Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Dylan Dimock

	Subject: Civics

	Grade Level: 10

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: Evolution of representative democracy in the United states.  


Essential Question:

	How did self government develop in the United States and how are these ideas expressed in the Declaration of Independence.



Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students will gain background knowledge on the development of self government in the United States. As a result students will have an understanding of their beliefs, settlements, and roots of American democracy. They will then examine the development of these ideas as expressed in the Declaration on Independence
 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 
Declaration of Independence – In textbook
Secondary Sources:

Text book - Civics Today by Glencoe


	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Have students create a list of things associated with self government. Then create a list on the board of the common themes.  Explain that we are going to examine where these ideas came from. (Popular sovereignty, Limited government, Rule of Law and Civil rights)

	Teacher led instruction- Lecture on the ideas the English colonists brought with them from England ( Magna Carta, the Development of Parliament, the Glorious Revolution, English Bill of Rights, The Mayflower Compact, the House of Burgesses,  Mercantalism and the policy of Salutory neglect).  

	Guided Practice  -  
Have students create a timeline outlining the development of self government 1215 through the French and Indian war and have them explain the significance of each event in the timeline. 

	Independent Practice

Have them read the Declaration of Independence and find the themes we discussed earlier in our jump start activity. (Popular sovereignty, Limited government, Rule of Law and Civil rights)

	Closure

Discuss what the students have written down. Then have the students make a real world connection by examining the American evolution of self government and comparing it with the current experience with democracy in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Then ask the students for homework to write a brief essay examining the troubles and possible solutions for exporting democracy around the world.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Evaluate student understanding from their responses during the class discussions

2. Examine students ability to lead a discussion and see how much guidance was needed by the teacher

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

1. Assess students through a written essay

2. Assess Students understanding through the various lists they made during the lesson

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

 

