Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Dianne Russell

	Subject: Civics

	Grade Level: 10

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: The Constitution


Essential Question:
	What factors played a significant part in convincing states to ratify the Constitution? 




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will study the Articles of Confederation and the U.S. Constitution. They will examine the creation of the constitution, main ideas discussed in the Constitution, and why it was important for states to ratify the Constitution. After gaining the appropriate background information students will then produce a video in which they must sell the constitution to the states (i.e. commercial, short movie, documentary)


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1.05 Identify the major domestic problems of the nation under the Articles of Confederation and assess the extent to which they were resolved by the new Constitution.

1.07 Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution.


	Teacher Designed Objectives:

Students will learn the creation of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights and its impact on America


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Articles of Confederation, U.S. Constitution, Bill of Rights

Secondary Sources: N/A

	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) – 5 minutes Have students create a list of the five most important rights they have as an American


	Teacher led instruction – 40 minutes – teacher will provide a lecture the Articles of Confederation and the Constitution. This lecture will cover the Articles of Confederation, its problems, and how the Constitution would resolve the issues. They will then learn about the main ideas of the Constitution and the purpose of the Bill of Rights.

	Guided Practice -20 minutes – Students will then be divided into groups of four. They must create a list of the main points of the Constitution. They will then write a skit in which they are responsible for selling the Constitution to the states to get them to ratify the Constitution.


	Independent Practice – 10 minutes – Students must then write a rough draft essay in which they answer the following questions: Why was it important for the American citizens to create a Constitution? What is the purpose of the Constitution?


	Closure – 15 minutes – 15 minutes – Gather students together as a class. Discuss their answers to the two questions. Summarize the key ideas from the lesson. Restate the essential question and have the students provide answers in a group discussion. For homework have students must write a final draft of their essay. They too must film their skit. The final draft for their paper and skit will be due the same day, one week later.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Teacher will reflect on open ended questions responses

2. Examine the list of key points/ideas created by students

3. Evaluate the answers given by students to the essential question

4. Evaluate the skits filmed by the students

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

1. Open ended questions

2. Group discussion

3. Video
4. List of key points/ideas that answers the essential questions 

5. Essay 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources: N/A

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
