Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Matthew Woods

	Subject: Civics

	Grade Level: 10

	Class Time Required: 60

	Lesson Title: Structure of the Constitution


Essential Question:

	Why did the Framers include the principles they did in writing the Constitution?

1.05 Identify the major domestic problems of the nation under the Articles of Confederation and assess the extent to which they were resolved by the new Constitution.

1.06 Compare viewpoints about government in the Federalist and the Anti-Federalist Papers.


Brief Description of Lesson:

	-Open with a bell ringer- define vocabulary for lesson

-PowerPoint lesson- The making of the Constitution and the Principles underlying it.

-Foldable- Principles Underlying the Constitution

-Worksheet- Constitution search (Homework)


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

-Explain the difficulties involved in creating the Constitution.

-Identify the major principles that make up the Constitution.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

Copy of the Constitution- p. 95-107

Federalist Papers #10- Alexander Hamilton

Secondary Sources:

Text Book- Civics Today- Chapter 3

Scene from the movie “John Adams”- Constitutional Convention



	Technology: PowerPoint, projector, T.V., DVD- “John Adams”


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- 10 minutes

· Chapter 3 Vocabulary- Federalist, Anti-federalist, legislative, executive, judicial, amendment, popular sovereignty, rule of law, separation of powers, checks and balances, federalism

	Teacher led instruction- 45 minutes

-Students will take notes using guided notes as they follow along with the PowerPoint lecture

-PowerPoint is on USB marked Civics- Located in Chapter 3 file “Constitution PPT ”

-We will stop and review/ look over the Federalist Papers #10 and the Constitution as we go

-Students will make a Foldable labeled Principles Underlying the Constitution 

          -students will need 3 sheets of paper, spacing each one about an inch apart (layered)

          -the papers will then be folded in half “hamburger” style so that it looks as if there are  six sheets of paper

          -each layer contains a label of the principle, and then the information will be placed underneath it.

          -if this seems confusing, refer to my example and ask the T.A. for help

	Guided Practice- 20 minutes

Students will pair up and review Alexander Hamilton’s stance on the need for a strong national government in the Federalist Papers #10 

-They will then act as Anti-federalist and argue against Hamilton’s stance.

-Pairs will recode their ideas on a sheet of paper called the Anti-Federalist Papers #01

	Independent Practice- 10 minutes- Classwork/ Homework

-Students will complete a worksheet for classwork/ homework- Constitution Search

-they will use the Constitution in the book (p. 95-117) to answer the questions on the worksheet

	Closure- 5 minutes

-Review what we learned

-Quiz tomorrow


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

-I will ask question as we go relating to the lesson.  There will be pre-assessment (gauge previous knowledge) and post assessment (gauge understanding) questions.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:

· PowerPoint= Constitution
· Guided Notes
· Constitution Search
· Historic Documents of the United States= http://ahp.gatech.edu/hisdocs.html
· America’s Homepage/ Historic Documents

· Online website to retrieve Historical Documents

· Alexander Hamilton- Federalist Papers #10- 1788

