Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Dylan Dimock

	Subject:  Suffrage Prior to 1820 in the United States

	Grade Level:  11

	Class Time Required: 1 period 90 minutes

	Lesson Title:  Suffrage in the Federalist Era


Essential Question:

	Prior to 1820 who were “the people” that could vote in our democracy.



Brief Description of Lesson:

	We will examine Suffrage during the Federalist era in United States history.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Handouts – see attached
Secondary source:  Textbook for amendments


	Technology:  Projector for power point lesson


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)  

Have the students define suffrage then have the class list everyone that they think had the right vote in 1800.  (on board)


	Teacher led instruction:  Read from Abigail Adams “remember the ladies” (attached)  Discuss suffrage and who was disenfranchised during the federalist era.  Then elaborate on the rights of Women, Native Americans and African Americans during the federalist era.

	Guided Practice:  Distribute copies of voter qualifications from United States Constitution and several states (N.J., GA. S.C. N.Y. & N.C.) and read in class.  Emphasizing each state decided who could or who could not vote.  Explain that free property-owning blacks lost their suffrage rights by 1820 in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, Maryland, Tennessee, and North Carolina -- all states in which they had previously voted as propertied males.


	Independent Practice:  Pass out the attached chart and have the students fill in the suffrage requirements for each state listed – then review as a class and explain that by 1820: blacks and women had been disenfranchised through state constitutional amendment, while universal white male suffrage had taken hold in the United States by 1828


	Closure Homework  In a brief essay explain how different groups acquired the right to vote examining suffrage amendments in the United States Constitution.  (15th,19th,23rd,24th,26th amendments) Then explain which groups were enfranchised for the first time by these amendments.  Cite examples from the handout in class. 



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. The essay should provide evidence of understanding of suffrage and how it has evolved and changed since the federalist era.

2. A quiz on the Federalist era.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Attachments:
SEE BELOW

United States Constitution - Article 1 Sec 2

The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature.
New Jersey Constitution of 1776
IV. That all inhabitants of this Colony, of full age (21), who are worth fifty pounds proclamation money, clear estate in the same, and have resided within the county in which they claim a vote for twelve months immediately preceding the election, shall be entitled to vote for Representatives in Council and Assembly; and also for all other public officers, that shall be elected by the people of the county at large.

Constitution of Georgia; February 5, 1777
ART. IX. All male white inhabitants, of the age of twenty-one years, and possessed in his own right of ten pounds value, and liable to pay tax in this State, or being of any mechanic trade, and shall have been resident six months in this State, shall have a right to vote at all elections for representatives, or any other officers, herein agreed to be chosen by the people at large; and every person having a right to vote at any election shall vote by ballot personally.

Constitution of South Carolina - March 19, 1778
The qualification of electors shall be that every free white man, and no other person, who acknowledges the being of a God, and believes in a future state of rewards and punishments, and who has attained to the age of one and twenty years, and hath been a resident and an inhabitant in this State for the space of one whole year before the day appointed for the election he offers to give his vote at, and hath a freehold at least of fifty acres of land, or a town lot, and hath been legally seized and possessed of the same at least six months previous to such election, or hath paid a tax the preceding year, or was taxable the present year, at least six months previous to the said election, in a sum equal to the tax on fifty acres of land, to the support of this government, shall be deemed a person qualified to vote for, and shall be capable of electing, a representative or representatives to serve as a member or members in the senate and house of representatives, for the parish or district where he actually is a resident, or in any other parish or district in this State where he hath the like freehold.
New York Constitution of 1777

VII. That every male inhabitant of full age (21), who shall have personally resided within one of the counties of this State for six months immediately preceding the day of election, shall, at such election, be entitled to vote for representatives of the said county in assembly; if, during the time aforesaid, he shall have been a freeholder, possessing a freehold of the value of twenty pounds, within the said county, or have rented a tenement therein of the yearly value of forty shillings, and been rated and actually paid taxes to this State: Provided always, That every person who now is a freeman of the city of Albany, or who was made a freeman of the city of New York on or before the fourteenth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and seventy-five, and shall be actually and usually resident in the said cities, respectively, shall be entitled to vote for representatives in assembly within his said place of residence.

North Carolina Constitution of 1776

VII. That all freemen, of the age of twenty-one years, who have been inhabitants of any one county within the State twelve months immediately preceding the day of any election and possessed of a freehold within the same county of fifty acres of land for six months next before, and at the day of election, shall be entitled to vote for a member of the Senate. 

VIII. That all freemen of the age of twenty-one Years, who have been inhabitants of any one county within this State twelve months immediately preceding the day of any election, and shall have paid public taxes shall be entitled to vote for members of the House of Commons for the county in which he resides. 

MARCH 31, 1776
ABIGAIL ADAMS TO JOHN ADAMS
        "I long to hear that you have declared an independency. And, by the way, in the new code of laws which I suppose it will be necessary for you to make, I desire you would remember the ladies and be more generous and favorable to them than your ancestors. 
        "Do not put such unlimited power into the hands of the husbands. 
        "Remember, all men would be tyrants if they could. If particular care and attention is not paid to the ladies, we are determined to foment a rebellion, and will not hold ourselves bound by any laws in which we have no voice or representation. 
        "That your sex are naturally tyrannical is a truth so thoroughly established as to admit of no dispute; but such of you as wish to be happy willingly give up -- the harsh tide of master for the more tender and endearing one of friend. 
        "Why, then, not put it out of the power of the vicious and the lawless to use us with cruelty and indignity with impunity?  
        "Men of sense in all ages abhor those customs which treat us only as the (servants) of your sex; regard us then as being placed by Providence under your protection, and in imitation of the Supreme Being make use of that power only for our happiness."
Read the suffrage requirements from each states constitution and fill in the chart below

	
	NJ
	SC
	GA
	NY
	NC

	Age Requirement
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	Race Requirement
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	Residency Requirement


	
	
	
	
	

	Religious Requirement
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