Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kristen Hewett

	Subject: Civics and Economics

	Grade Level: 10-12

	Class Time Required: 1-2 class periods

	Lesson Title: Separation of Church and State


Essential Questions:
	· How did ideas from prominent colonials and America’s founding fathers influence and strengthen the First Amendment?
· How has the Supreme Court interpreted the idea of separation of church and state as well as the protections of the First Amendment?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will read selected quotes and primary sources dealing with the separation of church and state.  They will analyze these sources as a class utilizing the SOAPS method.  After analyzing the quotes, student groups will research and report upon a Supreme Court case dealing with freedom of religion.  The lesson will end with a class discussion of hypothetical situations that students will support using the texts and court cases studied.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCSCOS Objectives Civics & Economics:

· 1.01: Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America.
· 1.07: Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution.

· 2.06: Analyze court cases that demonstrate how the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights protect the rights of individuals.

Teacher Designed Objectives:

· Analyze primary sources and quotes that relate to the separation of church and state and the First Amendment
· Research Supreme Court cases that deal with the First Amendment
· Discuss and defend personal ideas about the separation of church and state utilizing primary sources, quotes, and court cases studied in class.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Virginia Act for Establishing Religious Freedom, quotes from Roger Williams, Charter of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation, quote from Thomas Jefferson, First Amendment to the US Constitution **See handout for text of sources and websites**
Secondary Sources:  Students will utilize the Internet to search for information on their assigned court case. 

	Technology: Access to the Internet


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Free write:  Students will write for 3-5 minutes about what they believe is covered under the term “separation of church and state.”

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher and students will read through and analyze selected quotes and sources from the colonial and Federalists eras dealing with the separation of church and state.

	Guided Practice  

Court Case Research and Presentations:  In small groups (2-3) students will research one of the following court cases dealing with the separation of church and state:
· Engel v. Vitale

· Abington School District v. Schempp

· Lynch v. Donnelly

· Stone v. Graham

· Wallace v. Jaffree

· County of Allegheny v. ACLU

· Pittsburgh v. ACLU

· Lee v. Weisman

Students in each team will be assigned a role (researcher, recorder, team leader) to study their assigned case.  Each team will complete a worksheet on the case (see attached) and report their findings back to the class.
Class Discussion:  The teacher will moderate a class discussion on the separation of church and state.  Students should defend their argument/stance by referencing the quotes and court cases studied.  Topics that might be discussed may include:  Does reciting the Pledge of Allegiance in school violate the First Amendment?  Should schools allow religious based student organizations?  Should school choirs perform Christmas carols or other religious songs?  How do arguments over evolution and intelligent design play into the ideas of separation of church and state?  Should school breaks be scheduled around Christian holidays?  

	Independent Practice

Students will complete a closing activity form to rate the lesson and their comprehension.  **See attached**

	Closure
See Independent Practice


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Students will complete SOAPS worksheets for primary sources/quotes **See quotes and SOAPS worksheet**
2. In  groups students will complete a worksheet outlining the main points of an assigned court case dealing with the separation of church and state **See court case worksheet and group rubric**

3. As a class, students will discuss issues regarding the separation of church and state.  **See discussion rubric**

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Since I am already past this point in my classes, I am not sure how the lesson will go, however, I have found that students generally enjoy discussions about the separation of church and state.  
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address: http://religiousfreedom.lib.virginia.edu/sacred/vaact.html
Author and Title: The Religious Freedom Page
Brief synopsis of the source: Website to access The Virginia Act For Establishing Religious Freedom
Web address: http://www.brucegourley.com/baptists/quotesscs.htm
Author and Title: Historical Baptist Quotes.  
Brief synopsis of the source: Website to access quotes from Roger Williams

Web address: http://www.auok.org/rhode_island_charter.htm
Author and Title: Rhode Island Charter.  
Brief synopsis of the source: Website to access the Rhode Island Charter

Web address: http://rationalrevolution.net/articles/history_of_the_separation_of_chu.htm
Author and Title: History of the Separation of Church and State in America.  
Brief synopsis of the source: Website to access quote from Thomas Jefferson.

Web address: http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment01/
Author and Title: Find Law: US Constitution: First Amendment.  
Brief synopsis of the source: Website to access text of the First Amendment.

Web address: www.rubistar.4teachers.org
Author and Title: Rubi Star  
Brief synopsis of the source: Website that allows teachers to create custom rubrics free of charge.

Attachments:

Attachment #1 Primary Sources & Quotes with SOAPS Analysis

The Virginia Act For Establishing Religious Freedom 

Thomas Jefferson, 1786 


Well aware that Almighty God hath created the mind free; that all attempts to influence it by temporal punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations, tend only to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness, and are a departure from the plan of the Holy Author of our religion, who being Lord both of body and mind, yet chose not to propagate it by coercions on either, as was in his Almighty power to do; that the impious presumption of legislators and rulers, civil as well as ecclesiastical, who, being themselves but fallible and uninspired men, have assumed dominion over the faith of others, setting up their own opinions and modes of thinking as the only true and infallible, and as such endeavoring to impose them on others, hath established and maintained false religions over the greatest part of the world, and through all time; that to compel a man to furnish contributions of money for the propagation of opinions which he disbelieves, is sinful and tyrannical; that even the forcing him to support this or that teacher of his own religious persuasion, is depriving him of the comfortable liberty of giving his contributions to the particular pastor whose morals he would make his pattern, and whose powers he feels most persuasive to righteousness, and is withdrawing from the ministry those temporal rewards, which proceeding from an approbation of their personal conduct, are an additional incitement to earnest and unremitting labors for the instruction of mankind; that our civil rights have no dependence on our religious opinions, more than our opinions in physics or geometry; that, therefore, the proscribing any citizen as unworthy the public confidence by laying upon him an incapacity of being called to the offices of trust and emolument, unless he profess or renounce this or that religious opinion, is depriving him injuriously of those privileges and advantages to which in common with his fellow citizens he has a natural right; that it tends also to corrupt the principles of that very religion it is meant to encourage, by bribing, with a monopoly of worldly honors and emoluments, those who will externally profess and conform to it; that though indeed these are criminal who do not withstand such temptation, yet neither are those innocent who lay the bait in their way; that to suffer the civil magistrate to intrude his powers into the field of opinion and to restrain the profession or propagation of principles, on the supposition of their ill tendency, is a dangerous fallacy, which at once destroys all religious liberty, because he being of course judge of that tendency, will make his opinions the rule of judgment, and approve or condemn the sentiments of others only as they shall square with or differ from his own; that it is time enough for the rightful purposes of civil government, for its officers to interfere when principles break out into overt acts against peace and good order; and finally, that truth is great and will prevail if left to herself, that she is the proper and sufficient antagonist to error, and has nothing to fear from the conflict, unless by human interposition disarmed of her natural weapons, free argument and debate, errors ceasing to be dangerous when it is permitted freely to contradict them. 

Be it therefore enacted by the General Assembly, That no man shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious worship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced, restrained, molested, or burdened in his body or goods, nor shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or belief; but that all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to maintain, their opinions in matters of religion, and that the same shall in nowise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil capacities. 

And though we well know this Assembly, elected by the people for the ordinary purposes of legislation only, have no powers equal to our own and that therefore to declare this act irrevocable would be of no effect in law, yet we are free to declare, and do declare, that the rights hereby asserted are of the natural rights of mankind, and that if any act shall be hereafter passed to repeal the present or to narrow its operation, such act will be an infringement of natural right. 
The Religious Freedom Page, http://religiousfreedom.lib.virginia.edu/sacred/vaact.html.   Accessed on 11/23/09 
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Quotes from Roger Williams

1640
"An enforced uniformity of religion throughout a nation or civil state, confounds the civil and religious, denies the principles of Christianity and civility, and that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh." Roger Williams (founder of First Baptist Church in America), The Bloody Tenet of Persecution.1640
"When they [the Church] have opened a gap in the hedge or wall of separation between the garden of the church and the wilderness of the world, God hath ever broke down the wall itself, removed the Candlestick, etc., and made His Garden a wilderness as it is this day. And that therefore if He will ever please to restore His garden and Paradise again, it must of necessity be walled in peculiarly unto Himself from the world, and all that be saved out of the world are to be transplanted out of the wilderness of the World."  Roger Williams, "Mr. Cotton's Letter Lately Printed, Examined and Answered," The Complete Writings of Roger Williams, Vol. 1, 108.
Historical Baptist Quotes.  http://www.brucegourley.com/baptists/quotesscs.htm.  Accessed on 11/23/09
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Charter of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations
July 15, 1663
. . . And whereas, in theire humble addresse, they have ffreely declared, that it is much on their hearts (if they may be permitted), to hold forth a livlie experiment, that a most flourishing civill state may stand and best bee maintained, and that among our English subjects. with a full libertie in religious concernements; and that true pietye rightly grounded upon gospell principles, will give the best and greatest security to sovereignetye, and will lay in the hearts of men the strongest obligations to true loyaltye: Now know bee, that wee beinge willinge to encourage the hopefull undertakeinge of oure sayd lovall and loveinge subjects, and to secure them in the free exercise and enjovment of all theire civill and religious rights, appertaining to them, as our loveing subjects; and to preserve unto them that libertye, in the true Christian ffaith and worshipp of God, which they have sought with soe much travaill, and with peaceable myndes, and lovall subjectione to our royall progenitors and ourselves, to enjoye; and because some of the people and inhabitants of the same colonie cannot, in theire private opinions, conforms to the publique exercise of religion, according to the litturgy, formes and ceremonyes of the Church of England, or take or subscribe the oaths and articles made and established in that behalfe; and for that the same, by reason of the remote distances of those places, will (as wee hope) bee noe breach of the unitie and unifformitie established in this nation: Have therefore thought ffit, and doe hereby publish, graunt, ordeyne and declare, That our royall will and pleasure is, that noe person within the sayd colonye, at any tyme hereafter, shall bee any wise molested, punished, disquieted, or called in question, for any differences in opinione in matters of religion, and doe not actually disturb the civill peace of our sayd colony; but that all and everye person and persons may, from tyme to tyme, and at all tymes hereafter, freelye and fullye have and enjoye his and theire owne judgments and consciences, in matters of religious concernments, throughout the tract of lance hereafter mentioned; they behaving themselves peaceablie and quietlie, and not useing this libertie to lycentiousnesse and profanenesse, nor to the civill injurye or outward disturbeance of others; any lawe, statute, or clause, therein contayned, or to bee contayned, usage or custome of this realme, to the contrary hereof, in any wise, notwithstanding. . . .

Rhode Island Charter.  http://www.auok.org/rhode_island_charter.htm.  Accessed on 11/23/09.  
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Quote from Thomas Jefferson
Because religious belief, or non-belief, is such an important part of every person's life, freedom of religion affects every individual. State churches that use government power to support themselves and force their views on persons of other faiths undermine all our civil rights. Moreover, state support of the church tends to make the clergy unresponsive to the people and leads to corruption within religion. Erecting the "wall of separation between church and state," therefore, is absolutely essential in a free society.
     We have solved ... the great and interesting question whether freedom of religion is compatible with order in government and obedience to the laws. And we have experienced the quiet as well as the comfort which results from leaving every one to profess freely and openly those principles of religion which are the inductions of his own reason and the serious convictions of his own inquiries.
- President Thomas Jefferson: in a speech to the Virginia Baptists (1808) 
History of the Separation of Church and State in America.  http://rationalrevolution.net/articles/history_of_the_separation_of_chu.htm.  Accessed on 11/23/09.  
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First Amendment

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances. 

Find Law: US Constitution: First Amendment.  http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/data/constitution/amendment01/.  Access on 11/23/09.  
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Attachment #2 Court Case & Group Assignment Worksheet & Rubric
Student Name: __________________________

Date: __________________________________



Civics – The Separation of Church and State
Goals 1.01, 1.07, 2.06
Objectives:

· Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America.
· Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution
· Analyze court cases that demonstrate how the US Constitution and the Bill of Rights protect the rights of individuals.


Main Ideas

· Individual Rights of Citizens

· First Amendment

· Separation of Church and State



Court Cases (Circle the one assigned to your group)
· Engel v. Vitale

· Abington School District v. Schempp

· Lynch v. Donnelly

· Stone v. Graham

· Wallace v. Jaffree

· County of Allegheny v. ACLU

· Pittsburgh v. ACLU

· Lee v. Weisman



Group Members/Roles:

· Team Leader/Time Keeper:

· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role:  Keeps the team on track and focused.  Ensures that members adhere to time limits and do not get off topic.

· Researcher:
· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role: Finds information and shares with the group

· Recorder/Reporter:

· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role:  Writes down information that has to be turned in to the teacher.  Presents information to the class.



Group Rules

1. Stay on task

2. Complete all individual and group assignments

3. Respect all team mates
Assignment Directions:

· With your group research your assigned case and complete the following chart:
	Issue 
	

	Court’s Decision
	

	Importance
	

	Your Thoughts
	

	Illustration
	


Group Work Rubric
	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Focus on the task 
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task. 
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work. 

	Working with Others 
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Tries to keep people working well together. 
	Usually listens to, shares, with, and supports the efforts of others. Does not cause "waves" in the group. 
	Often listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others, but sometimes is not a good team member. 
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others. Often is not a good team player. 

	Quality of Work 
	Provides work of the highest quality. 
	Provides high quality work. 
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. 
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. 

	Time-management 
	Routinely uses time well throughout the project to ensure things get done on time. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Usually uses time well throughout the project, but may have procrastinated on one thing. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Tends to procrastinate, but always gets things done by the deadlines. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Rarely gets things done by the deadlines AND group has to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's inadequate time management


Student Name: _______________________________
Grade You Would Assign: ____________ Role: ______________
Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #1: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #2: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Attachment #3 – Class Discussion Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Respect of Others 
	All statements, body language, and responses were respectful and were in appropriate language. 
	Statements and responses were respectful and used appropriate language, but once or twice body language was not. 
	Most statements and responses were respectful and in appropriate language, but there was one sarcastic remark. 
	Statements, responses and/or body language were consistently not respectful. 

	Information 
	All information presented in the discussion was clear, accurate and thorough. 
	Most information presented in the discussion was clear, accurate and thorough. 
	Most information presented in the discussion was clear and accurate, but was not usually thorough. 
	Information had several inaccuracies OR was usually not clear. 

	Use of Cases and Sources 
	Every major point was well supported with relevant references to the sources, quotes, or court cases studied. 
	Some points were adequately supported with relevant references to the sources, quotes, or court cases studied. 
	Some points were adequately supported with relevant references to the sources, quotes, or court cases studied, but the relevance of some was questionable. 
	Points were not supported


Attachment #4 – Student Evaluation/Closure Sheet
	What did you enjoy most about this lesson?


	

	What would you have liked to have done/learned that we did not cover?


	

	What did you feel was a powerful argument during the class discussion?  Did anyone change your views?  Why or why not?


	


