Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Whitney Clay Coonradt

	Subject: AP US History

	Grade Level: 11th grade

	Class Time Required: 90 to 100 minutes 

	Lesson Title: Slavery in the Colonies


Essential Question:
	What is the American plantation system of chattel slavery and how did it come to be formed?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will watch a portion of the PBS film Africans in America and read a few primary documents.  The class will then hold a discussion about what they know about slavery, how those images confer or contradict the experiences of the first Africans in the colonies, and ultimately how those experiences change.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCDPI Civics
1.01 Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America.

AP US History
1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.
NC DPI Skill Competency

Goal 1 The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing social studies vocabulary.

Goal 2 The learner will acquire strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using diverse modalities to demonstrate the knowledge acquired.

Goal 3 The learner will acquire strategies to analyze, interpret, create, and use resources and materials.

Goal 4 The learner will acquire strategies needed for applying decision-making and problem-solving techniques both orally and in writing to historic, contemporary, and controversial world issues.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
Olaudah Equiano passages (available in my class reader, but also many sources online)
Secondary Sources:

Africans in American volume I (PBS) – many other teacher resources available online
Video guide handout

Primary reading guide


	Technology:


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- 5 minutes
On a sheet of black paper students are to brainstorm what they now about the system of slavery in American and the experience of slavery for African Americans.

HW: Prep for class ( read primary selections of Olaudah Equiano and complete reading guide

1.) Opener – 5 minutes

2.) Video segment #1 – 25 minutes

3.) Discussion # 1 (Earliest experiences) – 10 min/10 min

4.) Video segment  #2 – 25 minutes

5.) Discussion #2 (changes) – 10 min/10min

6.) Closing 5 minutes

For me this class would be a 2 day activity, but times could easily be tweaked to 90 minute classes



	Teacher led instruction – 25 min. then 25 min.
Show Volume I segments 1-6 (total of 50 minutes)

· segment topics broken down at following site http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/tguide/1pindex.html
· therefore teacher can easily adapt to time available 

· Also the video has a running clock in corner so easy to mark where to stop and start

	Guided Practice  - 10 minutes in small groups, 10 minutes in full class (repeat after section #2)
#1 -  Discussion of what earliest experiences in America were like for Africans, how that was similar or different from their “what I know” sheet

#2  explanations of why the experienced changed in the early colonial period and what the later experiences were like for African Americans

	Independent Practice-
Homework: primary document readings completed before class


	Closure- 5 minutes
Pose question of why knowing this transition (the earliest African Americans experience compared to what slavery becomes) is important to study or understand.




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

There are multiple levels of assessment in this activity…

1.) Students will turn in their completed video and reading guide  (they can have added to these during the class discussion)
2.) Assess students during the discussion section and make sure to correct any errors during the class.  
3.) As we advance further into the US curriculum, they will have more information on the plantation system and cash crops, where they will be responsible for the colonial material.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

Web address:

Author and Title:

Brief synopsis of the source:

Attachments:
