Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Kristen Hewett

	Subject: Civics

	Grade Level: 10 or 12

	Class Time Required: 1 Class Period

	Lesson Title: The Bill of Rights


Essential Questions:
	· What are rights?
· How does the Bill of Rights protect the rights of citizens?

· What rights are protected by the Bill of Rights?

· What consequences might arise from a citizen not knowing and understanding the Bill of Rights?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	After a brief discussion on the Bill of Rights students will:
· Read the Bill of Rights

· Put each amendment into their own words

· Create a video to give examples of the rights protected by each of the amendments in the Bill of Rights

· Write a short essay explaining which amendment within the Bill of Rights they feel is most important and why.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCSCOS Objectives Civics and Economics:

· Objective 1.07: Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution.
Teacher Designed Objectives:
· Students will understand and interpret the rights protected within the Bill of Rights
· Students will provide examples of the rights protected within the Bill of Rights


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 
Web address: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
Author and Title: Bill of Rights
Brief synopsis of the source: Full text version of the Bill of Rights including the Preamble to the Bill of Rights.
 

	Technology: Access to the Internet, Access to video equipment


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Students will complete a writing activity answering the following questions (some of these questions will review prior knowledge from goal 1.06 which studies the debate between the Federalists and Anti-Federalists):
· Why did several states refuse to ratify the Constitution without the addition of the Bill of Rights?

· What rights are granted to you as a citizen of the United States?
· Are all citizens rights equally protected?  Explain.

· Describe a time when you felt that one of your rights were violated. Describe your feelings and response to the situation. Explain ways you could have handled it differently.
· Can you think of any recent events where someone’s rights have been violated?

After students have completed their writing activities, the teacher will lead a short discussion based on the feedback provided by student volunteers.

	Teacher led instruction
See guided practice  

	Guided Practice  

Students will be divided into small groups of 3-4 students.  Each group will be given a copy of the full text of the Bill of Rights. Each team will complete an analysis on the information that they have been given (see attached).  
Students will then create a short video explaining each of the amendments within the Bill of Rights and providing an example of the rights that each amendment protects.  Videos will be reviewed by the teacher and shared with the class.


	Independent Practice
Students will write a short essay
Writing Prompt: Which amendment within the Bill of Rights do you feel is the most important in protecting our basic rights?  Why?  Explain and provide relevant examples.  


	Closure
See closing activity form.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

1. Informally the teacher will assess student comprehension while monitoring the student groups.
2. Students will complete analysis worksheet for the Bill of Rights **See attached worksheet **
3. Student groups will share their interpretations and examples of the Bill of Rights with the class through video for discussion and further analysis **See rubrics **

4. Students will use the information from the lesson to create a written assignment**See lesson plan**

5. Students will complete a closing activity form to rate the lesson and their comprehension **See closure assessment form**
Assessment of the Lesson:
This lesson is a slight modification of one that I have used several times.  Students enjoy the chance to provide their own input and be creative.  Rewriting the text in their own words also ensures that students gain a true understanding of the material.
Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
Author and Title: Bill of Rights
Brief synopsis of the source: Full text version of the Bill of Rights including the Preamble to the Bill of Rights.

Attachments:

Attachment #1: Primary Source
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	 www.archives.gov
April 30, 2010  
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	The Bill of Rights: A Transcription
The Preamble to The Bill of Rights

Congress of the United States
begun and held at the City of New-York, on
Wednesday the fourth of March, one thousand seven hundred and eighty nine.

THE Conventions of a number of the States, having at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restrictive clauses should be added: And as extending the ground of public confidence in the Government, will best ensure the beneficent ends of its institution.

RESOLVED by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, two thirds of both Houses concurring, that the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of the several States, as amendments to the Constitution of the United States, all, or any of which Articles, when ratified by three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution; viz.

ARTICLES in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the original Constitution.

Note: The following text is a transcription of the first ten amendments to the Constitution in their original form. These amendments were ratified December 15, 1791, and form what is known as the "Bill of Rights."



Amendment I
Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.



Amendment II
A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.



Amendment III
No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.



Amendment IV
The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be seized.



Amendment V
No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just compensation.



Amendment VI
In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his defence.



Amendment VII
In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.



Amendment VIII
Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.



Amendment IX
The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people.



Amendment X
The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.

Amendments 11-27


Note: The capitalization and punctuation in this version is from the enrolled original of the Joint Resolution of Congress proposing the Bill of Rights, which is on permanent display in the Rotunda of the National Archives Building, Washington, D.C. 
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	Page URL: 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
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	U.S. National Archives & Records Administration
8601 Adelphi Road, College Park, MD, 20740-6001, • 1-86-NARA-NARA • 1-866-272-6272 


Web address: http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/bill_of_rights_transcript.html
Author and Title: Bill of Rights
Brief synopsis of the source: Full text version of the Bill of Rights including the Preamble to the Bill of Rights
	
	What does it say? (Put it in your own words – Sum it up – Explain why it is important)
	Unfamiliar Words (List and define)

	Preamble
	
	

	Amendment I
	
	

	Amendment II
	
	

	Amendment III
	
	

	Amendment IV
	
	

	Amendment V
	
	

	Amendment VI
	
	

	Amendment VII
	
	

	Amendment VIII
	
	

	Amendment IX
	
	

	Amendment X
	
	


Attachment #2 Group Assignment Worksheet & Rubric

Student Name: __________________________

Date: __________________________________



Civics & Economics – The Bill of Rights
Goal 1.07
Objectives:

Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution 

Essential Questions

· What are rights?

· How does the Bill of Rights protect the rights of citizens?

· What rights are protected by the Bill of Rights?

What consequences might arise from a citizen not knowing and understanding the Bill of Rights?



Key Terms
· Bill of Rights

· Free Exercise Clause

· Establishment Clause

· Freedom of expression

· Freedom of assembly

· Freedom of petition

· Freedom of religion

· Right to bear arms

· Quartering

· Search & Seizure

· Eminent Domain

· Due Process

· Double Jeopardy

· Self incrimination

· Rights of the accused

· Speedy and public trial

· Trial by jury

· Fines and punishments

· Powers of states

· Powers of people



Group Members/Roles:

· ALL STUDENTS

· Complete the Bill of Rights Activity Sheet

· Work together to create the video script
· Director:

· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role:  Keeps the team on track and focused.  Ensures that members adhere to time limits and do not get off topic. Provides direction during the taping of the video.
· Camera Operator:
· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role: Tapes the video.  
· Actor:
· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role:  Acts within the video.  
· Actor:

· Student Name: ______________________________________

· Role:  Acts within the video.  


Group Rules

1. Stay on task

2. Complete all individual and group assignments

3. Respect all team mates

Group Goals

1. Read the Bill of Rights text and complete the analysis sheet.
2. Create a video explaining each amendment within the Bill of Rights in your own words and providing examples of rights protected under each amendment.

	Collaborative Work Skills : Bill of Rights Video 


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Contributions 
	Routinely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A definite leader who contributes a lot of effort. 
	Usually provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A strong group member who tries hard! 
	Sometimes provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. A satisfactory group member who does what is required. 
	Rarely provides useful ideas when participating in the group and in classroom discussion. May refuse to participate. 

	Quality of Work 
	Provides work of the highest quality. Each amendment is properly summarized and examples are provided. 
	Provides high quality work. At least eight amendments are properly summarized and examples are provided. 
	Provides work that occasionally needs to be checked/redone by other group members to ensure quality. Six or less amendments are summarized and examples are provided. 
	Provides work that usually needs to be checked/redone by others to ensure quality. Less than six amendments are summarized and examples are provided. 

	Time-management 
	Routinely uses time well throughout the project to ensure things get done on time. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Usually uses time well throughout the project, but may have procrastinated on one thing. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Tends to procrastinate, but always gets things done by the deadlines. Group does not have to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's procrastination. 
	Rarely gets things done by the deadlines AND group has to adjust deadlines or work responsibilities because of this person's inadequate time management. 

	Focus on the task 
	Consistently stays focused on the task and what needs to be done. Very self-directed. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done most of the time. Other group members can count on this person. 
	Focuses on the task and what needs to be done some of the time. Other group members must sometimes nag, prod, and remind to keep this person on-task. 
	Rarely focuses on the task and what needs to be done. Lets others do the work. 

	Pride 
	Work reflects this student's best efforts. 
	Work reflects a strong effort from this student. 
	Work reflects some effort from this student. 
	Work reflects very little effort on the part of this student


Student Name: _______________________________
Grade You Would Assign: ____________ Role: ______________
Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #1: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #2: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #3: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Team Mate #4: _________________________________ Grade You Would Assign: _____________  Role: ____________

Explanation: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Attachment #3 – Student Evaluation/Closure Sheet
	What did you enjoy most about this lesson?


	

	What would you have liked to have done/learned that we did not cover?


	

	What do you feel that you still need help understanding?

	














