Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Whitney Clay Coonradt

	Subject: AP US History

	Grade Level: 11th grade

	Class Time Required:

	Lesson Title: Life in Colonial America


Essential Question:
	What was life like for various parts of society in colonial Virginia and Massachusetts?  



Brief Description of Lesson:
	In small groups students will use the internet to research colonial life for their demographic in their assigned region.  Students will then create a short children’s book conveying the information they learned in words and images.  Ultimately we will have a “story-time” to share our children’s books with the class.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

NCDPI Civics
1.01 Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social, and political life in colonial North America.

AP US History
1.02 Assess the structure and long-term influence of European settlements on the New World and the effects on American Indians. 

1.03 Analyze the social, economic, and political effects of the British Empire on the American colonies with regard to the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. 

NC DPI Skill Competency

Goal 1 The learner will acquire strategies for reading social studies materials and for increasing social studies vocabulary.

Goal 2 The learner will acquire strategies to access a variety of sources, and use appropriate research skills to gather, synthesize, and report information using diverse modalities to demonstrate the knowledge acquired.

Goal 3 The learner will acquire strategies to analyze, interpret, create, and use resources and materials.

Goal 4 The learner will acquire strategies needed for applying decision-making and problem-solving techniques both orally and in writing to historic, contemporary, and controversial world issues.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
American Memory
Secondary Sources:

- Website to begin (some links included are to primary document sites, but kid friendly)
http://www.kidinfo.com/american_history/colonization_colonial_life.html
- materials for children’s book: paper, crayons, etc.

	Technology:
Access to Internet, at least 1 per group


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)- 5minutes
Show a sample of a children’s book on colonial life (available at public libraries) with a “story-time” modeling expectations for students.

	Teacher led instruction – 5 minutes
- Teachers will give instructions for research (if a projector or Averkey can demonstrate some options)  and creation of the children’s book.

	· Guided Practice  

	Independent Practice- 30-45 minutes research, 30-45 to complete book
· Students in small groups will use the Internet to research their demographic and location.  Teacher monitoring and providing guidance when stuck.

· Possibly the next day, time to work on the book

· Massachusetts, Virginia, slave, Native American, children, women, men, indentured servants, etc.


	Closure- 5 minutes
- Read conclusion of the children’s book at the beginning of the lesson


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

There are multiple levels of assessment in this activity…

1.) Formative assessment during the research session by the teacher to make sure both the research methods and the content found are accurate and appropriate.
2.) Assessment of final product of the children’s book for accuracy and creativity

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
	Children’s Book Rubric
	Superior (4)
	Excellent (3)
	Good (2)
	Needs Improvement (1)

	Accuracy in content (2x)
	
	
	
	

	Range of content covered (clothing, food, religion, gov’t, work, etc) (5x)
	
	
	
	

	Neatness & Professionalism  (2x)
	
	
	
	

	Creativity (2x)
	
	
	
	


