Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: H. Menzel

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 45 minutes

	Lesson Title:  the Election of 1800




Essential Question:
	Why is the election of 1800 known as a “peaceful revolution”?





Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will review Federalists v. Democratic-Republicans, learn about why Hamilton supported Jefferson in the election of 1800, and why the election of 1800




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
	1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period.



	Teacher Designed Objectives:
Why is the election of 1800 sometimes called “a peaceful revolution”?



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Letter from Hamilton urging HG Otis to vote for Jefferson in election of 1800 (attached after page break)
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/19th_century/jefinau1.asp  Jefferson’s first inaugural address

Secondary Sources:



	Technology: LCD projector to look at 1st inaugural address








Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students will pair up and create a brief “attack ad” script against Adams or Jefferson—encourage them to use the Federalist/Dem-Rep platform as well as decisions from Adams’s administration to fuel the fire!  Ask for a few volunteers to perform the ads for the class.

	Teacher led instruction
Teacher will explain the structure of the electoral college PRE 12th amendment.  Ask students to imagine a scenario where Hamilton would support Jefferson—then hand out independent practice sheet. After Independent Practice, explain clearly how Jefferson became the winner as students take notes.

	Independent Practice  
Students will read letter from Hamilton, answer questions in writing in space provided.

	Guided Practice
Use excerpts from Jefferson’s first inaugural address to illustrate how Jefferson signaled a peaceful transition—“we are all Republicans; we are all Democrats” and his opinion on the best way to govern.

	Closure
Show, handout, or perform the Election of 1800 Rap—I didn’t write it but don’t remember who did…Ask kids to point out facts referred to in the rap. It’s fun!


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Students will write a paragraph summarizing the election of 1800 that answers the following questions:  
Who ran and what party were they from?
Why was it decided in the House of Representatives?
Who won and how?
Why is it known as a “peaceful revolution”?



Assessment of the Lesson:







Attachments:





This is a letter from Alexander Hamilton to Harrison Gray Otis, a leading Boston Federalist who had written to Hamilton on 17 December 1800.
	

	N York Decr. 23. 1800
Dr Sir, 
I lose no time in replying to your letter of the 17- this day received. 
My opinion is, after mature reflection, that if Jefferson and Burr come with equal votes to the House of Representatives, the former ought to be preferred by the Federalists. 

1.  Who does Hamilton want the Federalists to choose?


2. Why did Jefferson and Burr come with equal votes to the House of Representatives?


Mr. Jefferson is respectably known in Europe - Mr. Burr little… 

3.  Put the above sentence in your own words.



Mr. Jefferson is a man of easy fortune - Mr. Burr, as I believe, a bankrupt beyond redemption, unless by some coup(triumph) at the expense of the public…

4.  What reason does Hamilton give to distrust Burr?




 Mr. Jefferson, though too revolutionary in his notions, is yet a lover of liberty and will be desirous of something like orderly Government - Mr. Burr loves nothing but himself - thinks of nothing but his own aggrandizement (enhancement)- and will be content with nothing short of permanent power.

5.  What is negative about Jefferson’s ideas, according to Hamilton?



   

6.  What is positive about Jefferson’s ideas, according to Hamilton?

  
7. How does Hamilton feel about Burr’s priorities?






By no means, my Dear Sirs, let the Federalists be responsible for his (Jefferson’s) Elevation - In a choice of Evils let them take the least - Jefferson is in every view less dangerous than Burr. 

8. Why does Hamilton, then, encourage Federalists to elevate Jefferson to the Presidency?




But we ought - still to seek some advantages from our situation. It may be adviseable to … obtain from him some assurances of his future conduct. The three essential points for us to secure is. 1 The continuance of the neutral plan towards the belligerent powers 2 The preservation of the present System of public credit - 3 The maintenance & gradual increase of our navy. Other matters may be left to take their chance.
 
9. What did Hamilton want to obtain from Jefferson?



10.  What are the “belligerent powers”?



11.  What other two policies does Hamilton expect Jefferson to continue?





Yrs. with great affect & resp
A Hamilton


	




THE ELECTION OF 1800 (not by me but have no idea who wrote it)
The pot was aboil for the next election
As Adams and Jefferson both stood for selection...
Now plenty did think Mister Adams quite rotten.
He raised taxes, of course --- or had you forgotten?
But the tally of votes brought the strangest of spins:
A tie; yes, a tie... between Republicans!
As four names were put forth, but nowhere quite evident,
Who ran to be Vice and who ran to be President.
And how Jefferson fumed, how his teeth did gnaw:
The man picked as his second refused to withdraw!
Aaron Burr was the name at the point of deadlock,
The House tried 35 votes --- but got the same shock!
A strange bird, this Burr, who was meant to be V.P.,
And who, in Hamilton’s eyes, was a creature most creepy.
While in spite of their tussles and no matter what,
Every inch of old T.J. was a true patriot.
So Alex talked to a friend, to vote Jefferson in,
-- An odd way, to be sure, for bright Thomas to win.


