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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Leah Ashley

	Subject: Civics (on-level)

	Grade Level: 10th 

	Class Time Required:                  1 90 min block


	Lesson Title:                                Thanksgiving Truths


Essential Question:

	· What contributed/contributes to the American image of Thanksgiving and how does it compare/contrast to the historical narrative of Thanksgiving and the Pilgrims?



Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Students will evaluate the historical events/timeframe of Thanksgiving. 
· Students will evaluate commonly accepted Thanksgiving story

· Students will take notes on short lecture of time period (using blocked notes; 1521-1630).

· Students will receive excerpt: Truth about Thanksgiving. (will read as a class; each student reading 1 paragraph)

· Students placed in groups of 3-4 for discussion/activity
Civics and Economics http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

· Goal 1: Learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy. 

· 1.01 Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America.

· 1.02 Trace and analyze the development of ideas about self-government in British North America.

· 1.04 Elaborate on the emergence of an American identity.




Lesson Plan Objectives:


	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Understand colonial and Indian affairs/accurate events during 1600s



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

· See sources below
Secondary Sources:
· Students will read excerpt rom book: Lies My Teacher Told Me by James Loewen

	Technology:
· LCD projected notes, print and cartoons for student viewing during lecture

· Printed version for discussion /cartoon blocks


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Engage students with question: 

How do we as Americans understand/celebrate Thanksgiving?
Groups of 3-4 students will create a 3 page children’s book including 3 key facts describing the commonly accepted story of Thanksgiving. 

	Teacher led instruction
· Review of period during 1600s 
· Lecture/ppt notes lesson objective 

· Watch excerpt from history.com

· Incorporate information (see sources) throughout history and present day of Thanksgiving. 


	Guided Practice  

· Class Reading: Truth about Thanksgiving  (edited version of James Loewen’s chapter attached) **chose edited version for non-honors class and time restrictions
· Political Cartoon analysis

	Independent Practice

· Continued analysis with peers 
· Post creation of children’s book (3 pages) after new information is presented
· Questions for students to answer in group: 

· What 3 facts will your group mention/illustrate in the new children’s book?

· How has your group debunked popular assumptions of this accepted story/holiday?
· What American/American event should be commemorated as a holiday instead of Thanksgiving? Justify your reasoning. 

	Closure
· Posting of children’s book (pre/post lesson) 
· Gallery walk of books

· Each group will defend their choice of a new national holiday. 

· Student Reflection Piece 



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Students will periodically be prompted with questions throughout reading
· Continuous teacher observation/circulation
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
· Source 1:
· Web address: 
http://www.history.com/content/thanksgiving
· Author and Title:

The History of Thanksgiving (homepage)
· Brief synopsis of the source: 


All you need to know about Thanksgiving from turkeys to football! 
· Source 2:
· Web address:


http://www.history.com/content/thanksgiving/the-first-thanksgiving
· Author and Title:
All from history.com

· Brief synopsis of the source:
17th c table manners, true Thanksgiving
· Source 3: 

· Web address:


http://www.history.com/content/thanksgiving/mayflower-myths
· Author and Title:

Mayflower Myths
· Brief synopsis of the source:
Understanding the Mayflower        
· Source 4: 

· Web address:


www.sonofthesouth.net/.../thanksgiving-day.htm
· Author and Title:

Thomas Nast, Thanksgiving Day, 1863

· Brief synopsis of the source:
Cartoon by Thomas Nast
· Source 5: 

· Web address:


http://www.gilderlehrman.org/search/pop_photo.php?id=GLC08026
· Author and Title:

Calvin Coolidge, 1923

· Brief synopsis of the source:

Autographed signed note mentioning Thanksgiving
· Source 6: 

· Web address:


http://www.history.com/video.do?name=Thanksgiving&bcpid=46875634001&bclid=167207970
2&bctid=1586348651

· Author and Title:

History.com
· Brief synopsis of the source:

Short history Thanksgiving holiday clip
· Source 7: 

· Web address:


http://www.aimovement.org/moipr/thanksgiv.html
· Author and Title:

 American Indian Movement source
· Brief synopsis of the source:

History of Thanksgiving as told by AIM

· Source 8: 

· Web address:


http://www.nativevillage.org/Inspiration/Thanksgiving%20The%20National%20Day%20of%20Mourning.htm
· Author and Title:

National Day of Mourning speech by Wampsutta

· Brief synopsis of the source:

Speech commemorating the 350th anniversary of Plymouth

