Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniella Stamm

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: The Age of Jefferson


Essential Question:
	For 22 years the foreign policy of the United States has been to avoid war with Europe while defending America’s neutral rights at sea. What were the reasons for this policy changed in 1812? 




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will study Jefferson and Madison’s presidency. They will learn about domestic and foreign policies as well as discuss domestic and foreign issues that plagued the United States. Students will then examine documents from the congressional debate of December 1811 and the presidential war messages of June 1812. After examining the documents and answering a few questions students will write an essay answering the essential question. They will use the documents as supporting evidence in their paper 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1.03 Assess commercial and diplomatic relationships with Britain, France, and other nations.

2.04 Assess political events, issues, and personalities that contributed to sectionalism and nationalism



	Teacher Designed Objectives:

Students will learn about Jefferson and Madison. They will understand how the United States’ foreign policy changed and why. They will understand the cause and effect of policies created by U.S. as well as other nations.

Students will also learn how to examine primary documents and how to use the information as supporting evidence for an argument.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: A War Hawks Argument for War by Felix Grundy, Antiwar views of an “Old Republican” by John Randolph, Madison’s message to congress, U.S. Senate Speech by Obadiah German

Secondary Sources: N/A

	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) – 5 minutes Have students create a list of 10 things that they get mad at but are not worth fighting for. Next have them make a list of 10 things they are passionate about and feel are worth fighting for.



	Teacher led instruction – 40 minutes – teacher will provide a lecture on Jefferson and Madison’s presidency, foreign policies and events during their presidency and how the United States changed because of them.

	Guided Practice -20 minutes - Divide students into groups of three. Have students read, discuss, and analyze the primary documents. After 10 minutes of group work have students gather together as a class. Hold a class discussion regarding the documents. The teacher should ask open-ended questions to check the students’ understanding of the information they read.


	Independent Practice – 10 minutes – Have students individually answer the two questions that are about the documents they read.



	Closure – 15 minutes – 15 minutes – Gather students together as a class. Discuss their answers to the two questions. Summarize the key ideas from the lesson. Restate the essential question and have students create a list of reasons why that answers the essential question. For homework have students write an essay that takes the position of either for or against war. All essays must have supporting evidence that comes from the primary documents they read.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Teacher will reflect on open ended questions responses

2. Examine the list of key points/ideas created by students

3. Evaluate the answers given by students to the essential question

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

1. Open ended questions

2. Group discussion

3. Answer to questions that help analyze the documents

4. List of key points/ideas that answers the essential questions 

5. Essay 

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources: N/A

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
