Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Keith Walter

	Subject: US/NC History, Civics and Economics

	Grade Level: 8th thru high school

	Class Time Required: 1 block

	Lesson Title: Who do you think we are?




Essential Question:
	What is the census and how does it show our countries change over time?




Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will view a short video clip about America from 1789-1853, discuss how we know who is here, compare the 1790 census to 2000 and create some graphs showing how North Carolina and the United States have changed since the founding era.




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Explain what the census is and why it is important.
Identify how the demographics of North Carolina and the United States has changed over time.


	Teacher Designed Objectives:
Students will interpret data tables and place that data into a graph.
Students will be familiar with the growth of the early United States.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: 1790/2000 census data


Secondary Sources: Animated Atlas, World Almanac, Census website



	Technology: LCD projector, computers with internet access, writing utensil, protractor, colored pencils and rulers







Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
“Census for Teens” advanced quiz-use projector and have students write down their responses in their notebooks (any wrong answers should be corrected as the quiz progresses)

	Teacher led instruction
Census-what is it; Why-constitutional mandate, redistricting, apportionment, state funding, learn about ourselves; How-door to door, telephone, mail in form. Develop class definitions for the following terms: Cede/Cession, Stalemate, Latitude/Parallel, Colony, Persecution. Students should take down this information on their student handouts.

	Guided Practice  
Go to www.atlas.com and play “Part I: Completion of Territory 1789-1853”.  Play animated video map as students watch. After segment (4ish minutes) have students write a short reflection about what they just viewed on their handout. Discuss selection by asking students to share their learning reflections.

	Independent Practice
Students will follow direction’s to answer some questions and use the Census website and utilize other reference materials (Almanac) to collect data about the demographic changes of the United States by comparing the 1790 census to 2000. Students will then create a visual comparison of the results in the form of a pie graph.

	Closure
Share student work and discuss findings. If time, invite students to go to “Census for Teens” and play the educational games or look at fun state facts (can be done in pairs).


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Participation in quiz, completion of animated timeline reflection and “Who Do You Think You Are?” student handout, collection of data and successful creation of pie charts and class discussion of results.





Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address: 
1. http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie.html
2. www.census.gov 
Author and Title: 
1. Peter Mays: Growth of a Nation
2. US Census Bureau: Census Bureau Home Page and Census in Schools (quiz)
Brief synopsis of the source:
1. An animated timeline showing the growth of the United States (10 minutes) broken down into 3 sections. The timeline can also be accessed to show more depth and detail of events pertinent to the time period.
2. Government maintained website allowing access to a variety of data and information about the population of our nation.
Attachments: Who Do You Think You Are? Student Handout
Who Do You Think You Are? 
Census Notes:







Relevant Terms:
1-
2-
3-
4-
5-

Part I: Completion of Territory 1789-1853
During Viewing- Write down 2 facts or events that surprised you:
	a.
	b.
Post Viewing: write a 2-3 sentence reaction/reflection about what you just experienced

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Research: Go to www.census.gov and follow the directions:
Click on “people and households,” then “sources of information,” then “Measuring America: the Decennial Censuses From 1790 to 2000”.

Click on the link “Pages 5-96” and use page 1 to answer the following questions:
1. In 1790m where was the census being conducted (be specific)?
2. What 6 questions were the marshalls/eneumerators asking households about?
3. Look at the sample 1790 form and make an observation.

Click the back button once, then click the link to “Pages 97-109 to address the following questions:
1. List 3 ways the census conducted in 2000 was different from the previous one.
2. what types of information were being collected?
3. Look over the entire sample form and make an observation about.

Click the “back” button once, then click the link to “Appendix A-D” and look at A to respond to the following:
1. What did the 1790 census cost American tax payers?
2. What was the cost in 2000?
3. When did the census cost more that $1million to conduct?
4. Why do you thing the cost increases so much each decade the census is conducted?
Wrap-up/Results: Fill in the following table using an Almanac (for 1790 results) or information from the census homepage (Population Finder then state fact sheet for NC/United States information). 

	Category
	United States
(include % if given)
	North Carolina
(include % if given)

	Total Population-1790
	

	

	Free Colored Persons -1790
	

	

	Slaves-1790
	

	

	White/other-1790
	

	

	
	
	

	Total Population-2000
	

	

	White-
	

	

	Black/African American
	

	

	American Indian
	

	

	Asian
	

	

	Hispanic and Latino
	

	



Use the above data to create 4 pie charts that compare the United States in 1790 to North Carolina’s population in 1790 (first set) and The United States to North Carolina in 2000 (second set). Remember, a pie chart shows percentage of a whole.  If no percentage is given, remember to divide the number of persons in the sub-group by the total population and move the decimal point 2 spaces to arrive at the percentage.  Each pie chart should be neatly labeled and a color key created to show the make up of our population sub groups, according to the censuses of 1790 and 2000. 




