Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Keith Walter

	Subject: US  History

	Grade Level: High School

	Class Time Required: 1 block

	Lesson Title: George Washington-A Study in Contradictions.




Essential Question:
	Is the way George Washington is remembered a complete picture of the countries first president?
What were some issues facing the nation during the early republic period?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will activate prior knowledge about about Geroge Washington. Next, students will complete the web quest handout using the world wide web. After sharing what they learned, students will write an obituary for America’s first president based on what they learned. 




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period.
1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.(US History)
1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity. (Civics and Economics)


	Teacher Designed Objectives:
Students will explore George Washington’s life through newspaper articles from that time.
Students will learn about the first political parties in the United States and other problems facing the young nation.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: Patriot Papers web site  

Secondary Sources: Patriot Papers website and Portrait Puzzler


	Technology: Internet Access






Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
As a class, brainstorm what students know about George Washington and write it on the board.

	Teacher led instruction
Based on student responses, pose the question, what do we not know about Washington and/or what areas of his life would you like to learn about?

	Guided Practice  
Web Quest worksheet. 

	Independent Practice
George Washington obituary/funeral speech.

	Closure
Ask each student to share one new piece of history they learned about and share speech’s/obituaries.


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.






Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address: 
	1. http://npg.si.edu/education/exhibitresource.html
Author and Title:
1. National Portrait Gallery-Smithsonian Institution
Brief synopsis of the source:
1. The Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery tells the history of America through individuals who have shaped its culture. Through the visual arts, performing arts and new media, the Portrait Gallery portrays poets and presidents, visionaries and villains, actors and activists whose lives tell the American story.

Attachments: Web Quest Worksheet and directions for Obituary/Funeral Speech.







Patriot Papers Search: Who Was George Washington?

Directions: You will complete a web quest about George Washington and the time during which he lived using the following Smithsonian sponsored website.

1. Log on to: http://npg.si.edu/education/exhibitresource.html
2. Scroll down to “George Washington: A National Treasure”
3. Click on “Patriot Papers” then “Blast From the Past”.
4. Read through the headlines and excerpts to respond to the questions that follow.

Fredericksburg, 1758: 
1. Where was Washington when he won the election?
2. Why was he fighting on the side of the British? 
3. Look up “House of Burgesses”? 

Valley Forge 1777-78: 
4. What conflict was Washington involved in and what was his role?
5. Describe some of the challenges he faced there.

Yorktown 1781
6. Which event significant to our country occurred there?
7. Where will Martha Washington raise the rest of the children?

New York 1789
8. In your own words, describe what UNANAMOUS means.
9. At this time, how many electoral votes were there? How many are there now and how many of those are needed to become president? (look up)
10. Did George Washington want the job?
11. Where was the nation’s first capital city located?

1793
12. At this time, where was the capital moved to?
13. How did Washington feel about his re-election?
14. What were some of the difficulties facing the nation?

Whiskey Rebellion 1794
15. What was the Whiskey Rebellion?
16. How did President Washington deal with it?

Scroll up to the top of the page and click on “Not our Finest Hour”
Fast Facts
17. What did young George Washington inherit when he was 11 years old?
18. Upon his death, how many slaves were at Mt. Vernon?
19. What type of work did most of his slaves do?
20. When were the slaves at Mt. Vernon set free?

November 1796
21. Who was Olney Judge?
22. How did she distress Mrs. Washington?
23. What awkward situation did this create?

December 1790
24. What was the Pennsylvania law regarding slavery?
25. Was President Washington worried about his slaves running away while in Philadelphia?
26. What unique skill did William Digg’s slave possess?

Did you Know…
Read through the selection and write down the 2 things that surprised you the most about Washington.
a.
b.


Scroll up to the top of the page and in the left margin click on, “Death be not Proud”. 
27. George Washington died at age…
28. What were some medical techniques his doctors used to try to cure him?

Did He Stand a Chance (click on high school edition to read a first hand account of his death)
29. Name 2 reasons why his doctors bled him.
30. What actual effect did this practice have on patients?
31. An epiglottis is…

32. What types of material were his false teeth made out of?
33. Why may have false teeth made it difficult for President Washington to do his job?

Scroll to top of page and click on “Tripping Through Time”
In Other Words
34. Of Mistress Goody’s rules of civility, write down which of her rules you think is most important. Why???


Scroll to the top of the page and click on “Pudding Papers”
February 1792
Fill out the following chart about America’s first political parties:

	Federalist
	Republican (Anti-Federalist)

	Leader:
	Leader:

	Views/beliefs of party:
	Views/Beliefs of party:










August 2nd 1793
34. Infer-What political party does this paragraph lead you to believe Washington supported?
35. Why could Washington take no action against editor Freneau?

June 1791
36. Why did Washington tour the country? How long was he on the road?

Click on Patriot Papers main page to complete the following activity:
Portrait Puzzler: Write a statement about each of the following persons beliefs or contributions to the nation.

	John Hancock
	Abigail Adams
	John Adams
	Martha Washington

	



	
	
	

	Thomas Jefferson
	Ben Franklin
	Alexander Hamilton
	Thomas Paine

	



	
	
	



Class/Homework assignment:

Based on what you have learned today you will write an obituary for George Washington. Be sure your article has a headline and is at least 1 paragraph long (6 or more inter-connected sentences). Be sure to include information from the web-quest or additional research in your article. 


