Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Altvater, Allison

	Subject: Advanced Placement United States History

	Grade Level: 11th & 12th 

	Class Time Required:  45 minutes

	Lesson Title: Kindergarten DBQ – Democracy in the thirteen colonies


Essential Question:
	Based on the documents, what limitations in democracy were evident in the original thirteen colonies?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will be exposed to the Document Based Question writing process by evaluating primary sources that address the level of democracy present in the thirteen colonies. Students will have to decide what is democratic and not democratic with each source. Then they will begin to form a thesis and outline of their essay, including the sources they would use throughout their essay. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…


Form an opinion about the level of democracy practiced in the original 13 colonies.  Write a thesis that support their opinion about the level of democracy practiced in the original 13 colonies. Decide whether the documents provided exhibit a high or low level of democracy in the 13 colonies. Form two categories that support their argument about the level of democracy in the 13 colonies. Write two introduction sentences and a conclusion that summarizes their understanding of democracy in the 13 colonies based on the documents provided.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: attached to the lesson
Secondary Sources: none


	Technology: Overhead or projector to project the primary sources on the screen for discussion towards the end of guided practice. 


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity): Present the prompt. 


	Teacher led instruction: Discuss the process of writing a DBQ. Ideas to identify include the process of analyzing a primary source, citing a primary source within your writing, forming a thesis based on primary sources and the basic organization of the document based 

	Guided Practice : (Kindergarten DBQ) Students will be given  6 documents with anticipatory questions attached. (These are the questions they should ask themselves when doing an actual DBQ). After 20 minutes of letting them read through the documents and answer the questions we will share our thoughts as a class. For each document we will answer the questions “what is democratic about this?” and what is “not democratic about this?” 


	Independent Practice

Students will form a thesis to support their opinion about the level of democracy in the 13 colonies. They will also write two introductory sentences and a final conclusion that restates their thesis and summarizes their two body paragraphs. 

	Closure Students will share their thesis with the class. We will identify what is good about the thesis and how it can be tweaked. Students will also share the two categories they formed for their argument. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students will hand in their simple outline of how they would write their essay. It would include a thesis statement, two introductory sentences and a conclusion. They will also identify which sources they would use in each paragraph to help them support their argument.
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
