Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kelly Jones

	Subject: Civics and Economics, US History, AP USH

	Grade Level:10-12

	Class Time Required:1 Block (90 min)

	Lesson Title: Living as an African American in Early America


Essential Question:
	How did slavery define the lives of African Americans in the early 1800’s?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	The students will brainstorm differences economically, politically, and socially of African Americans and white Americans during the early 1800’s. They will be assigned to groups of up to four to read, discuss, and create a wordle document of their assigned story of a slave. After creating the wordle document they will choose the largest print (largest words are the most important in the document, as the size of the word decreases so does the importance in the document) word to define and discuss in their small group. After reading the excerpt, creating a wordle, the group will create an illustrated story board of their assigned slave narrative excerpt. Finally they will present these to the class.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

The students will be able to understand the roles and lives of African Americans during the early 1800’s. They will be able to provide critical perspectives politically, socially, and economically.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

“Taken from the Guinea Coast as a Child, A Narrative of the Life and Adventures of Venture” By: Venture Smith
“The Horrors of the Middle Passage, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano” By: Olaudah Equiano

“A Devout Moslem Sold to the Infidels” By: Omar Ibn Seid

“Life as a Slave: A Narrative” By: Myra Reynolds


	Technology: Computer, Internet – www. wordle.net


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

The students will brainstorm as a class the differences economically, politically, and socially of African Americans and white Americans during the early 1800’s.

	Teacher led instruction
The teacher will place the students in groups and assign each group one of the slave narratives (Primary Sources). The group will read the assigned story and discuss the important issues pertaining to their story. The teacher will also model wordle.net, demonstrating how to correctly use the site.

	Guided Practice
Following the discussion, the students will go to wordle.net and copy and paste their assigned narrative into the text box provided.  After selecting the “go” button, the text will appear in a creative document with the larger text emphasizing the importance of specific words. The student will write these down, define the words and discuss these with their group. 

	Independent Practice

Based on their assigned narrative and their group created wordle document, each student will create an illustrated story board of their story. This needs to be colored and use the important words from the wordle as its captions. 

	Closure
The students will present their story board to the class. This will allow all students different stories and perspectives of life in the early 1800s for African Americans. 


Assessment of the Lesson:
Create a Rubric:
Correct information in the story board

Wordle document

Creativity

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address: www.wordle.net
Brief synopsis of the source: Copy and paste documents into the text box and click the “go” tab. The site will create a document with largest words as the most important. 
Attachments:

Story Board Illustration
