Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: Civics and Economics 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 90 min 

	Lesson Title: The Seven Articles of the United States of America constitution 


Essential Question:
	How do does the Articles of Confederation compare to the Constitution and how did the founding fathers fix the problems of the Articles of Confederation while still restricting the powers of the federal government?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Each student will read a short section of the Federalist papers individually.  Afterwards they will be split up into five groups. Two groups will examine Article I, (first group will do section 1-5, while the second group will do sec 6-10) they will compare it to articals V,VIII, IX, XII of the Articles of the Constitution (AOC).  One group will examine Article II and compare it to article III of the AOC, one group will exam Articles III and IV and compare it to articals  IV,II,X of the AOC.  The last groups will examine Articles V, VI, and VII they will compare it to articals XIII, VI, XI of the AOC.  Each person in the group will be assigned a job; Leader, reader, Illustrator, presenter, questioner. They must write down what their job entails and what they did to achieve an A for that job. The groups will then take turns presenting their articles to the class. For each article they must describe how this article fixes a problem in the Article of Confederation while still limiting the powers of the Federal Government.  After the presentations, students will write a three paragraph reflection on how the constitution fixed the Articles of Confederation while still limiting the Federal Government 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to Identify the seven Articles of the Constitution with 100 % accuracy.  Students will also be able to write a three paragraph reflection on how the Constitution fixed the Articles of confederation while still putting limitation of the Federal Government. 



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: United States Constitution, Federalist Papers, Articles of Confederation 
Secondary Sources: Civics Today; Citizenship, Economics, & you 


	Technology: projector, computer, internet 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) The class will be referred back to the lesson on the Constitutional Convention.  The teacher will project the painting, Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States by Howard Chandler Christy.  There will be a short class discussion on what the founding fathers may have been discussing and the agreements and disagreement they may have had while writing the Constitution.  After a short discussion students will read a section of the Federalist papers individually and highlight three reasons why James Madison wanted the Constitution to be implemented fallowed by a short class discussion.


	Teacher led instruction 

The teacher will reiterate the weakness of the Articles of Confederation, and discuss what the founding fathers were setting out to fix.  The teacher will also lead the class discussions about the painting as well as the Federalist Paper. 

	Guided Practice  

The teacher will be walking from group to group making sure students are able to read and comprehend the articles they are assigned 

	Independent Practice

Students will need to turn in what their job was, a description of the job, and what they did to accomplish that job as well a three paragraph paper answering the Essential question.  The paper may be done as homework.

	Closure
Students will write a reflection describing how the founding fathers fixed the problem of the Articles of Confederation and what was put in place to prevent the Federal Government from having too much power.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The teachers will assess the student’s ability to fully understand how the Constitution corrected the errors in the Articles of Confederation.  The teacher will first assess what the students highlighted in the Federalist Papers by having a short class discussion.  Once the students break up in group one can assess the students knowledge of the articles by examining the poster to make sure each student is contribution to their individual job in which when each job is put together the poster should show a full understanding of the specific article of the constitution assigned to that group.  The group as a whole will be evaluated on how well they explain how their article corrected faults in the Articles of confederation while still accomplishing a limited government.  Individuals will produce a final written project that will pull everything together to demonstrate that each student can answer the essential question 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher can reflect on the group poster as well as the individual papers students handed in.  Encourage your leaders of the groups to be making notes of students in the groups who are on task and which ones are not doing their jobs.  Pull aside the leaders before starting the project and let them know that they are to assess the people in the group. Make sure your group leaders are reliable and capable of performing this task.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 
Web address: http://ratify.constitutioncenter.org/constitution/constitution.pdf
Author and Title: National Constitution Center, The Constitution of the United States of America 
Brief synopsis of the source: The constitution of the United States of America 
Web address: http://www.usconstitution.net/articles.html#Article6
Author and title: The Articles of Confederation

Brief synopsis of the source: The XIII articles of the Articles of Confederation 

Web address: http://www.constitution.org/fed/federa10.htm
Author and Title: The Federalist No. 10 The Utility of the Union as a Safeguard Against Domestic Faction and Insurrection (continued) by James Madison 
Brief Synopsis of the Source:  This is the Federalist Paper number 10 written to the people of New York by James Madison describing why they should ratify the Constitution. 
Web address: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/convention/christy/

Author and Title: Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States of America by Howard Chandler Christy
Brief synopsis of the source: a picture of the painting, Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States of America 

Attachments:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Attachments:
