Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: H. Menzel

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level:11

	Class Time Required: 45 min

	Lesson Title: George Washington’s precedents and Farewell Address




Essential Question:
	
How did Washington advise citizens and future leaders to behave?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will learn about Washington’s presidency (main events), precedents set by Washington, and what advice he gave in his Farewell address.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
	1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period



	Teacher Designed Objectives:



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Washington’s Farewell Address (attached)

Secondary Sources:
“The Presidents: George Washington” documentary by the History Channel


	Technology: Lcd projector and computer or dvd player and tv









Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Put a few short quotes by Washington on the board. Ex. It is better to be alone than in bad company. It is better to offer no excuse than a bad one. Few men have virtue to withstand the highest bidder. Ask students to characterize what kind of person would say things like this.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher will briefly lecture on Washington’s Presidency, including Whiskey Rebellion, Proclamation of Neutrality, Jay’s Treaty, Pinckney’s Treaty. Students will record main facts in their notebooks.
Explain what “precedent” means.

	Guided Practice  
Students will watch “Washington” clip from History Channel video series “the Presidents. Stop clip before the part about the Farewell Address. During video (which reinforces teacher’s short lecture), students should write down the precedents set by Washington that are mentioned in video: call him Mr. President, stick to two terms, creation of the Cabinet. Discuss, make sure all students found the precedents. Which are still followed today?


	Independent Practice
Students will read the Farewell address and answer questions; then discuss answers as a class.

	Closure
Students will pair up and try to predict what Washington’s opinion on the state of the US today, with regard to his precedents and farewell advice.


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Volunteers or teacher’s picks will share results of their discussion and evaluate whether he would be satisfied or dissatisfied with politics here today,







Assessment of the Lesson:









Attachments:


From George Washington: “A Letter to the American People”, September 17, 1796

The name of American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and political principles. You have in a common cause fought and triumphed together; the independence and liberty you possess are the work of joint counsels, and joint efforts of common dangers, sufferings, and successes.

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our Union, it occurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical discriminations, Northern and Southern, Atlantic and Western; whence designing men may endeavor to excite a belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views.  One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within particular districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of other districts. You cannot shield yourselves too much against the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these misrepresentations.

Let me now take a more comprehensive view, and warn you in the most solemn manner against the baneful effects of the spirit of party generally.  The disorders and miseries which result gradually incline the minds of men to seek security and repose in the absolute power of an individual; and sooner or later the chief of some prevailing faction, more able or more fortunate than his competitors, turns this disposition to the purposes of his own elevation, on the ruins of public liberty.

Promote then, as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a government gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public opinion should be enlightened.

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations is in extending our commercial relations, to have with them as little political connection as possible. So far as we have already formed engagements, let them be fulfilled with perfect good faith. Here let us stop. It is our true policy to steer clear of permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world.

appellation:  label or name
endeavor:  try
expedients: ways, methods
baneful:  negative
repose: rest




Read this excerpt from George Washington’s farewell address. Use this as well as your knowledge of the time period to answer the following questions as completely as possible.

1. Who did he write it for and why?





2.  Why did he say, “The name of American, …must always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appellation derived from local discriminations.”? 







3.  According to Washington, how do political parties try to influence people?







4.  Why does he feel political parties are dangerous?







5.  What advice did he give his countrymen? (at least 3 things)





