Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Alison Lemanski

	Subject: Civics and Economics

	Grade Level: 10th and 12th Grade

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Breaking Down the Declaration of Independence


Essential Question:
	What is the main purpose of the Declaration of Independence?
What were the colonists trying to accomplish when they declared independence?

What issues/grievances did the colonists express in the Declaration of Independence?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will work in pairs to examine the Declaration of Independence using the APPARTS strategy. The class will then discuss the Author, Place, Prior Knowledge, Audience, Reason, Main Idea and Significance of the document. Each student will then choose a grievance in the Declaration of Independence. They will re-write the grievance in their own words, draw a picture to represent the grievance and provide an example of that grievance that occurred in the colonies. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Explain why the colonists felt that it was necessary to declare independence.

· Identify grievances in the Declaration of Independence
· Provide examples of the grievances in the American Colonies

· Explain the purpose of the Declaration of Independence



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Declaration of Independence 
Secondary Sources: APPARTS Strategy
                                     Markers

                                     Construction Paper


	Technology: Document camera to view the Declaration of Independence, Lap Top, Projector


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Think, Pair, Share: Why should the colonists declare independence?
Students will use prior knowledge learned in previous questions to answer the question. They will then pair with a partner and share their answers. 

	Teacher led instruction
Prior discussion of events leading up to the construction of the Declaration of Independence, specifically actions that the British government carried out in the American colonies. 

	Guided Practice  

Students will use the APPARTS method to analyze the Declaration of Independence with a partner. The teacher will move about the room to assist in this analysis. The teacher will then lead a whole class discussion about the document. 

	Independent Practice

Students will choose a specific grievance in the Declaration of Independence. They will write the grievance in their own words, draw a picture to represent the grievance and provide an example of the grievance. 

	Closure
Students will share their grievances with the class and explain their drawings and examples. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

APPART S Answer Sheet
Class Discussion Points

Grievance Re-write and evidence of the application of the grievance. 

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address: http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/index.htm
Author and Title: The Declaration of Independence: The wants, wills and hopes of the people
Brief synopsis of the source:

Provides text of the Declaration of Independence 
Web address: http://www.teacherweb.com/NY/NicholsSchool/MrCombs/APPARTS.doc
Author and Title:  Mr. Combs: APPARTS Document
Synopsis of the Source
Word file of APPARTS Strategy

Attachments:
