Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: Civics and Economics 

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required: 95 min 

	Lesson Title: Bill of Rights and the Alien and Sedation Act 


Essential Question:
	Did the Alien and Sedation Act violate the Bill of Rights, and how would such an act be perceived today?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	The lesson will begin with a review of the first, fifth, and sixth amendment. Give students five minutes to try and recall these three amendments from memory. If they are still struggling after five minutes, allow them to use their notes to complete the assignment.  After ten minutes, students should have all three amendments written down.  Have a 10 minute classroom talk about these amendments. Which one do you think is most important and why? Why were these amendments added? How would you feel if they were taken away? After the discussion have students get into groups of two.  Each student will receive either the Alien Act or the Sedation Act along with a corresponding vocabulary sheet.  One dictionary per group should be made available to help with the vocabulary. Allow the students 20 min to read their article and complete their vocabulary sheet.  Once 20 min is up, each student will have 10 min to write a reflection of what they have read, noting key points in the article.  After students have written their reflection, they will have 5 min to talk to their partner about what they read in their act.  After each student has had a turn to talk, open the floor for a whole class discussion for about 15 min. How would you feel if this act was passed today? Did this violate any amendments? If so which ones? Would this affect you or someone you know? Would this change how you lived everyday life? Was this a good political move? Was it necessary for the well-being of our country? Does our government have the right to do this in a time of war? After 15 min allow students 15 min to write a three paragraph essay on the causes and affects of the Alien and Sedation Act.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	1.07 Evaluate the extent to which the Bill of Rights extended the Constitution



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: Alien and Sedation Act, Bill of Rights 
Secondary Sources: dictionary, student notes, vocabulary sheet 


	Technology: 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) reviewing the first, fifth, and sixth amendment and having a class discussion about the importance of them will give students insight on why the Anti-Federalist deemed that they be part of the Constitution.  By discussing the importance of them, they will also gain an understanding of how devastating it could be if these rights were taking away. 


	Teacher led instruction 

The teacher will lead class discussions on the amendments as well as a class discussion on the readings.  

	Guided Practice  

The teacher will be walking from group to group, making sure students are able to read and comprehend the articles they are assigned 

	Independent Practice

Students will need to be able to write down in their reflection the key points of their article as well as discussion points to use while they explain their article to their partner and for the class discussion.  Students will then need to intelligently convey  the causes and affects of the Alien and Sedation Act in their essay 

	Closure
Students will write a three-paragraph essay on the causes and affects of the Alien and Sedation Act 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The teacher will assess the student’s ability to fully understand the amendments through the first class discussion.  The teacher will then be able to evaluate the student’s comprehension of the articles they read through their reflection and discussion notes.  After each student has read the article, the teacher can watch to see how well students convey their article to the next student by seeing if they use their full five minutes.  When it comes to the overall class discussion the teacher will be able to see who is taking the lead in the discussion as well as call on students to ask for their opinion on a certain question.  The final evaluation of the student’s comprehension will be to read their three paragraph essay on the cause and affect of the Alien and Sedation Act 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher can determine how engaged and how well the students grasp the concept by the types of responses students give during the class discussion.  The teacher will also be able to assess the student’s reflection and essay for comprehension. 
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://www.civics-online.org/library/formatted/texts/alien_sed.html
Author and Title: The Alien and Sedation Acts of 1798 by the U.S. Government 
Brief synopsis of the source: This is a primary resource for The Alien Enemies Act and the Sedition Act of July 14, 1798
Web address: http://www.constitution.org/billofr_.htm
Author and title: The Bill of Rights
Brief synopsis of the source: This will include the first, fifth, and sixth amendment. 
Attachments:

Vocabulary sheet for each reading 
The Alien and Sedition Act 
