Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Daniella Stamm

	Subject: U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11

	Class Time Required: 2 Days

Day one - 90 Minutes. 

Day two - 45 minutes. 

	Lesson Title: Slavery and what impact did religious beliefs have on the idea. 


Essential Question:

	Introduction: Religion has always played an important role in the lives of many Americans. People’s religious beliefs can impact their values, decision, beliefs, family life and actions. Today we are going to examine the issue of slavery and focus on how religion contributed to the development, continuation and justification of slavery.

Essential Question: How did religion influence colonial Americans viewpoints or ideas about slavery and how were those ideas passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve?




Brief Description of Lesson:

	Step 1- Students will have a brief lecture reviewing the origins of slavery in America. The lecture will then shift to the roles African Americans played and the treatment of African Americans in America from the colonial era to the mid-19th century. (Total time 30 minutes)

Step 2- As the lecture concludes ask the students to answer the following questions on a sheet of paper: 1) Why did slavery begin? 2) Why was slavery allowed to continue? 3) How did people feel about slavery? 4) Do you think people’s religious beliefs or backgrounds impacted their viewpoint of slavery? 5) List 5 examples of how you think the colonists’ religious beliefs could have justified slavery in their minds. (Total time 10 minutes)    

Step 3- Once students have answered the above questions. Hold a short class discussion regarding their answers. (Total time 15 minutes)  

Step 4- To conclude the class discussion explain to them that they will examine four primary documents that focus on how people in colonial America viewed slavery, justified slavery and how those ideas were passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve. (Total time 2 minutes)

Step 5- Divide students into groups of two. Handout copies of the five primary documents to each student. Have the students read the documents. Then discuss the meaning of each document with their partner. Finally each student should answer the following questions, on their own sheet of paper, for each document: 1) Who is the author? 2) When was it written? 3) Where was the author from? 4) What is the purpose? 5) What is the message or main idea? 6) What type of person would be most likely to read and support the author’s message? 7) What is the author’s belief regarding slavery? 8) What impact did his/her religious beliefs have on their decision regarding slavery? Make this a timed activity. (Total time 30 minutes)

Step 6- At the end of 20 minutes hold a class discussion in which the students orally discuss their answers to the above questions. This will allow the teacher to check the students’ understanding of the documents as well as allow the students to elaborate on their written answers. (Total time 10 minutes)

Step 7- To conclude the lesson have students write an essay for homework that answers the following question: How did religion influence colonial Americans viewpoints or ideas about slavery and how were those ideas passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve? (Homework)

Step 8 – When the students return to class the next day review the main points of the previous lesson. Then discuss the students essay responses and how the ideas connect to a southerners fight to keep slavery during the mid-19th century. (Total time 30 minutes)



Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

Understand various viewpoints of slavery, the impact of religion from colonial America on slavery between the 18th and 19th centuries and the development of slavery in America. This will align with NCSSC Goal 2.06: Evaluate the role of religion in the debate over slavery and other social movements and issues. 





Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

1) The Selling of Joseph: A Memorial

Samuel Sewall

3 pp., 27.5 cm × 18.2 cm

Boston: printed by Bartholomew Green and John Allen, 1700

Can be accessed from the link below:

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/ideas/text3/slaverychristian.pdf
2) John Saffin: Slavery and Racism in Colonial Massachusetts

    Albert J. Von Frank

    Early American Literature, Vol. 29, No. 3 (1994), pp. 254-272

Can be accessed from the link below

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/ideas/text3/slaverychristian.pdf
3) Rev. Cotton Mather, The Negro Christianized: An Essay to Excite and Assist that Good Work, the Instruction of Negro-Servants in Christianity, 1706, excerpt.

Can be accessed from the link below

http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/ideas/text3/slaverychristian.pdf
4) George Whitefield, A letter to the Inhabitants of the Southern Colonies, 1739, excerpt

**See at the end

5) George Whitefield, A letter from Whitefield to Wilberforce, 1751, excerpt.

**See at the end
Secondary Sources: N/A



	Technology: N/A


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Have students create two columns. One is title “Why people have slavery” and the second is titled “Why people do not have slavery”. The teacher must create the same chart on the board. Give students 3 minutes (which you will use a timer that will go off at the end of 3 minutes) to fill in short responses for each column. 

Once the three minutes are complete have them go to the board to write in their responses. Take 2 minutes to review the responses and then pose the question: Did religion have anything to do with slavery?  

Then introduce the lesson with the essential question: How did religion influence colonial Americans viewpoints or ideas about slavery and how were those ideas passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve? Let students know this will be the topic of this lesson



	Teacher led instruction-  

Students will have a brief lecture reviewing the origins of slavery in America. The lecture will then shift to the roles African Americans played and the treatment of African Americans in America from the colonial era to the mid-19th century.

	Guided Practice:  

A) As the lecture concludes ask the students to answer the following questions on a sheet of paper: 1) Why did slavery begin? 2) Why was slavery allowed to continue? 3) How did people feel about slavery? 4) Do you think people’s religious beliefs or backgrounds impacted their viewpoint of slavery? 5) List 5 examples of how you think the colonists’ religious beliefs could have justified slavery in their minds.
B) Divide students into groups of two. Handout copies of the five primary documents to each student. Have the students read the documents. Then discuss the meaning of each document with their partner. Finally each student should answer the following questions, on their own sheet of paper, for each document: 1) Who is the author? 2) When was it written? 3) Where was the author from? 4) What is the purpose? 5) What is the message or main idea? 6) What type of person would be most likely to read and support the author’s message? 7) What is the author’s belief regarding slavery? 8) What impact did his/her religious beliefs have on their decision regarding slavery? Make this a timed activity.


	Independent Practice- 

Writing an essay answering the following question: How did religion influence colonial Americans viewpoints or ideas about slavery and how were those ideas passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve?

	Closure – 

When the students return to class the next day review the main points of the previous lesson. Then discuss the students essay responses and how the ideas connect to a southerners fight to keep slavery during the mid-19th century.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Assessment 1 - Turn in their responses to the following questions: 1) Why did slavery begin? 2) Why was slavery allowed to continue? 3) How did people feel about slavery? 4) Do you think people’s religious beliefs or backgrounds impacted their viewpoint of slavery? 5) List 5 examples of how you think the colonists’ religious beliefs could have justified slavery in their minds

Assessment 2- Evaluate the responses during class discussions

Assessment 3 – Students will turn in their responses to the following questions regarding the primary documents: 1) Who is the author? 2) When was it written? 3) Where was the author from? 4) What is the purpose? 5) What is the message or main idea? 6) What type of person would be most likely to read and support the author’s message? 7) What is the author’s belief regarding slavery? 8) What impact did his/her religious beliefs have on their decision regarding slavery? Make this a timed activity.

Assessment 4- Turn in an essay answering the essential question: How did religion influence colonial Americans viewpoints or ideas about slavery and how were those ideas passed on to future generations thus allowing slavery to continue and evolve?
Rubric for final essay

Name:____________________________________

                                                              Possible Points                        Earned Points

	Content
	                        50
	

	Examples- Did you refer to specific things that we discussed or you read; you must provide evidence
	                        40
	

	Grammar
	                        10
	


Total                                                                   100

Assessment of the Lesson:
Reflect on the class discussions and the answers provided by the students. Examine the responses to the short answer questions regarding the lesson and the primary documents. Look for key points and conclusions drawn from the lesson in the final essay students completed for homework.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Web address: http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/becomingamer/ideas/text3/slaverychristian.pdf
Author and Title: National Humanities Center Resource Toolbox Becoming American: The British Atlantic Colonies, 1690-1763  

Brief synopsis of the source: 

1700: Judge Samuel Sewall condemns slavery in “The Selling of Joseph A. Memorial

1701: Judge John Saffin refutes Sewall’s arguments in “A Brief and Candid Answer to a late Printed Sheet, Entitled, The selling of Joseph”.

1705: Samuel Sewall in opposition to an anti-miscegenation bill under consideration in the colonial assemble, orders the reprint of an anti-slavery article in the London newspaper, “The Atlantic Oracle”

1706: Rev. Cotton Mather publishes “The Negro Christianized” that while not condemning slavery itself criticize those who do not instruct their slaves in Christianity and have them baptized.
Attachments:

In a letter to the inhabitants of the southern colonies in 1739, Whitefield spoke out against the harsh

treatment of slaves:
As I lately passed through your provinces in my way hither, I was sensibly

touched with a fellow-feeling of the miseries of the poor Negroes. Whether it

be lawful for Christians to buy slaves, and thereby encourage the nations from

whom they are bought, to be at perpetual war with each other, I shall not take

upon me to determine; sure I am, it is sinful, when bought, to use them as

bad nay worse, than as though they were brutes.

Whitefield sanctioned the use of slave labor at his orphanage in

Georgia, and defended slavery in a letter written in 1751:
As for the lawfulness of keeping Slaves I have no doubt, since I hear of some

that were bought with Abraham’s money & some that were born in his house

– And I cannot help thinking that some of those servants mentioned by the

Apostles in their Epistles, were or had been slaves. It is plain that the

Gibeonites were doomed to perpetual Slavery, & though liberty is a sweet thing

to such as are born free, yet to those who never knew the sweets of it, slavery,

perhaps, may not be so irksome. However this be, it is plain to a demonstration,

that hot countries cannot be cultivated without Negroes.6
