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Teaching American History (1607-1818)
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	Author: Leah Ashley

	Subject: Civics (on-level)

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required:                 2 90 minute blocks 


	Lesson Title:                               Analysis of Delegate’s Journals 


Essential Question:

	· What did the delegates experience during their service in the First and Second Continental Congresses, 1774-1789? 



Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Students will evaluate the historical events/pre and post events of Continental Congresses 
· Students will take notes on short lecture (using blocked notes; 1774-1789)

· Students will evaluate journals from the Congresses

· Students placed in groups of 3-4 for reading/discussion/analysis/skit
Civics and Economics http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

· Goal 1: Learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy. 

· 1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America.

· 1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.




Lesson Plan Objectives:


	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Understand primary sources written by delegates of both the 1st and 2nd Continental Congresses.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

· Volume 1 of Journals

	Technology:
· LCD projected notes, pictures for student viewing during lecture. 
· Computer Lab for website access, if no access have printed versions /student handouts for discussion 
· Optional video recorder to tape skits to post on teacher tube/class blog (proper AUP forms) 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Day 1: 
Ask students to name as many delegates and colonies at both Continental Congresses as they can. Students will write on board.  
· Day 2: 

Set classroom up with props to resemble the late 18th century (tablecloths, wigs, broadsides hanging from walls, include name tags on desks of attendees.)

	Teacher led instruction
· Day 1: Review of period 

· Lecture/PPT notes lesson objective 

· Day 2: Student led performances 

· Day 3: Point-of-view essay due



	Guided Practice  

Day 1: 

· Have students choose a 5 journals to analyze with the following:  http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
· Students gather in groups based on journal selections AFTER individual analysis. 

· Small group/large group discussion 
· Students create skits based on one of their journal selection (with accurate information /utilizing written analysis sheet)
· Taping 



	Independent Practice

Day 1:

· Student analysis (individual/group)
Day 2:
· Students in groups of 3-5 will act out skit 

· Students alternate “ending”/extension is due 

	Closure
· Each student will turn in the written alternate ending/extension of journal entry
· Student Reflection Piece Due day 3
· Student will choose an object to from the timeframe of the Congresses and write a 1 page essay from the point of view of that object. 

· Objects could be: 

· buckle on delegates shoe (delegate traveled far distance to Philadelphia)

· spying reporter’s pen
· boycotted British good
· list of grievances to King George

· colony of Georgia (didn’t attend meeting)


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will periodically be prompted with questions throughout reading
· Continuous teacher observation/circulation
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
Source 1:
· Web address: http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwjclink.html
· Here you will find 34 volumes of journals from the Continental Congresses

Source 2:

· Simply stated information on 1st Continental Congress

· http://www.ushistory.org/Declaration/related/congress.htm
Source 3: 

· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/amlaw/lwdg.html
· Homepage of the journals

Source 4: 

· http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/continental/
· Documents from the Continental Congress and Constitutional Convention

Source 4: 

· http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf
· Written document analysis worksheet
