Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template 

	Author: Leigh Robertson

	Subject:  US History

	Grade Level:  11

	Class Time Required:  90 minutes

	Lesson Title:  Women during the Federalist Period


 
 

Essential Question:
	 What freedoms and rights did women have during the early years of the United States?

What freedoms/rights did women desire?

Why were women left out of the Declaration of Independence, Constitution and early government?
 
 


Brief Description of Lesson:
	 Students will examine the freedoms and rights available to women during the late 1700s/early 1800s and analyze the reasons why women were not fully included in our early government.  Students should already have a basic understanding of the Declaration of Independence to complete the assignment.


 
 

Lesson Plan Objectives: 
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at: 
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/ 

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to… discuss the freedoms/rights available to women in the early years of the nation.  Analyze the reasons why women were excluded from the rights and protections given to men in the new republic.

US History NC SCOS Goal 1.02
 


 

Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: “Remember the Ladies” letters from John and Abigail Adams (available online at gilderlehrman.org
Letters exchanged between John and Abigail Adams prior to the signing of the Declaration of Independence.  In these letters, Abigail asks her husband to “remember the ladies” as they form the new republic.  

Declaration of Independence (available at http://www.ushistory.org/declaration/document/index.htm )
The Declaration will provide a model for students as they write their own declaration of women’s rights. 

Declaration of Sentiments (available at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/senecafalls.html )

Written at the Seneca Falls Convention in 1848, this document is modeled after the Declaration of Independence and includes a list of women’s grievances.

	Technology:  Computer with LCD Projector and/or Document Camera for reading the documents


 
 
 
 
 

Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity): What do you already know about women’s rights?
Create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting the rights available to women in 1789 and in 2009.  Students will begin this assignment on their own, then the class will discuss together.

	Teacher led instruction:  Instructor will lead the students as they create a master Venn Diagram for the class using the document camera.  Students will volunteer their own responses from their diagrams and add them to the class diagram.  After completing the diagram and discussing, instructor will introduce the letters of John and Abigail Adams

	Guided Practice:  Students will work in groups of three, read the letters and complete the APPARTS strategy for the documents.

	Independent Practice:  Class will come together to see if they would like to add any new ideas to the Venn Diagram and discuss these new ideas.  In the same groups, students will imagine that Abigail Adams and other women responded to John Adams’ letter by writing their own Declaration of Independence.  What would it have looked like?  Each group will create their own Declaration, modeled after the Declaration of Independence. 

	Closure:  Students will share their declarations with the other groups, comparing their introductions and lists of grievances.  Instructor will then share the Declaration of Sentiments from the Seneca Falls Convention with the class, explaining that this document was actually written by women in 1848.  Students will complete an exit card/ticket out the door with a sentence or statement of how their document compared to the Declaration of Sentiments.  


 
 

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson. 
 
 The Venn Diagrams give the instructor a good idea of the background knowledge students have on the topic.  During the whole class discussion, the instructor can ask questions to elicit new ideas that students may not have included (example:  “We haven’t mentioned property rights.  Do you think women could own property in 1789?”) and correct any errors.  The declaration the students create will illustrate the specific rights they believed women had/did not have and can be used to determine what new knowledge was gained during the lesson or what misconceptions the students may have.    
 
 
 
 

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification. 
 
 
 
 

Supplemental Information for Teachers: 

Internet Resources:
For each source provide… 

Web address:
Author and Title:
Brief synopsis of the source: 
 
 
 

Attachments:
