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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Leah Ashley

	Subject: Civics (on-level)

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required:                  2 90 min blocks


	Lesson Title:                               Critique of Thomas Paine


Essential Question:

	· How did Thomas Paine’s writings “Common Sense”/”The Crisis”  play  a role in the American Revolution and how did it affect  the leaders of the American Revolution and the American people?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Students will evaluate the historical events/timeframe of the life of Thomas Paine 
· Students will evaluate excerpts from “Common Sense”/”The Crisis”
· Students will take notes on short lecture (using blocked notes; 1737-1809).

· Students will receive excerpts of both publications (will read as a class; each student reading 1 paragraph)

· Students placed in groups of 3-4 for discussion/activity
Civics and Economics http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

· Goal 1: Learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy. 

· 1.03 Examine the causes of the American Revolution
· 1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America.

· 1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.




Lesson Plan Objectives:


	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Understand pieces of literature affected both pre and post Revolutionary America. .



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

· “Common Sense” 

· “The Crisis”
Secondary Sources:
· Podcast from ITUNES: Thomas Jefferson Hour: Show 627, Thomas Paine

· Podcast from ITUNES: Excerpts from “Common Sense”/”The Crisis”

· Text book/Web research

	Technology:
· LCD projected notes, pictures for student viewing during lecture, speakers for podcasts. 
· Printed versions /student handouts for discussion 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Day 1: 
Ask students to name as many”Founding Fathers” as they can. Doubtfully no one will name Thomas Paine. 
· Day 2: 

Ask students: Who was Thomas Paine? Terrorist, Fundamentalist, Patriot?

	Teacher led instruction
· Day 1: Review of period 

· Review student findings of 5 W’s

· Lecture/PPT notes lesson objective 

Day 2: Read BBC article, “Who was Thomas Paine” to coincide w/jump-starter for day 2.


	Guided Practice  

Day 1: 

· Have students answer the 5 W’s regarding Thomas Paine through web research using www.history.com and/or www.ushistory.org
   1. Who is he? 

   2. What has he done? 

   3. Where is he from/reside? 

   4. When did he live? (time period)

   5. Why is he an important historical figure?

· Listen to ITUNES podcast of Thomas Jefferson Hour: Show 627
·  Class discussion of podcast 

Day 2: 

· Students pair/share op-ed pieces

· Listen/read to podcasts of both publications “Common Sense”/”The Crisis” **chose edited version for non-honors classes and time restrictions
· Class discussion of podcast 


	Independent Practice

Day 1:

· Students will critically analyze whether or not Thomas Paine should be considered a Founding Father, only based on information given. Students will write a persuasive op-ed piece to establish their argument. 

· Continued analysis with peers 
Day 2:
· Students in groups of 3-5 will create a living museum in honor of Thomas Paine. Groups will be set up by themes in Day 1’s op-ed pieces. 

	Closure
· Gallery walk of museum
· Each group will share their gallery 

· Student Reflection Piece: If Thomas Paine was alive today, what medium do you think he would use to spread his publications? (TV, Radio, Internet, etc) Why? Defend your answer and be specific. For example, if you think Thomas Paine would have a talk show on TV, explain what channel , Fox, CNN, PBS, etc…


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will periodically be prompted with questions throughout reading
· Continuous teacher observation/circulation
· Life of Thomas Paine Brown Bag assessment. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
· Source 1:
· Web address: 

www.ushistory.org/paine
· Author and Title:
Thomas Paine
Copyright ©1999-2009 by the Independence Hall Association, (homepage)
· Brief synopsis of the source: 


Shortened information about Thomas Paine 
· Source 2:
· Web address:


http://www.history.com /topics/thomas-paine
· Author and Title:
All from history.com

· Brief synopsis of the source:
Shortened information about Thomas Paine
· Source 3: 

· Web address:


http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/magazine/8089115.stm
· Author and Title:

Who was Thomas Paine? by: Brendan Oneill
· Brief synopsis of the source:
  “It's 200 years since the British-born "father of the American revolution" died. His words also helped shape modern Britain and France and yet few people know much about him at all.”
· Podcasts Sources 
· ITUNES PODCASTS of Thomas Paine’s work 

ITUNES PODCATS of Thomas Jefferson Hour episode

· Podcast from:
http://talkinghistory.oah.org/podcast-2006.xml
