Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniella Stamm

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11th

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Whiskey Rebellion


Essential Question:

	Why was the Whiskey Rebellion considered the first test of the new government’s willingness and ability to exercise its powers as provided in the constitution?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	There will be a 20-minute lecture providing the background to the Whiskey Rebellion (this would be a continuing lecture from Washington’s Presidency the day before). Students will then answer six questions about the Whiskey Rebellion. Then have students examine Article I, Section 8, paragraph 15 of the U.S. Constitution. They will then look at a quote by George Washington regarding his observations of the Whiskey Rebellion. Finally they will examine the text from the Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation. Students will discuss these documents as a class. They will then write an essay in which they answer the essential question. They will be required to provide evidence from the documents they examined and as a result students will experience a document based summative assessment.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period. 1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: U.S. Constitution, Full text of Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation, George Washington Quote

Secondary Sources: Additional Questions, APPARTS layout, Rubric



	Technology: None


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) – 10 minutes

Have students divide their paper into two columns. One column tell them to list events or times when they feel the federal government should step in and show power or control. In the second column have them list events or times when they feel the government should mind its own business. Once the list is complete discuss some of the students’ responses and then introduce the Whiskey Rebellion. 



	Teacher led instruction – 20 minutes 

Teacher will provide a lecture on the Whiskey Rebellion. Throughout the lecture the teacher will use a formative assessment to check the students’ understanding at various points of the lecture. 

	Guided Practice  - 40 minutes

Divide students into groups of four. Handout the three documents to each group. Tell the students they have 20 minutes to complete the task. Have the students read the documents, discuss the message in each document and then have them write down key points, as a group, about each document using the APPARTS. As the students are reading and completing their group assignment the teacher should facilitate, walk around the room and help guide each groups discussion in the right direction by asking open ended questions. (i.e. Who is the author of the document? What does the document say? What are some words you can use to describe the document?) Once the 20 minutes is complete gather the students together and discuss each document. Have the students tell you what the purpose of each document was, what they key points were and what was the message for each document.



	Independent Practice –10 minutes

Once the discussion has ended have the students write down the essential question again.  Have the students write an essay answering the essential question. Tell the students they must provide evidence to support their statements from the documents provided in class. Provide examples students can use. This will be a homework assignment and it will be turned in the next day. Give students a copy of the rubric so they know what you are looking for and what the guidelines are for the essay. 



	Closure – 10 minutes

Sum up the main points from the lesson. Write the essential question on the board and ask students to go to the board and write their response to the question. Once the students have completed their contributions on the board restate the question and summarize the students’ responses. Then ask the students three questions: What impact did this event have on the U.S.? Why was this event important? How did this event set precedent for future rebellions/events in the U.S.?  


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Formative Assessments with open ended Questions

2. Guided Practice assignment

3. Students answer a series of questions

4. Students write a document based essay

Assessment of the Lesson:
1. Were the student responses to the series of questions complete in thought and did they provide evidence?

2. Were students responsive to the open ended questions?

3. Did the essays reference the documents used in class by the students

4. Was the essential question clear?

5. Did the students answer the essential question?

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

1. Web address: http://www.achievementdigest.com/Quote3.html

Author and Title: Author-Gene Griessman, Ph.D and Title  Achievement Digest 

Brief synopsis of the source: Quotations from American Presidents

2. Web address: http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/whiskey/text.html
Author and Title: Author- George Washington and Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation 

Brief synopsis of the source: Text of the Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation

3. Web address:  http://topics.law.cornell.edu/constitution/articlei

Author and Title: U.S. Constitution
Brief synopsis of the source: U.S. Constitution

Attachments:

Questions regarding the Whiskey Rebellion:

1. What provision in the Constitution gave the federal government the right to end the Whiskey rebellion?

2. What were Hamilton’s feelings about paying back money borrowed by the federal government and the money borrowed by the states during the Revolution?

3. What is a tariff?

4. What is an excise tax?

5. Why did States prefer to make whiskey from corn rather than sell the corn?

6. Why was it difficult for farmers to transport products?

APPARTS Layout- 

A- Author

P - Place and Time

P - Prior Knowledge

A – Audience

R - Reason

T - The Main Idea

S  - Significance

Document # 1

Achievement Digest  -http://www.achievementdigest.com/Quote3.html

George Washington: Quotations and Observations on the Leadership Style of George Washington

"...if the laws are to be so trampled upon with impunity, and a minority...is to dictate to the majority, there is an end put at one stroke to republican government...for some other man or society may dislike another law and oppose it with equal propriety until all laws are prostrate, and everyone will carve for himself." 
Washington's observation about the Whiskey Rebellion
(p.90)

Document #2

	Full Text of the
Whiskey Rebellion Proclamation

BY AUTHORITY
By the president of the United States of America 

A Proclamation 

Whereas, combinations to defeat the execution of the laws laying duties upon spirits distilled within the United States and upon stills have from the time of the commencement of those laws existed in some of the western parts of Pennsylvania. 

And whereas, the said combinations, proceeding in a manner subversive equally of the just authority of government and of the rights of individuals, have hitherto effected their dangerous and criminal purpose by the influence of certain irregular meetings whose proceedings have tended to encourage and uphold the spirit of opposition by misrepresentations of the laws calculated to render them odious; by endeavors to deter those who might be so disposed from accepting offices under them through fear of public resentment and of injury to person and property, and to compel those who had accepted such offices by actual violence to surrender or forbear the execution of them; by circulation vindictive menaces against all those who should otherwise, directly or indirectly, aid in the execution of the said laws, or who, yielding to the dictates of conscience and to a sense of obligation, should themselves comply therewith; by actually injuring and destroying the property of persons who were understood to have so complied; by inflicting cruel and humiliating punishments upon private citizens for no other cause than that of appearing to be the friends of the laws; by intercepting the public officers on the highways, abusing, assaulting, and otherwise ill treating them; by going into their houses in the night, gaining admittance by force, taking away their papers, and committing other outrages, employing for these unwarrantable purposes the agency of armed banditti disguised in such manner as for the most part to escape discovery; 

And whereas, the endeavors of the legislature to obviate objections to the said laws by lowering the duties and by other alterations conducive to the convenience of those whom they immediately affect (though they have given satisfaction in other quarters), and the endeavors of the executive officers to conciliate a compliance with the laws by explanations, by forbearance, and even by particular accommodations founded on the suggestion of local considerations, have been disappointed of their effect by the machinations of persons whose industry to excite resistance has increased with every appearance of a disposition among the people to relax in their opposition and to acquiesce in the laws, insomuch that many persons in the said western parts of Pennsylvania have at length been hardy enough to perpetrate acts, which I am advised amount to treason, being overt acts of levying war against the United States, the said persons having on the 16th and 17th of July last past proceeded in arms (on the second day amounting to several hundreds) to the house of John Neville, inspector of the revenue for the fourth survey of the district of Pennsylvania; having repeatedly attacked the said house with the persons therein, wounding some of them; having seized David Lenox, marshal of the district of Pennsylvania, who previous thereto had been fired upon while in the execution of his duty by a party of armed men, detaining him for some time prisoner, till, for the preservation of his life and the obtaining of his liberty, he found it necessary to enter into stipulations to forbear the execution of certain official duties touching processes issuing out of a court of the United States; and having finally obliged the said inspector of the revenue and the said marshal from considerations of personal safety to fly from that part of the country, in order, by a circuitous route, to proceed to the seat of government, avowing as the motives of these outrageous proceedings an intention to prevent by force of arms the execution of the said laws, to oblige the said inspector of the revenue to renounce his said office, to withstand by open violence the lawful authority of the government of the United States, and to compel thereby an alteration in the measures of the legislature and a repeal of the laws aforesaid; 

And whereas, by a law of the United States entitled "An act to provide for calling forth the militia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress insurrections, and repel invasions," it is enacted that whenever the laws of the United States shall be opposed or the execution thereof obstructed in any state by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings or by the powers vested in the marshals by that act, the same being notified by an associate justice or the district judge, it shall be lawful for the President of the United States to call forth the militia of such state to suppress such combinations and to cause the laws to be duly executed. And if the militia of a state, when such combinations may happen, shall refuse or be insufficient to suppress the same, it shall be lawful for the President, if the legislature of the United States shall not be in session, to call forth and employ such numbers of the militia of any other state or states most convenient thereto as may be necessary; and the use of the militia so to be called forth may be continued, if necessary, until the expiration of thirty days after the commencement of the of the ensuing session; Provided always, that, whenever it may be necessary in the judgment of the President to use the military force hereby directed to be called forth, the President shall forthwith, and previous thereto, by proclamation, command such insurgents to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes within a limited time; 

And whereas, James Wilson, an associate justice, on the 4th instant, by writing under his hand, did from evidence which had been laid before him notify to me that "in the counties of Washington and Allegany, in Pennsylvania, laws of the United States are opposed and the execution thereof obstructed by combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary course of judicial proceedings or by the powers vested in the marshal of that district"; 

And whereas, it is in my judgment necessary under the circumstances of the case to take measures for calling forth the militia in order to suppress the combinations aforesaid, and to cause the laws to be duly executed; and I have accordingly determined so to do, feeling the deepest regret for the occasion, but withal the most solemn conviction that the essential interests of the Union demand it, that the very existence of government and the fundamental principles of social order are materially involved in the issue, and that the patriotism and firmness of all good citizens are seriously called upon, as occasions may require, to aid in the effectual suppression of so fatal a spirit; 

Therefore, and in pursuance of the proviso above recited, I. George Washington, President of the United States, do hereby command all persons, being insurgents, as aforesaid, and all others whom it may concern, on or before the 1st day of September next to disperse and retire peaceably to their respective abodes. And I do moreover warn all persons whomsoever against aiding, abetting, or comforting the perpetrators of the aforesaid treasonable acts; and do require all officers and other citizens, according to their respective duties and the laws of the land, to exert their utmost endeavors to prevent and suppress such dangerous proceedings. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United States of America to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my hand. Done at the city of Philadelphia the seventh day of August, one thousand seven hundred and ninety- four, and of the independence of the United States of America the nineteenth. 

G. WASHINGTON,
By the President, Edm. Randolph

 

 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/milestones/whiskey/text.html
 

 

Source: Claypoole's Daily Advertiser, August 11, 1794 

Document #3

 

Article I Section 8 of U.S. Constitution

The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United States;

To borrow money on the credit of the United States;

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes;

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States;

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the Standard of Weights and Measures;

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of the United States;

To establish Post Offices and Post Roads;

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings and Discoveries;

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court;

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and Offenses against the Law of Nations;

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water;

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years;

To provide and maintain a Navy;

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces;

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions;

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by Congress;

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; And

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof.

 


Rubric

Rubric for Interpretation/analyzation essay

GRADE  --- (8-9)    ---A--         

1. Clear well developed thesis and conclusion –make interdisciplinary connections

2. Understands complexity of the ideas/topics/concepts/problems/situations:  Deals with all parts of the question in depth

3. Provides effective interpretation of the question by developing explanations and supporting it with reference to specific evidence

4. Provides effective analyzation by supporting explanations and making connections with reference to texts

5. Supports thesis with relevant information and substantial information

6. May contain insignificant errors

7. Makes the intradisciplinary connections between U.S. History and Civics

8. Well organized and written

GRADE ----  (5-7) ---B---

1. Contains clear and limited thesis and conclusion – limited interdisciplinary connections

2. Limited or lack of understanding the complexity of the ideas/topics/concepts/situations/problems: Deals with one part of the question or all in a more general way

3. Limited interpretation: Underdeveloped explanations—mainly describes

4. Limited analysis: lack of supporting evidence and connections from texts

5. Supports thesis with some factual information

6. May contain minor errors that do not detract from overall essay

7. Makes a limited intradisciplinary connections 

8. Clearly organized and written but not exceptional

GRADE ----- (2-4) –--C----

1. Lack of thesis or conclusion may be underdeveloped – no interdisciplinary connections

2. Ignores complexity of the ideas/concepts/situations/problems/topics: may deal with one part of the question or all parts in a superficial way

3. Weak or inappropriate interpretation: no supporting evidence

4. Weak analysis: no supporting evidence or connection with texts

5. Information given is minimal

6. Does not make the intradisciplinary connections

7. May contain major errors

8. Weak organization and writing

GRADE --- (0-1) –--D---

1. No thesis or conclusion – no interdisciplinary connections

2. May simply paraphrase or restate question

3. No interpretation or supporting evidence

4. No analysis

5. No intradisciplinary connections

6. Inappropriate response/contains many errors/poorly written
