Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: H. Menzel

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 45 min

	Lesson Title: Alien and Sedition Acts, Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions




Essential Question:
	How did states and political parties compete for power during the Federalist period?





Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will explore the reasoning behind and effects of the Alien and Sedition Acts  and the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions. 




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
	

1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period.

	Teacher Designed Objectives:



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:


Secondary Sources:
Skit (attached after page break), comprehension questions


	Technology:








Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)


	Teacher led instruction
Introduce new vocabulary: alien, sedition, nullify
Explain the provisions and purpose of Alien and Sedition Acts and Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions. Students may write notes or just listen; they’ll have opportunity to record facts on paper later in the lesson.

	Guided Practice  
Perform skit, then ask students to point out lines that refer to facts about Alien/Sedition acts and VA/KY Resolutions

	Independent Practice
Students will answer questions that they may retain as notes. (attached at the end of this document)


	Closure
Discuss: when, if ever, is it ok to curb freedoms of speech? Should states have the right to nullify federal laws?


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Author Thomas Craughwell identifies the Alien and Sedition Acts as one of  top 10 mistakes by Presidents. Ask students to write in their history journals about whether they agree or disagree and why. 






Assessment of the Lesson:













Attachments:



Alien and Sedition Acts

Characters:
Narrator
Group of Federalists (up to 8)
James Madison
Thomas Jefferson
Script:


Narrator:  Back home, the High Federalists were creating another crisis.  They introduced a series of acts in Congress, supposedly to prepare the nation for war with France following the XYZ Affair.  When passed by Congress, these acts were the most repressive ever adopted in the United States.

Federalist 1:  It seems in this time of preparing ourselves for war (wink, wink), we should introduce some laws in Congress which will serve to protect this great nation.

Federalist 2:  I wholeheartedly agree!  By chance, I have been thinking that we should increase the number of years you must live here to be a citizen.  Not only could we protect ourselves from traitors, but most of those immigrant scoundrels vote Republican anyway!

Federalist 3:  A grand idea!  While we are at it, presidents should surely be able to deport or imprison foreigners during war time.

Federalist 4:  A sensible idea!  Let’s propose those measures right away!  We’ll call it the Alien Act.

Federalist 5:  Wait, wait!  I have an even better idea that will serve the interests of the Federalists, er, I mean, the nation.  We should imprison or fine anyone that speaks against the government or criticizes U.S. officials.  That way, we can curb Republican criticism.

Federalist 6:  Wait – doesn’t that kind of violate our right to free speech guaranteed in the Constitution?

Federalist 7:  Don’t be a ninny!  This is a perfectly good idea!  We can even make the law expire on the day of the next presidential inauguration.  Then, if we lose the election, we will be free to criticize our Republican government.  If we win, we can reenact the law.  We can call it the Sedition Act.

Federalists 8:  Excellent.  Let’s draw these plans up and get them to Congress.  Long live the Federalists!

All:  Long live the Federalists!

Narrator:  While the Sedition Act was in effect, the government indicted fifteen Republican newspaper editors, convicting ten.

Narrator:  To the Republicans, the Alien and Sedition Acts seemed to be a clear abuse of governmental power. Since the Federalists controlled the Federal courts, Republicans turned to state governments in an attempt to end the persecution stemming from the acts.

In 1798, the Kentucky and Virginia Legislatures decided they would nullify, or declare invalid, any law the federal government passed.  Thomas Jefferson and James Madison helped shape this legislation by actually writing the resolutions.

(Thomas and James enter)

Thomas:  I say, James, those Alien and Sedition Acts are a preposterous breech on our freedom.

James:  Yes, yes, I agree.  But what can be done?

Thomas:  As I’ve said before - it seems we’ve created a monster by allowing such a strong federal government.

James:  Why Tom - do you realize what you have stumbled upon?  The STATES created the NATION!

Thomas:  Yes.  And so?

James:  Having CREATED the federal government, surely it is within reason that we could nullify those laws we don’t agree with.

Thomas:  You mean overrule bad laws made on the federal level?

James:  Yes!

Thomas:  James, that’s brilliant.  I will draw up some resolutions about that theory as soon as possible.  I know Kentucky is debating what to do about these unfair laws.

James:  So is Virginia.  Let’s see what we can do there.

(They EXIT)

Narrator:  And so, Thomas and James led Kentucky and Virginia in approving resolutions which allowed them to nullify federal laws.

Unfortunately, or fortunately, they had little effect because no other states followed, and the Alien and Sedition Acts eventually expired.  Still, nullification of federal laws would be a continuing debate in our nation.




ALIEN AND SEDITION ACTS, 1798


1. a.    What was the underlying reason for issuing the Alien Act?


1. What did the Alien Act do, exactly? 


1. Who proposed and wrote the Alien Act? 



1. a.    What was the fundamental reason for issuing the Sedition Act?


1. What was illegal according to the Sedition Act? 


1. Who proposed and wrote the Sedition Act? 



1. a.    What were the political responses to the Alien and Sedition Acts?


1. Who wrote these responses? 



1. What was the main message of the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions?



1.  What is “nullification”? 





1. Were the authors of  the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions Federalists or Democratic-Republicans? How do you know?




