. **illustrates local connection
· Open discussion on topic/or choose students by picking a name at random with Popsicle sticks. Each stick has a student name. 

	Teacher led instruction: 
· Teacher will lead into topic/lecture: Religion and the American Revolution

	Guided Practice  

Prior to Socratic Seminar

· Introduce format of Socratic seminar. Students will be split into an inner circle and outer circle. The inner circle discusses focus questions and the outer circle observes inner circle using rubric. Halfway through, the circles switch so that all students have chance to participate in discussion. For this discussion, outer circle will take notes on how many times inner circle participants defend their ideas with specific examples. 
Goals of seminar:

· Student led discussion

· Hear, respect and voice different opinions

· Have a respectful conversation (way to practice normal conversation skills!)
· Include all members of the circle in the discussion **can return to popsicle sticks to choose students if no one wants to start OR teacher can pose first open question to get the ball rolling**
Notes and discussion of Religion in American Revolution/ Analysis of sources


	Independent Practice

· Note taking, reading documents, analyzing
· Socratic Seminar 

	Closure
· Student OER sheet:  Observation, Evaluation and Reflection (attached)



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will periodically be probed via choral responses
· Completion of Socratic seminar

· Completion of OER sheet

· Teacher approved Socratic seminar open-ended questions (2 per student)
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

· Source 1: 
· Web address: 


http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/vc006408.jpg
· Author and Title:
Silk, Weft-silk fabric, foil wrapped threads, paper, watercolor,
 Faith Robinson Trumbull (1718-1780) c. 1770
Lyman Allyn Art Museum at Connecticut College, New London, Connecticut (84)
· Brief synopsis of the source:  Understanding the Revolution using scripture
Needlework is an example of, “how many colonists understood political events in terms of familiar Bible stories. The creator of the work saw Absalom as a patriot, rebelling against and suffering from the arbitrary rule of his father King David (symbolizing George III). The king, shown at the top left, is playing his harp, evidently oblivious to the anguish of his children in the American colonies. The figure executing Absalom--David's commander Joab in the Old Testament story--is dressed as a British red coat.”
· Source 2:

· Web address: 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/vc006582.jpg
· Author and Title:
God Arising And Pleading His People's Cause; Or The American War . . . Shewn To Be The Cause Of God
Abraham Keteltas
Newbury-Port: John Mycall for Edmund Sawyer, 1777 
Rare Book and Special Collections Division, Library of Congress (87)

· Brief synopsis of the source:
 Excerpt from sermon 

· Source 3: 
· Web address: 
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/f0307s.jpg
· Author and Title:

Watercolor once in possession of Edward W. Richardson. 

Copyprint courtesy of the Pennsylvania Society of Sons of the Revolution
and Its Color Guard (91)

· Brief synopsis of the source:
Revolutionary Battle flag with religious inscriptions

· Source 4:

· Web address:
www.loc/gov/exhibits/religion/rel06.htm
· Author and Title:
Bonomi, Patricia. “Religious Pluralism in the Middle colonies.” Divining America, Teacher Serve. National Humanities Center


· Brief synopsis of the source
       Religious Pluralism in the Middle Colonies 

· Source 5:

· Web address:
http://www.loc.gov/rr/rarebook/
· Author and Title:
Letter Concerning Toleration
John Locke, London: A. Millar, H. Woodruff, et al., 1765

· Brief synopsis of the source:


Letter on religious toleration by English philosopher John Locke
Attachments:

· Socratic Seminar OER sheet (attached in email for use with permission of colleague Somer Stahl)
· Socratic Seminar 3 rules sheet(attached in email)
· NC Preamble(attached in email)
