Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject:  Civics and Economics 

	Grade Level:  10

	Class Time Required:  75 minutes

	Lesson Title:  North Carolina’s Road to Independence 


Essential Question:
	What is the significance of the two dates which appeared on the historic “Browne” NC Flag, the current NC Flag, and the roles they played throughout secession and later independence from Britain.


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will begin by interpreting the significance of the dates on the North Carolina flags—and how/why they changed.  A short class discussion will follow, (20 minutes).  
Students will then divide into groups of two.  Each group will be given copies of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and the Halifax Resolves (the stronger reader of the pair will work with the Mecklenburg Declaration).  Using their dictionary as a resource, the students will read the documents and rewrite them in a way that is comprehensive, yet easily understood.  If one student finishes before the other, they may work quietly together to finish the paper, (30-40 minutes).

When both documents are complete, students will switch their rendition of the document with their partner to read. (10 minutes).

Lastly, each student will use the information contained in both translations to write a 2-3 paragraph explanation of the origin and significance of the two dates we see on the modern NC flag.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	This lesson informs students of the origins of North Carolina’s independence from the Crown.  Students will understand the importance of these dates and how the dates changed throughout history.  


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  

The Halifax Resolves, 1776
Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, 1775
Secondary Sources:  
http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/flags/nc_flag.htm

	Technology:  projector, computer, internet 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity):  Students will begin by studying an image of the North Carolina flag from 1861.  Students will need to answer (in writing) their thoughts, as to the significance of these dates.  They will then review an image of the modern North Carolina state flag and answer the same question.  The flags will then be shown for a side by side comparison, and students will finalize their notes regarding the dates and design-change.  The instructor will then lead a short class discussion based on the student’s work.

	Teacher Led Instruction:  upon presenting the two flags to the students, the instructor will ask probing questions regarding:   noticeable differences, what the dates mean, why the dates changed, what was going on in 1861, etc...  After the students have written down their ideas, the instructor will call on individual students to share their answers and begin a class discussion. 

	Guided Practice:  The teacher will move from group to group, ensuring students are able to read and comprehend the documents they are assigned. The teacher will also help with the translation process. 

	Independent Practice:  Students will need to translate their document into their own words.

	Closure:  Each student will use the information contained in both translations to write a 2-3 paragraph explanation of the origin and significance of the two dates we see on the modern NC flag.  Depending on time remaining, this could be complete in or outside class.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The teacher will assess the student’s ability to fully understand the significance of each date by the student’s ability to defend the importance of the dates. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan—to reflect on what was effective, and what needs modification.

The teacher can assess how well the lesson worked by reviewing the translations to determine whether the student fully understood the document they were rewriting. The teacher can also look at the homework assignment to see if the students understood why those dates were important enough to be put on the flag. 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide: 

Web address:  http://www.netstate.com/states/symb/flags/nc_flag.htm
Author and Title: NETSTATE.com, North Carolina 
Brief synopsis of the source: This site gives a brief history of the North Carolina flag and provides links to the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence and the Halifax Resolves.
Web address:  http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1775mecklenberg.html
Author and Title: Modern History Sourcebook: Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence, 1775. Halsall, Paul 
Brief Synopsis of the Source:  The Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence
Web address:  http://statelibrary.ncdcr.gov/NC/HISTORY/HISTORY.HTM
Author and title: The Halifax Resolves.  State Library of North Carolina
Brief synopsis of the source:  The Halifax Resolves
