Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kelly Jones

	Subject: Honors Civics/APUSH/AP Human Geography

	Grade Level: 10-12

	Class Time Required: 1 Block – Project to be completed outside of class (2 weeks)

	Lesson Title: Historical Windshield Geographer


Essential Question:
	1. How did diversity in the colonies lead to varied experiences economically, politically, socially, and with religion?
2. What were factors that lead to a national identity? 

3. What impact did religion have on the development of colonial America?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Using videos, photographs, and oral interviews, students will capture local cultural landscapes that defines the region in which they live. Students will drive and walk around historical Wilmington/Burgaw observing and capturing the material culture: churches, houses, monuments, and place names. They will answer the question: Who has settled here? They will use their videos and photographs to analyze and determine the history of their local area. They will put this information into a visual presentation to provide the class a historical lesson of the local area. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America (1.01)

Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity (1.04)

(Taken from Civics standard course of study, however can be applied to APUSH and APHG)




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
Historical tour of the local areas
Secondary Sources:



	Technology: camera, computer, scanner, internet


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Have students brainstorm historical ideas about their local areas and landscapes. 


	Teacher led instruction
Lecture on colonial America: Religion influences, economies, political institutions

	Guided Practice  

Provide students a detailed handout with instructions to complete the out of class project

	Independent Practice
In groups (2-4) students will drive and walk around their local area (Wilmington/Burgaw). They will snap photos (20-25) and/or videos of material culture: churches, houses, monuments, and place names. After collecting the evidence they will research the local history and write a paper discussing early settlers, economic, political, and religious diversity in their local area. The students will also construct a visual representation (short video, power point, photo story collage). The final requirement will be to present their findings and visuals to the class.  


	Closure
Students provide visual representations (short video clips, power point presentation, photo story, etc..) of the local area and present historical facts of the colonial and community diversity. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Create a rubric to grade presentation.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

