Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Jonathan Grubbs

	Subject: Civics and Economics 

	Grade Level: 10

	Class Time Required: 120 min 

	Lesson Title: The Triangle Trade Route 


Essential Question:
	Why was the slave trade such a lucrative business? Who was benefiting the most from the slave trade? What reasons might the slave traders use to justify the right to be able to capture and sell humans?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will receive a blank map of the world on which they will need to draw what they think the triangle trade route was and what was being shipped to where. There will be a word bank including the different items that were shipped, such as teas, spices, fish, lumber, gold, slaves, iron, sugar, rum, tobacco and whale oil. Students will be asked to write down where these items were being shipped from, and to where, as well as why these items would come from a certain location and be shipped the locations they were shipped to. (15) The instructor will then project a interactive web-based map of the trade route and discus each route. And why Students will then make corrections to their map or fill in a new map. (15)  Students will then be presented with the questions for class discussion. How where these materials gathered and shipped? How would that be different if you were shipping humans, or would it? (10) Students will then read John Barbot, "A Description of the Coasts of North and South Guinea”. While reading, the students will write down a list of things they learned or found interesting. They will then share that with a group of 2-4 students’. They will then make one group list of the top 5 most interesting things they learned. (30) Students’ attention will then be returned to the projector where a picture of a slave ship will be displayed. Students are to sit in silence for 2 min and reflect on the picture; they will then have 3 min to write a reflection of what they saw. (5)  Students will then read “Aboard a Slave Ship, 1829," EyeWitness to History. After they have read the article, students will repeat the activity they did with the first reading. Each group will then combine both reading lists to make a new top 5 list. (30)Then each group will share their list and the class as a whole will make a top 5 list. (15) Students will be assigned a three paragraph essay for homework.  Each paragraph will answer a question: 1. Why was the slave trade such a lucrative business? 2. Who was benefiting the most from the slave trade? 3. What reasons did slave trade traders use to justify the right to be able to capture and sell humans?


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Access the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	This lesson is meant to introduce the Triangle Trade Route and the Middle Passage as well as have the students begin to think about slavery and its connection to early colonial economy. At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to identify what items were being traded to where with 100 % accuracy, as well as have an understanding of the Middle Passage. Students will be assigned a three paragraph essay for homework.  Each paragraph will answer a question: 1. Why was the slave trade such a lucrative business? 2. Who was benefiting the most from the slave trade? 3. What reasons might slave traders use to justify the right to be able to capture and sell humans? 


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: John Barbot, "A Description of the Coasts of North and South Guinea," in Thomas Astley and John Churchill, eds., Collection of Voyages and Travels (London, 1732).

"Aboard a Slave Ship, 1829," Eyewitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2000).

Secondary Sources:  http://www.democratsdiary.co.uk/uploaded_images/Slave_ship_diagram-772106.png



	Technology: projector, computer, internet 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity) Students will receive a blank map of the world in which they will need to draw where they think the Triangle Trade Route goes and what was being shipped to where. There will be a word bank with the different items that were shipped such as teas, spices, fish, lumber, gold, slaves, iron, sugar, rum, tobacco and whale oil. Students will be asked to write down where these items were being shipped from, and to where, as well as why these items would come from a certain location and be shipped the locations they were shipped to.  This jump-starter activity will indicate what your students already know and what they need to work on. 


	Teacher Led Instruction 

The teacher will present the interactive web map to the students and make sure students have that information on their map. The teacher will also lead a class discussion dealing with how these materials were gathered and shipped. How would that be different if you were shipping humans, or would it? The teacher will need to monitor groups and make sure students are on task. The teacher will also need to keep track of the time and keep the class on pace. 

	Guided Practice  

The teacher will be walking from group to group, making sure students are able to read and comprehend the articles they are assigned. The teacher will also make sure the maps are filled in correctly.

	Independent Practice

Students will need to turn in all of their written material as well as the assigned homework. 

	Closure
Students will reflect on the lesson through their paper that they will do for homework.  


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

The teacher will assess the student’s ability to fully understand the Triangle Trade Route with emphasis on the Middle Passage.  Once the students break up in groups one can assess the students’ knowledge of the articles by examining their top 5 list of things they did not know or found interesting.  The group as a whole will be evaluated on how well they combined all ideas to make a list of the top five things they learned from the article.  Individuals will produce a final written project that will answer the three essential questions.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

The teacher can assess the maps that the students do as a jump start activity to gauge how much time and how in-depth the lesson will need to be. The teacher can reflect on the group’s list as well as the individual list the students handed in.  The teacher can reflect on how well students came up with their top 5, which should give the instructor some insight on how well they were able to understand the articles. Lastly, teachers can read the final written paper to see if they were able to answer the essential questions. 
Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide… 

Web address: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html#top
Author and Title: Houghton Mifflin Company
Brief synopsis of the source: interactive web based map that details the triangle trade route 
Web address: http://amhist.ist.unomaha.edu/module_files/John%20Barbot.rtf

Author and Title: Barbot, John 
Brief Synopsis of the Source:  Mr. Barbot account of how Africans were captured or attained to be shipped for slavery

Web address: http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/slaveship.htm
Author and title: Walsh, Robert
Brief synopsis of the source: first hand account of Mr. Walsh’s  experience liberating a slave ship at sea 
Web address: http://www.democratsdiary.co.uk/uploaded_images/Slave_ship_diagram-772106.png
Author and Title: Wearing, David 
Brief Synopsis of the Source:  diagram of a slave ship and how slaves were placed on the ship 
Web address: http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/teacher_lessons/worldmap1.jpg

Author and Title: Truman Library 
Brief Synopsis of the Source:  Map for triangle trade 
