Allison Altvater TAH Grant
Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Allison Altvater

	Subject: AP U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11th & 12th 

	Class Time Required:                 One 90-minute block 

	Lesson Title:                                Land of the Free?



Essential Question:
	
·  What level of religious toleration was practiced in Colonial America and what conclusions can be drawn based on isolated incidents of religious persecution during the time period?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	· Students will be broken down into small groups and asked to analyze a specific primary document about religious toleration during the Colonial period. Students must then create a poster that identifies the source, a summary of it and an analysis or conclusion that can be gained from the source. These will be presented to the class and will be used to contribute to answering the essential question.
· If time allows for it, for extra credit groups can swap primary sources and offer a counter analysis of the evidence that may or may not affect the answer of the essential question.





Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to assess the structure of the European colonies. (Competency Goal 1)
· Objectives:
· Students will be able to analyze religious primary documents in a small group setting.
· Students will be able to apply analysis of a primary document to their understanding of the level of religious toleration practiced in Colonial America.
· Students will be able to present their primary source analysis and summary to the class.
· Students will be able to offer counter arguments or analysis of other group’s religious primary documents. 



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Materials:
Poster paper, primary documents, text book(for reference), markers, print out of roles and expectations of groups.

Primary Sources:
· Attached

	Technology:
· none






Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Engage students with a primary source than can be interpreted in two different ways. I suggest using a document from a different time period, but one that is easily recognized by an advanced history student.  


	Teacher led instruction
· Review what is known about colonial settlements with regards to settlement for religious freedom
· Post the essential question for the day 


	Guided Practice  
· Before breaking students into groups, model what is expected of them. I suggest having a poster premade that summarizes a primary document the way that you want it presented on their poster. Your sample should be on another topic, so students understand the format but will need to do everything else on their own.
· Present your idea for extra credit by modeling a counter analysis of the sampled document. (Anticipatory Set)


	Independent Practice
· Students will break into groups of 4, each given a role, to help analyze, summarize and present their analysis of the primary document with a focus on the essential question. 



	Closure
· As a class, we will make a list of conclusions that can be drawn on the topic of religious toleration in the Colonial period.



		

Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
· Prior knowledge will be assessed through questioning during the Teacher led instruction
· Students will also be evaluated by the degree of observable demonstration of analytical skills and contribution towards satisfying the task at hand within their group. 
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.


Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

· Source 1:
· Web address: http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/40-mit.html

· Author and Title: Gottlieb Mittelberger, Journey to Pennsylvania (1750).

· Brief synopsis of the source:  Gottlieb Mittelberger traveled to Pennsylvania from Germany in 1750 on a ship primarily filled with poorer immigrants who would become indentured servants upon arriving in Philadelphia. Mittelberger describes his observations of religion in Pennsylvania upon arrival.


· Source 2:
· Web address:  http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/CREV/letter03.html

· Author and Title: Excerpt from “Letters from an American Farmer” by J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur
· Brief synopsis of the source: Crevecoeur describes what an American is in all lenses of society. This particular excerpt describes the religious nature of Americans during the Colonial period. 
· Source 3: 
· Web address: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel01-2.html

· Author and Title: “Execution of a Quaker,” Painting.

· Brief synopsis of the source: Mary Dyer (d. 1660) first ran afoul of Massachusetts authorities for supporting theological dissenter Anne Hutchinson. This drawing shows her march to the gallows for repeated violations of spreading Quaker principals.


· Source 4: 
· Web address: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel01-2.html

· Author and Title: “The Baptism of Pocahontas,” 1614, Oil study for mural by John Gadsby Chapman, c. 1837-40
· Brief synopsis of the source: Painting of Pocahontas being baptized by the Reverend Alexander Whitaker before her marriage to John Rolfe in 1614

· Source 5: 
· Web address: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel01-2.html

· Author and Title: “Moses Seixas (1744-1809) to George Washington (1732-1799),”Manuscript letter, August 17, 1790 and “George Washington (1732-1799) to Moses Seixas (1744-1809).” Letterbook copy in the hand of Washington's secretary, 1790.

· Brief synopsis of the source: Letters from a Jewish Congregation to George Washington praising the tolerable religious values of the new country. Washington writes back furthering his disdain of religious bigots. 




 












Sources for students:
http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/40-mit.html
Gottlieb Mittelberger, Journey to Pennsylvania (750).

[Gottlieb Mittelberger traveled to Pennsylvania from Germany in 1750 on a ship primarily filled with poorer immigrants who would become indentured servants upon arriving in Philadelphia. Mittelberger was not a servant, and worked as a school master and organist for three years before returning to Germany in 1754.]
 [Religion in Pennsylvania]
For there are many doctrines of faith and sects in Pennsylvania which cannot all be enumerated, because many a one will not confess to what faith he belongs.
Besides, there are many hundreds of adult persons who have not been and do not even wish to be baptized. There are many who think nothing of the sacraments and the Holy Bible, nor even of God and his word. Many do not even believe that there is a true God and devil, a heaven and a hell, salvation and damnation, a resurrection of the dead, a judgment and an eternal life; they believe that all one can see is natural. For in Pennsylvania every one may not only believe what he will, but he may even say it freely and openly.
Consequently, when young persons, not yet grounded in religion, come to serve for many years with such free-thinkers and infidels, and are not sent to any church or school by such people, especially when they live far from any school or church. Thus it happens that such innocent souls come to no true divine recognition, and grow up like heathens and Indians. . . .
Coming to speak of Pennsylvania again, that colony possesses great liberties above all other English colonies, inasmuch as all religious sects are tolerated there. We find there Lutherans, Reformed, Catholics, Quakers, Mennonists or Anabaptists, Herrnhuters or Moravian Brethren, Pietists, Seventh Day Baptists, Dunkers, Presbyterians, Newborn, Freemasons, Separatists, Freethinkers, Jews, Mohammedans, Pagans, Negroes and Indians. The Evangelicals and Reformed, however, are in the majority. But there are many hundred unbaptized souls.













http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/CREV/letter03.html
Letters from an American Farmer
J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur

COLOPHON
Text: Letters from an American farmer, by J. Hector St. John Crevecoeur, reprinted from the original ed., with a prefatory note by W. P. Trent and an introduction by Ludwig Lewisohn. New York, Fox, Duffield, 1904.
58 WHAT IS AN AMERICAN.
men they will be litigious; pride and obstinacy are often the cause of law suits; the nature of our laws and governments may be another. As citizens it is easy to imagine, that they will carefully read the newspapers, enter into every political disquisition, freely blame or censure governors and others. As farmers they will be careful and anxious to get as much as they can, because what they get is their own. As northern men they will love the chearful cup. As Christians, religion curbs them not in their opinions; the general indulgence leaves every one to think for themselves in spiritual matters; the laws inspect our actions, our thoughts are left to God. Industry, good living, selfishness, litigiousness, country politics, the pride of freemen, religious indifference, are their characteristics. If you recede still farther from the sea, you will come into more modern settlements; they exhibit the same strong lineaments, in a ruder appearance. Religion seems to have still less influence, and their manners are less improved.
Now we arrive near the great woods, near the last inhabited districts; there men seem to be placed still farther beyond the reach of government, which in some measure leaves them to themselves. How can it pervade every corner; as they were driven there by misfortune.
[image: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/vc006367.jpg]
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/rel01-2.html
Execution of Quakers
Mary Dyer (d. 1660) first ran afoul of Massachusetts authorities for supporting theological dissenter Anne Hutchinson. As a result Dyer and her family were forced to move to Rhode Island in 1638. Converted to Quakerism in England in the 1650s, Dyer returned to New England and was three times arrested and banished from Massachusetts for spreading Quaker principles. Returning to Massachusetts a fourth time, she was hanged on June 1, 1660



[image: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/religion/vc006700.jpg]
Baptism of Pocahontas
Like the other seventeenth-century British colonies, Virginia aspired to convert the native populations. The Virginia Company's instructions to its governors required them to make conversion one of their objectives. The most famous early convert was Pocahontas, daughter of Powhatan, head of the Powhatan Confederacy. Pocahontas was baptized by the Reverend Alexander Whitaker before her marriage to John Rolfe in 1614. 

The Baptism of Pocahontas, 1614
Oil study for mural by John Gadsby Chapman, c. 1837-40
Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation Educational Trust (44)













http://loc.gov/exhibits/haventohome/haven-haven.html
 “Moses Seixas (1744-1809) to George Washington (1732-1799),”Manuscript letter, August 17, 1790 and “George Washington (1732-1799) to Moses Seixas (1744-1809).” Letterbook copy in the hand of Washington's secretary, 1790.
[image: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/haventohome/images/hh0005s.jpg]     [image: http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/haventohome/images/hh0006ap1s.jpg]
The Hebrew Congregation of Newport Writes to George Washington: The Hebrew Congregation (Jeshuat Israel) in Newport, Rhode Island, presented this congratulatory address on behalf of "the children of the stock of Abraham" to President George Washington on August 17, 1790. The address, signed by Moses Seixas, marked the occasion of the president's visit to Newport. Seixas's text refers to past persecutions of the Jews and then lauds the new nation's commitment to religious liberty. He writes: "Deprived as we heretofore have been of the invaluable rights of free citizens, we now . . . behold a government erected by the Majesty of the People--a government which to bigotry gives no sanction, to persecution no assistance. . . ."
President Washington Responds: President Washington sent a gracious reply in 1790 to the Newport Hebrew Congregation for their congratulatory message sent on August 17, 1790. This copy of Washington's outgoing correspondence records the president's words as they echo those of Moses Seixas: "It is now no more that toleration is spoken of as if it was the indulgence of one class of people that another enjoyed the exercise of their inherent natural rights. For happily the government of the United States, which gives to bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance, requires only that they who live under its protection should demean themselves as good citizens, in giving in all occasions their effectual support."
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