Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template
 
	Author:  Hill Pearsall        

	Subject: AP US History

	Grade Level:  11

	Class Time Required:  1 to 2 class periods (this is part of a larger lesson comparing the colonies as a whole; not just on religion)

	Lesson Title:  Comparison and Contraditions of religion in the colonies


 
 
Essential Question:
	 What role did religion play in the everyday life of colonial Americans?
    How significant was it in everyday life?  In government?  In social standing?
    Take into consideration the geographically different colonies.
Analyze the following question:  Was religion more about "perception" than "reality"? 
 
 


Brief Description of Lesson:
	 Students will analzye various documents (colonial maifests, sabbath laws, maryland toleration act) and answer provided questions from the teacher.  Then students will receive a brief lecture about the colonies.  As part of a larger lesson, students will then be broken into groups and represent different facets of each colony (north,middle,south) and present these in the form of a news program.  Students may use ppt and create backgrounds like a newscast as they present info.  The focus will be on religion in these areas, but will also touch on politics, social issues (which cross over with religion) and economics.  Some students may wish to record their skit and present it in class that way.


 
 
Lesson Plan Objectives:              
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:              
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
 

COMPETENCY GOAL 1: Colonial America (1492-1754) The learner will identify causes of European exploration and colonial settlement and assess the structure of the European colonies. 

 

1.03 Analyze the social, economic, and political effects of the British Empire on the American colonies with regard to the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. 

              
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to distinguish between colonies with regard to religous views and the impact religion had on the said colonial area (as well as political, social and economic influence).  Students will also gain practice in speaking in front of others.
              
 
 


 
Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources:  Manifest from the Mass Bay Colony and the Jamestown colony, Connecticut Blue Laws, Sabbath laws of Virginia, Maryland Toleration Act
DBQ with link listed below (assessment)
 
 
Secondary Sources:  Teacher lecture
 
 

	Technology:  Variation using powerpoint if teacher wishes.


 
 
 
 
 
Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
What general impressions do you have about the Pilgrims or Puritans based on folklore, pictures, traditional beliefs?
We will also view "The Holy Grail" by Monty Python; the scene about witches as a focus on religion and it is fun.
 

	Teacher led instruction
Lecture on the colonial areas

	Guided Practice  
Reading and analysis of the manifest document.
 

	Independent Practice
Student document analysis and skit presentations
 

	Closure
Evaluation of students skits based on participation, factual information and use of props in skits.  


                            
 
Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/members/repository/ap05_ushist_greer_4_d_50288.pdf
DBQ used for assessment.  This will be the first DBQ students will have attempted and they will have already seen some of the documents used in it.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
 
  

Attachments for Religion:
 

Connecticut Blue Laws
1. If any man or woman, after legal conviction, shall have worship any other God but the Lord God, he shall be put to death. 
(Deuteronomy 13.6. Exodus 22.20).
2. If any person within this colony shall blaspheme the name of God, the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, with direct , express, presumptuous, or high handed blasphemy, or shall curse in the like manner, he shall be put to death. ( Leviticus 24, 15, 16.)
3. If any man or woman be a wicth, that is, has or consults with a familar spirit, they shall be put to death. ( Exodus 2.18 Leviticus 20.27. Deuteronomy 18.10.11)
4. If any person shall commit any willful murder, committed upon malice, hatred, or cruelty, not in a man’s just and necessary defense, nor by casualty (accident) against his will, he shall be put to death. (Exodus 21.12.13.14. Numbers 35.30.31)
5. If any person shall slay another through guile, either by poisoning or other such devilish practices, he shall be put to death. ( Exodus 21.14)...
10. If any man steals a man or mankind and sells him, or if he be found in his hand, he shall be put to death. ( Exodus 21.16)
11. If any person rise up by false witness wittingly and of purpose to take away a man’s like, he or she shall be put to death. (Deuteronomy 19.16. 18. 19)
14. If any child or children above sixteen years old, and of sufficient understanding, shall curse or smite their natural father or mother, he or they shall be put to death, unless it can be sufficiently testified that the parents have been very unchristianly neglient in the education of such children, or so provoked them by extreme and cruel correction that they have been forced thereunto to preserve themsilves from death or maiming. ( Exodus 21.17. Leviticus. 20.9 Exodus 21.15)
15. If any man have a stubborn or rebellious son, of sufficient understanding and years, viz. sixteen years of age, which shall not obey the voice of his father, or the voice of his mother, and that when they have chastened him, he will not harken unto them; then may his father or mother, being his natural parents, lay hold on him, and bring him to the magistrates assembled in court, and testify unto them that their son is stubborn and rebellious, and will not obey their voice and chastisement, but lives in sundry notorious crimes, such a son will be put to death. ( Deuteronomy 21.20, 21)
 
1. Where were precedents for the laws found? 

2. If the order of statutes is significant, was type of rebelliousness was the most harmful? 

3. Why would this be the case? 

4. Why was extreme disrespect\disobedience to one’s parents considered a criminal act?
 

 

 

Maryland Toleration Act of 1649

 

Original Version

“That whatever person or persons within

this Province and the Islands belonging

to it shall from henceforth (now on)

blaspheme God, or deny that our Savior

Jesus Christ is the Son of God, or shall

deny that the holy Trinity is the unity of

the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, or

shall use or utter any reproachful

speeches, words, or language

concerning the said Holy Trinity, or any

of the said three persons thereof, shall

be punished with death, and all his or

her lands and goods will be given to the

Lord Proprietary and his heirs.”

Modern Version

That if any person who lives within

Maryland and the islands belonging

to Maryland curses God or denies

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God,

or denies that the Holy Trinity is the

unity of the Father, Son, and Holy

Spirit, or says any mean things

about the Holy Trinity or the Father,

Son, and Holy Spirit shall be

punished with death, and all his or

her land and property will be given

to Lord Baltimore and his future

children.

Question:

1. What does the 

Maryland Act of Toleration say you can not do if you live in
the colony of Maryland?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What happened to you if you did not follow these rules?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

 
Original Version
“And be it also enacted by the Authority

of the Right Honorable Cecil Calvert,

Lord Baron of Baltimore, that whatever

person or persons shall from now on

use or utter any reproachful words or

speeches concerning the blessed Virgin

Mary the Mother of our Savior, or the

holy Apostles, or Evangelists, shall on

the first offence owe to the said Lord

Baltimore and his heirs, lords, and

Proprietaries of this Province the sum of

five pound Sterling or the value thereof

to be taken from the property of every

such person so offending. In the case

of an offender not having property worth

enough to pay the fine, or if the offender

does not pay it speedily enough, then

such offender or offenders shall be

publicly whipped and be imprisoned

during the pleasure of the Lord

Proprietor (as long as the Lord

Proprietor decides).”

Modern Version

According to the laws created by

Cecil Calvert, Lord Baron of

Baltimore, the person or persons

who criticizes the blessed Virgin

Mary the Mother of Jesus Christ, or

the holy Apostles, or the

Evangelists, shall on the first

offence owe 5 pounds of Sterling

(British money) to Lord Baltimore

and his children, and the lords, and

landowners of the Maryland colony.

If the person does not have enough

money to pay the fine, he or she

will be publicly whipped and

imprisoned for as long as the

governor of the colony decides.

Question:

1. According to the laws of the Maryland colony

, what are you not permitted to
say and do?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What happened to you if you did not follow these rules?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

 

Original Version
“…whatever person or persons shall from

now on declare or call any person or

persons who are living, traveling, trading,

or working within this Province or within

any of its ports, or waterways a heretic,

Schismatic, Idolater, puritan, Independent,

Presbyterian, popish priest, Jesuit, Jesuit

papist, Lutheran, Calvinist, Anabaptist,

Brownist, Antinomian, Barrowist,

Roundhead, Separatist, or any other name

in a negative manner relating to Religion

shall for every such offence pay a fine of

ten shillings sterling…But if the person

spoke the reproachful words or language

shall not have enough money of property

to pay the penalty, or does not pay it

speedily enough, then that person or

persons shall be publicly whipped, and

shall suffer imprisonment without bail until

he, she or they respectively publicly

apologize in front of a magistrate to the

person they offended.”

Modern Version

Anybody who calls a person who is

living, traveling, trading, or working

within the Maryland colony or within

any of its ports or waterways such

names as Heretic, Schismatic,

Idolater, Puritan, Independent,

Presbyterian, Popish Priest, Jesuit,

Jesuit Papist, Lutheran, Calvinist,

Anabaptist, Brownist, Antinomian,

Barrowist, Roundhead, Separatist, or

any other negative name relating to

religion, shall pay a fine of ten

shillings sterling (British money) for

every offense…But if the person does

not have enough money to pay the

fine, he or she will be publicly

whipped, and shall be put in prison

without bail until he or she publicly

apologizes to the person they

offended in front of a colonial official.

Question:

1. According to this excerpt, people were forbidden to call people living or

working in Maryland offensive names. What were some of these names?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

2. What happened to you if you did not follow these rules?

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

3. Why do you think all these rules were so strict?

____________________________________________________________

 

 

 

 

The Laws of Virginia (1610-1611) 

Whereas his Majesty, like himself a most zealous prince, has in his own realms a principal care of true religion and reverence to God and has always strictly commanded his generals and governors, with all his forces wheresoever, to let their ways be, like his ends, for the glory of God. 

And forasmuch as no good service can be performed, or were well managed, where military discipline is not observed, and military discipline cannot be kept where the rules or chief parts thereof be not certainly set down and generally know, I have, with the advice and counsel of Sir Thomas Gates, Knight, Lieutenant-General, adhered unto the laws divine and orders politic and martial of his lordship, the same exemplified, as addition of such others as I found either the necessity of the present state of the colony to require or the infancy and weakness of the body thereof as yet able to digest, and do now publish them to all persons in the colony, that they may as well take knowledge of the laws themselves as of the penalty and punishment, which, without partiality, shall be inflicted upon the breakers of the same. 

1. First, Since we owe our highest and supreme duty, our greatest, and all our allegiance to him from whom all power and authority is derived and flows as from the first and only fountain, and being especial soldiers impressed in this sacred cause, we must alone expect our success from him, who is only the blesser of all good attempts, the king of kings, the commander of commanders, and lord of hosts, I do strictly command and charge all captains and officers, of what quality or nature soever, whether commanders in the field or in town or towns, forts or fortresses, to have a care that the Almighty God be duly and daily served and that they call upon their people to hear sermons, as that also they diligently frequent morning and evening prayer themselves by their own exemplar and daily life and duty herein, encouraging others thereunto, and that such who shall often and willfully absent themselves be duly punished according to the martial law in that case provided. 

2. That no man speak impiously or maliciously against the holy and blessed Trinity or any of the three persons, that is to say, against God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost, or against the known articles of the Christian faith, upon pain of death. 

3. That no man blaspheme God's holy name upon pain of death, or use unlawful oaths, taking the name of God in vain, curse, or bane upon pain of severe punishment for the first offense so committed and for the second to have a bodkin thrust through his tongue; and if he continue the blaspheming of God's holy name, for the third time so offending, he shall be brought to a martial court and there receive censure of death of his offense. 

4. No man shall use any traitorous words against his Majesty's person or royal authority, upon pain of death. 

5. No man shall speak any word or do any act which may tend to the derision or despite of God's holy word, upon pain of death; nor shall any man unworthily demean himself unto any preacher or minister of the same, but generally hold them in all reverent regard and dutiful entreaty; otherwise he the offender shall openly be whipped three times and ask public forgiveness in the assembly of the congregation three several Sabbath days. 

6. Every man and woman duly, twice a day upon the first tolling of the bell, shall upon the working days repair unto the church to hear divine service upon pain of losing his or her day's allowance for the first omission, for the second to be whipped, and for the third to be condemned to the galleys for six months. Likewise, no man or woman shall dare to violate or break the Sabbath by any gaming, public or private abroad or at home, but duly sanctify and observe the same, both himself and his family, by preparing themselves at home with private prayer that they may be the better fitted for the public, according to the commandments of God and the orders of our church. As also every man and woman shall repair in the morning to the divine service and sermons preached upon the Sabbath day in the afternoon to divine service and catechizing, upon pain for the first fault to lose their provision and allowance for the whole week following, for the second to lose the said allowance and also to be whipped, and for the third to suffer death. 

7. All preachers and ministers within this our colony or colonies shall, in the forts where they are resident, after divine service, duly preach every Sabbath day in the forenoon and catechise in the afternoon and weekly say the divine service twice every day and preach every Wednesday. Likewise, every minister where he is resident, within the same fort or fortress, towns or town, shall choose unto him four of the most religious and better disposed as well to inform of the abuses and neglects of the people in their duties and service of God, as also to the due reparation and keeping of the church handsome and fitted with all reverent observances thereunto belonging. Likewise, every minister shall keep a faithful and true record of church book of all christenings, marriages, and deaths of such our people as shall happen within their fort or fortress, towns or town, at any time, upon the burden of a neglectful conscience and upon pain of losing their entertainment. 

8. He that, upon pretended malice, shall murder or take away the life of any man, shall be punished with death. 

9. No man shall commit the horrible and detestable sins of sodomy, upon pain of death; and he or she that can be lawfully convict of adultery shall be punished with death. No man shall ravish or force any woman, maid or Indian, or other, upon pain of death; and know that he or she that shall commit fornication, and evident proof made thereof, for their first fault shall be whipped, for their second they shall be whipped, and for their third they shall be whipped three times a week for one month and ask public forgiveness in the assembly of the congregation. 

10. No man shall be found guilty of sacrilege, which is a trespass as well committed in violating and abusing any sacred ministry, duty, or office of the church irreverently or prophanely, as by being a church robber to filch, steal, or carry away anything out of the church appertaining thereunto or unto any holy and consecrated place to the divine service of God, which no man shall do upon pain of death. Likewise, he that shall rob the store of any commodities therein of what quality soever, whether provisions of victuals, or of arms, trucking stuff, apparel, linen, or woolen, hose or shoes, hats or caps, instruments or tools of steel, iron, etc., or shall rob from his fellow soldier or neighbor anything that is his, victuals, apparel, household stuff, tool, or what necessary else soever, by water or land, out of boat, house, or knapsack, shall be punished with death. . . . 

11. Every minister or preacher shall, every Sabbath day before catechising, read all these laws and ordinances publicly in the assembly of the congregation upon pain of his entertainment checked for that week. 

 
Discussion:
1. Do these laws of early Virginia reflect an authoritarian or democratic type of rule?  Explain.
 
 
2. What is the role of religion in the laws?  Highlight specific examples.
 

 

Manifests:
  

Source: Ship's List of Emigrants Bound for New England 
John Porter, Deputy Clerk to Edward Thoroughgood 
Weymouth, the 20th of March, 1635 
1. Joseph Hull, of Somerset, a minister, aged 40 years 
2. Agnes Hull, his wife, aged 25 years 
3. Joan Hull, his daughter, aged l5 years 
4. Joseph Hull, his son, aged 13 years 
5. Tristram, his son, aged 11 years 
6. Elizabeth Hull, his daughter, aged 7 years 
7. Temperance, his daughter, aged 9 years 
8. Grissel Hull, his daughter, aged 5 years 
9. Dorothy Hull, his daughter, aged 3 years 
10. Judith French, his servant, aged 20 years 
11. John Wood, his servant, aged 20 years 
12. Robert Dabyn, his servant, aged 28 years 
13. Musachiell Bernard, of Batcombe, clothier in the county of Somerset, 24 years 
14. Mary Bernard, his wife, aged 28 years 
15. John Bernard, his son, aged 3 years 
16. Nathaniel, his son, aged 1 year 
* * * 
21. Timothy Tabor, in Someret of Batcombe, tailor, aged 35 years 
22. Jane Tabor, his wife, aged 35 years 
23. Jane Tabor, his daughter, aged 10 years 
24. Anne Tabor, his daughter, aged 8 years 
25. Sarah Tabor, his daughter, aged 5 years 
26. William Fever, his servant, aged 20 years 
27. John Whitmarke, aged 39 years 
28. Alice Whitmarke, his wife, aged 35 years 
29. James Whitmarke, his son, aged 5 years 
30. Jane, his daughter, aged 7 years 
31. Onseph Whitmarke, his son, aged 5 years 
32. Rich. Whitmarke, his son, aged 2 years 
* * * 
74. Robert Lovell, husbandman, aged 40 years 
75. Elizabeth Lovell, his wife, aged 35 years 
 
76. Zacheus Lovell, his son, aged 15 years 
77. Anne Lovell, his daughter, aged 16 years 
78. John Lovell, his son, aged 8 years 
79. Ellyn, his daughter, aged 1 year 
80. James, his son, aged 1 year 
81. Joseph Chickin, his servant, 16 years 
82. Alice Kinham, aged 22 years 
83. Angell Hollard, aged 21 years 
84. Katheryn, his wife, 22 years 
85. George Land, his servant, 22 years 
86. Sarah Land, his kinswoman, 18 years 
* * * 
103. John Hoble, husbandman, 13 
104. Robert Huste, husbandman, 40 . . . 
 
  

    

Source: Ship's List of Emigrants Bound for Virginia 

Ultimo July, 1635 

These underwritten names are to be transported to Virginia, embarked in the Merchant's Hope, Hugh Weston, Master, per examination by the minister of Gravesend touching their conformity to the Church discipline of England, and have taken the oaths of allegiance and supremacy: 

	Edward Towers 
	26 
	Allin King 
	19 

	Henry Woodman 
	22 
	Rowland Sadler 
	19 

	Richard Seems 
	26 
	Jo. Phillips 
	28 

	Vyncent Whatter 
	17 
	Daniel Endick 
	16 

	James Whithedd 
	14 
	Jo. Chalk 
	25 

	Jonas Watts 
	21 
	Jo. Vynall 
	20 

	Peter Loe 
	22 
	Edward Smith 
	20 

	Geo. Brocker 
	17 
	Jo. Rowlidge 
	19 

	Henry Eeles 
	26 
	Wm. Westlie 
	40 

	Jo. Dennis 
	22 
	Jo. Smith 
	18 

	Tho. Swayne 
	23 
	Jo. Saunders 
	22 

	Charles Rinsdsen 
	27 
	Tho. Bartcherd 
	16 

	Jo. Exston 
	17 
	Tho. Dodderidge 
	19 

	Wm. Luck 
	14 
	Richard Williams 
	18 

	Jo. Thomas 
	19 
	Jo. Ballance 
	19 

	Jo. Archer 
	21 
	Wm. Baldin 
	21 

	Richard Williams 
	25 
	Wm. Pen 
	26 

	Francis Hutton 
	20 
	Jo. Gerie 
	24 

	Savill Gascoyne 
	29 
	Henry Baylie 
	18 

	Rich. Bulfell 
	29 
	Rich. Anderson 
	50 

	Rich. Jones 
	26 
	Robert Kelum 
	51 

	Tho. Wynes 
	30 
	Richard Fanshaw 
	22 

	Humphrey Williams 
	22 
	Tho. Bradford 
	40 

	Edward Roberts 
	20 
	Wm. Spencer 
	16 

	Martin Atkinson 
	32 
	Marmaduke Ella 
	22 

	Edward Atkinson 
	23 

	Wm.Edwarcis 
	30 
	Women 

	Nathan Braddock 
	31 
	Ann Swayne 
	22 

	Jeffrey Gurrish 
	23 
	Eliz.Cote 
	22 

	Henry Carell 
	16 
	Ann Rice 
	23 

	Thos. Tyle 
	24 
	Kat. Wilson 
	23 

	Gamaliel White 
	24 
	Maudlin Lloyd 
	24 

	Richard Marks 
	19 
	Mabell Busher 
	14 

	Thos. Clever 
	16 
	Annis Hopkins 
	24 


	


	


	


	 

 Analysis for the two documents:

What could you assess from the two documents about each group going to their respecitve areas?  Consider the types of people, ages, etc. and where they are going.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


 





