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Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Allison Altvater

	Subject: AP U.S. History

	Grade Level: 11th & 12th 

	Class Time Required:                 One 90-minute block 

	Lesson Title:                                Ingredients to our Melting Pot


Essential Question:

	· What ethnic groups settled in Colonial America?
· How did these ethnic groups contribute to American culture and society? 



Brief Description of Lesson:

	· Students will use prior knowledge from last night’s reading, and a brief introduction to colonial diversity using primary sources to form a foundation for understanding the ethnic make-up of early America. Students will then choose one group to research and provide a fact sheet of their group and a summary of their contributions to American culture and society.



Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Identify the long term affects European settlements had on American culture. (1.2)


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:
· Excerpts from “Letters from an American Farmer” by Hector St. John de Crevecoeur available from The Project Gutenberg @ Gutenberg.org
· British advertisement calling for Scots-Irish Protestants to settle in New York, circa. 1783 

· Advertisement for slaves to be sold in S. Carolina available @ http://www.historycooperative.org
Secondary Sources:
· Historical notes/text 
· Various online sources

	Technology:
· Computers for research



Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

· Engage students with question: 

Why do we call America a Melting Pot? Did this start with the heightened immigration of the 1880s? Or did it start earlier? What areas did different ethnic groups settle during the colonial era?


	Teacher led instruction
· Show a map of ethnic make-ups of the east coast on the overhead. Discuss what we know about each group…why they left their homelands? Why they settled where they did? Students should have prior knowledge.
· Share primary documents to extend on the point of diversity


	Guided Practice  

· Share the assignment with the students walking them through each step and question so they can make notes and ask questions


	Independent Practice

· Students will break up to work independently researching their group. Students will research colonial Scots-Irish, French Huguenots, Welsh, Dutch, German, Swedes, Jews, Irish, Swiss, Scots Highlanders or Africans. 
· They will have to finish the handout giving answers, sources and reflections. (Hand out below)



	Closure
· Students will share the most interesting facts they learned about their ethnic groups i.e. how the Scottish brought Whisky distilling secrets to America



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

· Prior knowledge will be assessed through questioning
· Students will prove extended knowledge on one ethnic group by completing their assignment and adding to the discussion
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

For each source provide…
· Source 1:
· Web address: http://www.gutenberg.org/dirs/etext03/lttaf10.txt
· Author and Title:

“Letters from an American Farmer” by Hector St. John de Crevecoeur 

· Brief synopsis of the source: 

A colonial settler describes America, harping on the diversity of the new population.
· Source 2:
·  Web address: None. In student text book.

· Author and Title: William Bradford, Printer to the King and Excellence Majesty for the Province of New York , 1783
· Brief synopsis of the source: British advertisement calling for Scots-Irish Protestants to settle in New York, circa. 1783 
· Source 3: 

· Web address:


http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/ahr/112.5/images/eltis_frontis01b.jpg
· Author and Title:

Aultin, Lauren & Appleby  “Slavery Advertisement”
· Brief synopsis of the source:

Advertisement for slaves to be sold in S. Carolina
Name __________________________________________________

Search the internet to provide answers to the following questions. Write the source and website where you found your information. As always, sources like Wikipedia are unacceptable.

Which ethnic group are you researching?

Are they considered an English or a non-English group?

List the 3 largest settlement locations.

Is there a pattern of settlement? On the coast, in the wilderness, in cities? Why could this be?
What was the dominant job of that group?

How did they feel about the British?

What religion did they practice?

What cultural aspects did they bring to America?

In your opinion, how did this group contribute to the forming American identity? Are these contributions today considered American or are they still ethnically connected to their roots? 
