Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Dianne Russell

	Subject: Civics

	Grade Level: 10

	Class Time Required: 45  minutes

	Lesson Title: On The Fence


Essential Question:

	If you were a “fence sitter”, would Thomas Paine’s Common Sense have convinced you to join the Patriot cause?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students have been studying the American Revolution and the roles various individuals played as either a Patriot or Loyalist.  Students are to pretend they are “fence sitters” during this time and have not declared their loyalty to either the Crown or the colonists. Students will then be given an excerpt of “Common Sense” to read and analyze. They will then determine if his argument was strong enough to sway them to join the Patriots cause. This argument will be expressed in a short essay. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to… understand Thomas Paine’s argument for supporting independence from Great Britain. 

This lesson will also follow NCSCOS goals and objectives:

1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America.

1.03 Examine the causes of the American Revolution.

1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Excerpt of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense”

Secondary Sources: Text Book

                                         Definition of “Fence Sitters”



	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will spend 5 minutes creating a list of reasons for independence vs. remaining loyal to their Mother Country.

	Teacher led instruction- Class 15 minute lecture will be given discussing the roles of Patriots and Loyalist during the American Revolution. Students will be introduced to those who were undecided during this time.

	Guided Practice – Students will read a short description about fence sitters. Students will then analyze an excerpt from Common Sense. There will then be a class discussion on the message Thomas Paine was trying to convey.



	Independent Practice- Students will then write a short essay expressing their decision to join the Patriots or remain loyal to the King. They will discuss the impact of Thomas Paine’s words and if they had any impact on their decision.



	Closure – A 5 minute class discussion will be held to summarize why people chose to join the Patriot cause and why others decided to remain loyal to the crown. We will also discuss the impact of influential writers and leaders during this time.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The assessment will be a short essay in which students will have to provide evidence from the excerpt to support their decision.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Teacher will then reflect on the lesson by reading the essays to determine if students clearly supported their point of view.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

	AUTHOR
	ushistory.org

	TITLE OF PAGE
	Loyalists%2C Fence-sitters%2C and Patriots

	TITLE OF PROGRAM
	U.S. History Online Textbook

	URL OF PAGE
	http://www.ushistory.org/us/11b.asp

	DATE OF ACCESS
	Wednesday, October 14, 2009

	COPYRIGHT
	2009


Brief synopsis of the source: This source provides an excerpt from Thomas Paine’s Common Sense that the students will use to determine if they agree that colonists should seek their independence from England.

Attachments:

