Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Whitney Clay Coonradt

	Subject: AP US History

	Grade Level: 11th grade

	Class Time Required:50-90 minutes (if give prereading and final draft as homework, shorter time)

	Lesson Title: Legal Brief from the Government on George III


Essential Question:
	What were the causes for colonial rebellion against Britain and were they valid?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will analyze the list of grievance by the Declaration of Independence and a British perspective on the rebellion.  All students will complete a chart of colonial grievances aligned with evidence (the events, pamphlets, people we have discussed that would prove that point).  Students will then use Thomas’ Gage’s reaction and other evidence to create a legal brief from the British perspective as if the call for independence were going to be decided in court.  Ultimately students will create an evidence list for the colonists’ argument and a brief for the British opinion.  Both will ultimately lead to analysis and debate about the validity of the colonial position.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCDPI Civics
1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America
1.03 Examine the causes of the American Revolution.

AP US History
2.02 Trace the events leading up to the revolution and through the course of the war and assess the impact that each had on the outcome. 

NC DPI Skill Competency

Goal 1 The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing social studies vocabulary.

Goal 2 The learner will acquire strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using diverse modalities to demonstrate the knowledge acquired.

Goal 3 The learner will acquire strategies to analyze, interpret, create, and use resources and materials.

Goal 4 The learner will acquire strategies needed for applying decision-making and problem-solving techniques both orally and in writing to historic, contemporary, and controversial world issues.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
1.) Thomas Gage’s reaction to colonial resistance. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=264
2.) Declaration of Independence   http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html
Secondary Sources:
3.) 1.) Guide to writing a brief (for teacher reference to make own guidelines).  http://home.mcn.net/~montanabw/briefguide.html


	Technology:
Students will need access to the Internet to read the articles (at home or in class) unless you want to make copies.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- 15min
1.) Individually Students will complete chart to create evidence for the Colonists “evidence” for as many grievances as possible (5 min.)

2.) Students will get in pairs al complete the chart (10 min.)


	Teacher led instruction - 5 min.
1.) After the Jump Starter & Guided Practice, the teacher gives some guidance on how to write a brief.

	Guided Practice  - 20 min.
1.) Students will review their notes on the homework (Thomas Gage reading)

2.) In large group, as a class we will begin to discuss the main points of argument Gage makes against the rebellion


	Independent Practice ( 10-15 minutes
1.) In their pairs, students are to write a rough draft of a brief.
2.) For Homework the pairs would complete a typed version of the brief



	Closure- 5-10 minutes
1.) Discuss as big group whether the colonies were “justified”.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1.) Teacher can have formative assessment throughout the group discussion and recognize and correct any misconceptions or confusion.
2.) The chart can be spot checked for understanding events and their relationship to the Grievances in the Declaration.
3.) Assess the brief with a rubric for content, analysis, and editing/organization.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

· Reflect on the success of the essays.  Did students make appropriate connections between the colonial and British positions on rebellion.
· Reflect on success of conclusion discussion.  Can students defend their position on whether or not the Colonists’ were justified? Can they appropriately apply knowledge of the pre-Revolutionary period?
· Where there are short comings on comprehension, teacher needs to assess instructions and guidance to see if minor changes in delivery, procedure, etc would return a better result.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
