Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Keith Walter

	Subject: US History

	Grade Level: High School

	Class Time Required: 45-60 minutes

	Lesson Title: Slavery in the Colonial and Early American Republic.




Essential Question:
	What is the difference between an indentured servant and the enslaved?
What are some different roles blacks played during the colonial and early republic period in America?
How did the American Revolution impact enslaved and free blacks?
What are some attitudes and viewpoints the enslaved held about the institution slavery?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will examine  the different roles African Americans played in the colonial and early republic period of America, the effect of the American Revolution had on slavery and how the enslaved viewed slavery. Students will examine a poster, view and respond to a pod cast, examine primary source material and discuss topics that relate to the essential questions above. 




Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Explain the difference between an indentured servant and slave.
Understand the limited impact that the American Revolution had on the institution of slavery.
Understand the different roles African Americans played during the early republic period and differing viewpoints the enslaved held towards slavery.	


	Teacher Designed Objectives: 
1.01 Identify the major domestic issues and conflicts experienced by the nation during the Federalist Period.
1.02 Analyze the political freedoms available to the following groups prior to 1820: women, wage earners, landless farmers, American Indians, African Americans, and other ethnic groups.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:
Wheeler, William and Becker, Susan: Discovering the American Past: A Look at the Evidence: 6th Ed., Vol. I, Houghton Mifflin, Boston and New York, 2007. Pages 179-186 (Handout)

Secondary Sources: 
An Invisible People Poster and teacher generated worksheet
Podcast: “Slavery in the Founding Era”

	Technology:
Gilder Lehrman  Institute video: “Slavery in the Founding Era” (4 min.): http://www.gilderlehrman.org/institute/era_slaveryabolition.php



Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Brainstorm: During the 1700’s and early 1088’s, what role did African American’s play in the British colonies and America? Discuss student responses.

	Teacher led instruction
After discussing the student responses, teacher will elaborate and have students add on the various roles blacks played beyond slavery (skilled workers such as masons, carpenters etc…), and  include the difference between indentured servitude and slavery to their notes/brainstorm sheet.  Next, ask students, “What role did blacks play during the American Revolution?” then have them copy the video focus questions, along with space for an student responses into their notebooks.

	Guided Practice  
1. Show podcast: “Slavery in the Founding Era”- review responses as a class and discuss the different attitudes of British and Americans towards slavery, as well as the impact of the American Revolution.
2. Hand out “An Invisible People Poster Analysis” worksheet to each student. Pair students and set up several “stations” around the room, alternating stations with the “Invisible people” poster and handout of “The Evidence” so that students will have about 10-15 minutes at each station to complete the assignment, then rotate to the next station.

	Independent Practice
Students will visit a “station” and analyze, in pairs (teacher or student generated) or individually, the “Invisible People” poster and “The Evidence” recollections. Answers will be recorded on the handout and the back of it, or a separate sheet. 

	Closure
Address student questions or difficulties, have each group will share their favorite narrative or item found most interesting and remind students they have a homework paragraph(s) due next class. 


		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.







Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.





Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address: See ‘Materials Needed’ Above
Author and Title: See ‘Materials Needed’ above
Brief synopsis of the source:


Attachments: See Below for Focus Questions, Worksheet and “Evidence” source directions














































Name: _____________________________							Date:_______________
An Invisible People Poster Analysis
Directions: Individually or with a partner, you will analyze the poster using this response sheet.  

Step 1: write a meaning for each of the words listed below.
DISINFRANCHISEMENT:


MARTYR:


INSURRECTION:



Step 2: Study the poster for 3 minutes before writing anything, then respond to the prompt below.

1. Who was Crispus Attucks?



2. Why is Phyllis Wheatly signifigant to African American history?



3. Which 2 slaves led insurrections in the early 1800’s?



4. What does Al-Rahmans’s picture suggest about him BEFORE being captured and deported to America?




5. What do Andrew Bryan, Absalom Jones and Richard Allen all have in common?




Step 3: Reflection (on the back of this page or a separate sheet)

Write 1-2 paragraphs about which individual above played the most significant role during the early republic period.


Bonus/Think Question:

How was Benjamin Banneker forever tied to the founding of the United States?






“Slavery in the Founding Era” video focus questions
a. Why was the North more likely to abolish slavery than Southern states?
b. What was the “Great American Contradiction?”
c. Which state constitution abolished slavery in 1777?
d. Overall, what impact did the American Revolution have on slaves? (after video ends)

The Evidence: Directions

At this station, there is a reproduction of recollections of slave life and culture told by African Americans after slavery had been abolished. Your job as an investigator is to skim through the selections and choose 3 which you wish to study in further detail. You will try to identify and discover different attitudes and feelings the slaves had towards this “peculiar institution”. Some possible attitudes may include, but are not limited to the following, are:
	Humor, Group Solidarity, Pride, Resistance, Religious Faith, Anger, Deception, Sadness,  etc. 

Once you have analyzed a selection, on the back of the poster analysis sheet, please state:
1. Name of Selection
2. Which attitude(s) is/are evident
3. Reason for your opinion 








