Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Whitney Clay Coonradt

	Subject: AP US History

	Grade Level: 11th grade

	Class Time Required:  1 hr homework in preparation, 

	Lesson Title: The Constitutional Convention


Essential Question:
	What are the core political issues being debated at the convention and what are the impacts of the resulting decisions.



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will read excerpts of primary documents on both Shay’s Rebellion and the Constitutional Convention and complete a reading guide.  Students will then participate in a discussion breaking down arguments on both sides of each issue addressed.  In conclusion, students write 3 Good Sentences on one of the decisions/issues they agreed with and 3 Good Sentences on an argument they thought was not strong or disagreed with.



Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCDPI Civics
1.05 Identify the major domestic problems of the nation under the Articles of Confederation and assess the extent to which they were resolved by the new Constitution.
AP US History
3.01 Identify and evaluate the events and compromises that led to the formation of a new government and differentiate between the Federalists and the Anti-Federalists views. 

NC DPI Skill Competency

Goal 1 The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing social studies vocabulary.

Goal 2 The learner will acquire strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using diverse modalities to demonstrate the knowledge acquired.

Goal 3 The learner will acquire strategies to analyze, interpret, create, and use resources and materials.

Goal 4 The learner will acquire strategies needed for applying decision-making and problem-solving techniques both orally and in writing to historic, contemporary, and controversial world issues.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
I use the American Spirit Reader (Bailey/Kennedy) but the articles included in the reading are

Daniel Shay Explains the Shayites’ Grievances (1786)

George Washington Expresses Alarm (1786)

Thomas Jefferson Favors Rebellion (1787)

The Debate of Representation in Congress (1787 – Mr Sherman & Mr Gerry)
The Argument of Over Slave Importations (1787 – Mr Martin & Mr Rutledge)

Secondary Sources:



	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- 15 minutes
Students will get in small groups (3-5) and talk through some of the material in small groups.  Students will be directed to list the arguments (from the documents!)  for and against the following issues: Rebellion, Popular Election, and Slave Importation.  Encourage them to be as specific as possible.
In a time crunch this step can be skipped, but this work in small groups can have students gather their thoughts and participate more fully in a group discussion.

	Teacher led instruction

	· Guided Practice  - 
As a group we will work our way through the pros and cons of each argument, culminating with who they find more convincing.  Concluding the discussion we will discuss how these articles and disagreements are similar or different from our perceptions of the founding fathers and Constitution.


	Independent Practice- 10 minutes
Students will write 2 separate 3 Good Sentences. One analyze what they felt was a strong argument and one on a topic they disagreed with.

	Closure- 10 minutes



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

There are multiple levels of assessment in this activity…

1.) Students will turn in the reading guide homework.  This I grade on completion, effort, etc.
2.) Students will be monitored for participation in the small group planning and discussion.  Discussion grades will be given.  My typical scale for discussion is a “C” for paying attention, being respectful, etc., a  “B” for speaking minimally or frequently w/out contributing, and an “A” for students who CONTRIBUTE to the discussion with analysis, references to texts, connections, etc. 
3.) The 3 Good Sentences will be assessed for support of their opinion and added to their Discussion grade. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

Attachments:

Reading Guide Attached
