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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Allison Altvater

	Subject: AP U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11th & 12th 

	Class Time Required: One 90-minute block 

	Lesson Title: The Articles’ Baggage


Essential Question:

	· What weaknesses did the Articles of Confederation display?
· What problems would arise in today’s world if we still used the Article of Confederation?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Students will use prior knowledge from last night’s reading, and a brief introduction to the weaknesses of the AOC to establish a basic understanding of the document. Students will then work in groups looking at primary sources that reveal strengths and weaknesses of the AOC. Students will then summarize their source and present it to the class, which eventually will form a collection of evidence that demonstrates the weaknesses of the document.  Lastly, students will engage in a discussion about how current events would be altered had America continued using the Articles of Confederation.




Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

    Standard 2

4.
Evaluate issues regarding distribution of powers and responsibilities within national governments. 

5.
Understand major responsibilities of national governments for domestic and foreign policy.

8.
Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of alternative means of achieving specific political objectives. 

13.     Evaluate functions and responsibilities of, and challenges to, government leaders and public servants.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

· Excerpts from The Article of Confederation
· Painting of Shay’s Rebellion  

· Picture of Connecticut money

Secondary Sources:

· Class text

	Technology:

· Laptop and projector for optional projection of current issues




Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Review last night’s reading by questioning students.  “What was the purpose of the AOC? What was strong about the document? What weaknesses did you notice” Let’s expand on those ideas…



	Teacher led instruction

· The teacher will divide students into small groups of 3 or 4.

· Teacher will be the facilitator, providing the resources and asking key questions when appropriate. Teacher will also guide students through current events for which they may not be familiar. 



	Guided Practice  

· Teacher will model the questions students need to ask themselves when exploring their primary document using their objective. i.e. “What does this source say? How does it limit the government? What powers are explicitly stated?”

	Independent Practice

· Students will work in small groups to explore their primary source. They will reconvene with the class to explain their source and discuss the weaknesses or strengths that it reflects.

· Students will independently comment on how current events would be shifted or what current problems would arise if we still used the AOC as our constitution. For example, topics may include the Iraq war, online shopping, allocation of public funds, trying a suspect for a crime committed in another state, etc. These are adaptable to through ages. 



	Closure

· Students will be asked at the end of class to write in two short sentences how keeping the AOC would have changed the course of American history. 




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

· Students will be assessed based on their conclusions drawn from their groups’ primary source. 

· Students will be assessed throughout the discussion of current events and how the AOC could have affected our current situation.

· Student responses in the closure activity will be assessed for comprehension. 

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

· Source 1:

· Web Address: Google Images [image: image1.wmf]
· Brief synopsis of the source: 

Post-revolution Connecticut money. 

· Source 2:

·  Web address: http://www.hermes-press.com/completing.htm
[image: image2.wmf]
· Author and Title: The Shay’s Rebellion

· Brief synopsis of the source: Painting of Shays rebellion circa 1787
· Source 3: 

· Web address: none

· Author and Title: The Articles of Confederation
Excerpts below:

· Brief synopsis of the source: excerpts from the AOC that demonstrate strengths or weaknesses in the document

· “II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every power, jurisdiction, and right, which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States, in Congress assembled. “

· “IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these States, paupers, vagabonds, and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in the several States; and the people of each State shall free ingress and regress to and from any other State, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions, and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof respectively, provided that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of property imported into any State, to any other State, of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided also that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any State, on the property of the United States, or either of them.”

·  “V. For the most convenient management of the general interests of the United States, delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislatures of each State shall direct, to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power reserved to each State to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others in their stead for the remainder of the year.”
         

·  “In determining questions in the United States in Congress assembled, each State shall have one vote.”

· “VI. No vessel of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any State, except such number only, as shall be deemed necessary by the United States in Congress assembled, for the defense of such State, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any State in time of peace, except such number only, as in the judgment of the United States in Congress assembled, shall be deemed requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defense of such State; but every State shall always keep up a well-regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due number of filed pieces and tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage.”
                        
· “ IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace and war, except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article -- of sending and receiving ambassadors -- entering into treaties and alliances, provided that no treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective States shall be restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or commodities whatsoever -- of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated -- of granting letters of marquee and reprisal in times of peace -- appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures, provided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of the said courts.”
          

· “The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more States concerning boundary, jurisdiction or any other causes whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any State in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress stating the matter in question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the legislative or executive authority of the other State in controversy, and a day assigned for the appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint consent, commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in question: but if they cannot agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than seven, nor more than nine names as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress shall judge sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three persons out of each State, and the secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall nevertheless proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, the judgment or sentence and other proceedings being in either case transmitted to Congress, and lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the judges of the supreme or superior court of the State, where the cause shall be tried, 'well and truly to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgment, without favor, affection or hope of reward': provided also, that no State shall be deprived of territory for the benefit of the United States”

· “The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right…

   -- to build and equip a navy -- to agree upon the number of land forces, and to make requisitions from each State for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants in such State;”

· “The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in a war, nor grant letters of marquee or reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine States assent to the same: nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of the majority of the United States in Congress assembled.”


