Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Leigh Robertson

	Subject:  Advanced Placement US History

	Grade Level:  11th

	Class Time Required:  90 minutes

	Lesson Title:  Comparing and Contrasting the New England and Chesapeake Colonies


Essential Question:
	What were the differences between the colonies of the New England and Chesapeake regions?  What were the reasons for these differences and how did they affect the development of the colonies?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	This lesson will require students to examine primary source documents related to the Chesapeake and New England colonies.  Students will compare and contrast the colonies in a Venn diagram (double bubble map), noting the motivation of the colonists, the economy, as well as the form of government for each region.  After analyzing the documents and completing the double bubble map, students will then have to determine which region they would have settled.  They will then write a letter from the perspective of a colonist back to a friend or family member in England discussing what life is like in the colony including the benefits and drawbacks of selecting that region.  


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

· Explain the motivations of immigrants to New England and the Chesapeake regions
· Explain the differences in the economy of the New England and Chesapeake regions
· Explain the forms of government present in the New England and Chesapeake regions
· Analyze why these differences in development occurred 

· Evaluate which colony was best suited for settlement
Goal 1:  Colonial America (1492-1754)The learner will identify causes of European exploration and colonial settlement and assess the structure of the European colonies.

1.03 Analyze the social, economic, and political effects of the British Empire on the American colonies with regard to the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies. 




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	APPARTS guidelines, letter to England rubric

Primary Sources:

Source:  John Smith describes early Jamestown taken from The Generall Histories of Virginia, New England, and the Summer Isles, 1624.
Available online at http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/10-smi.html
Great source, I typically have students read the first paragraph only, see excerpt below in attachments section.

Source:  William Bradford describes Early Plymouth taken from Of Plymouth Plantation, 1650.

Available online at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1650bradford.html#First%20harvest
Another very useful account.  You may want to select an excerpt as it is a long document.

Source:  How our Cities Looked by Lord Adam Gordon, 1765.  Description online at http://openlibrary.org/b/OL5344319M/Narratives_of_Colonial_America_1704-1765.
An account from the diary of a British officer who visited the colonies while on vacation.  I do not have a soft copy of this document and I have not been able to find it online.  If you have the textbook The Americans, it is available in their supplementary materials.  I will bring a hard copy to our next workshop.

Source:  The Book of the General Laws, 1685.  Description online at http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr003.html
Laws governing both public and private behavior are included in this document.  I typically use the section focusing on children’s education.  I do not have a soft copy of this document and I have not been able to find it online.  If you have the textbook The Americans, it is available in their supplementary materials.  I will bring a hard copy to our next workshop.

Source:  Ship’s list of emigrants bound for New England.  Available online at http://sun.menloschool.org/~chanson/apush/docs_dox/emigrants/ne_emigrants.pdf
Ship’s list of emigrants bound for Virginia.  Available online at http://sun.menloschool.org/~chanson/apush/docs_dox/emigrants/va_emigrants.pdf
If you are familiar with the AP US DBQ from 1993 comparing the Chesapeake and New England colonies, these documents were included in that prompt.  The lists provide a great opportunity for students to analyze who came to the colonies and why.  They quickly notice that families settled New England, while young men typically settled in the Chesapeake.  If you haven’t used these documents before, I strongly recommend them.  

Secondary Sources:



	Technology:  LCD and Document Camera can be utilized to share the documents and student work.


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)

Students will have 2 minutes to brainstorm with a partner and answer the question “Why do people immigrate?”  The instructor will compile a list of the ideas on the document camera/whiteboard.  Students will then have 2 additional minutes to brainstorm with a partner and answer the question “What has to be done when people immigrate to a new place?”  The instructor will compile a list of these ideas on the same sheet of paper/whiteboard.

	Teacher led instruction
Instructor will facilitate discussion based on student responses to the jump starter questions.  In response to the first question, instructor will discuss ideas such as “People move for economic opportunity.”  For the second question, the instructor will focus on what must be done when a colony is established, such as setting up a new government and creating laws.  
(10-20 minutes)

	Guided Practice  

Students will read the three documents in small groups and use the APPARTS strategy to analyze each document (15-20 minutes per document).  After all documents have been analyzed, the class will come back together for a whole class discussion on the readings.  At this time, the teacher will facilitate as students create Venn Diagram/double bubble map comparing the Chesapeake and New England colonies.

	Independent Practice

Students will choose a colony to “emigrate” to from England.  They will then write a letter to a friend or family member in England describing life in the colony, following the guidelines given in the attached rubric.  
(20 minutes or could be assigned as homework)

	Closure
Class will revisit the jump starter activity and add any new ideas to the lists created at the beginning of class.


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

	
	A
	B
	C
	D/F

	Inclusion of History
	Letter includes at least five facts related to the specified region.  The facts are relevant and add to the quality of the letter.
	Letter includes three to four facts related to the specified region.  Most of the facts are relevant and add to the quality of the letter.
	Letter includes one to two facts or details related to the specified region.  The facts may not be relevant.
	No facts or details from the region are provided in the letter.

	Accuracy
	All details given in the letter are accurate or plausible.
	A majority of the details given in the letter are accurate or plausible.
	Several details in the letter are inaccurate/

implausible. 
	Details given are inaccurate/implausible.

	Spelling and Grammar
	The letter is well written and there are no spelling/grammatical errors.
	The letter is well written and there are few spelling/grammatical errors.
	The letter has several grammatical/spelling errors that detract from the overall quality of the poem.
	The letter has numerous spelling/grammatical errors.

	Evaluation of Colonies
	Many specific benefits and drawbacks of life in the specified colony are included.  Information about the other colony is also included.
	Some specific benefits and drawbacks of life in the specified colony are included.  Information about the other colony may also be included.
	Benefits and drawbacks of life in the specified colony are given, but they are not specific and may be inaccurate.  No information is included about the other colony.
	Benefits and drawbacks of life in the colony are inaccurate or not included.  No information about the other colony is included.  

	Other requirements


	
	
	
	


Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

Source:  John Smith describes early Jamestown taken from The Generall Histories of Virginia, New England, and the Summer Isles, 1624.
Available online at http://www.swarthmore.edu/SocSci/bdorsey1/41docs/10-smi.html
Great source, I typically have students read the first paragraph only, see excerpt below in attachments section.
Source:  William Bradford describes Early Plymouth taken from Of Plymouth Plantation, 1650.

Available online at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1650bradford.html#First%20harvest
Another very useful account.  You may want to select an excerpt as it is a long document.

Source:  How our Cities Looked by Lord Adam Gordon, 1765.  Description online at http://openlibrary.org/b/OL5344319M/Narratives_of_Colonial_America_1704-1765.
An account from the diary of a British officer who visited the colonies while on vacation.  I do not have a soft copy of this document and I have not been able to find it online.  If you have the textbook The Americans, it is available in their supplementary materials.  I will bring a hard copy to our next workshop.
Source:  The Book of the General Laws, 1685.  Description online at http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/treasures/trr003.html
Laws governing both public and private behavior are included in this document.  I typically use the section focusing on children’s education.  I do not have a soft copy of this document and I have not been able to find it online.  If you have the textbook The Americans, it is available in their supplementary materials.  I will bring a hard copy to our next workshop.

Source:  Ship’s list of emigrants bound for New England.  Available online at http://sun.menloschool.org/~chanson/apush/docs_dox/emigrants/ne_emigrants.pdf
Ship’s list of emigrants bound for Virginia.  Available online at http://sun.menloschool.org/~chanson/apush/docs_dox/emigrants/va_emigrants.pdf
If you are familiar with the AP US DBQ from 1993 comparing the Chesapeake and New England colonies, these documents were included in that prompt.  The lists provide a great opportunity for students to analyze who came to the colonies and why.  They quickly notice that families settled New England, while young men typically settled in the Chesapeake.  If you haven’t used these documents before, I strongly recommend them.  

Attachments:

APPARTS

Author

Place and time

Prior Knowledge

Audience

Reason

The Main Idea

Significance

PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTS
John Smith describes early Jamestown
Chapter II
What Happened Till the First Supply
Being thus left to our fortunes, it fortuned that within ten days scarce ten amongst us could either go or well stand, such extreme weakness and sickness oppressed us. And thereat none need marvel, if they consider the cause and reason, which was this: Whilst the ships stayed, our allowance was somewhat bettered by a daily proportion of biscuit, which the sailors would pilfer to sell, give, or exchange with us for money, sassafras, furs, or love. But when they departed, there remained neither tavern, beer house, nor place of relief but the common kettle. Had we been as free from all sins as gluttony and drunkenness, we might have been canonized for saints. But our President would never have been admitted, for engrossing to his private [use] oatmeal, sack, oil, aquavitae, beef, eggs, or what not, but the [common] kettle. That, indeed, he allowed equally to be distributed, and that was half a pint of wheat, and as much barley boiled with water for a man a day. And this having fried some 26 weeks in the ship's hold contained as many worms as grains, so that we might truly call it rather so much bran than corn. Our drink was water, our lodgings castles in the air. With this lodging and diet, our extreme toil in bearing and planting Pallisadoes so strained and bruised us, and our continual labor in the extremity of the heat had so weakened us, as were cause sufficient to have made us as miserable in our native country or any other place in the world. From May to September those that escaped lived upon sturgeon and sea crabs. Fifty in this time we buried. The rest seeing the President's projects to escape these miseries in our pinnace by flight (who all this time had neither felt want nor sickness) so moved our dead spirits that we deposed him and established Ratcliffe in his place (Gosnold being dead), Kendall deposed. Smith newly recovered [from illness], Martin and Ratcliffe was by his care preserved and relieved, and the most of the soldiers recovered with the skillful diligence of Master Thomas Wotton, our surgeon general. But now was all our provision spent, the sturgeon gone, all helps abandoned. Each hour expecting the fury of the savages, when God, the patron of all good endeavors, in that desperate extremity so changed the hearts of the savages, that they brought such plenty of their fruits and provisions that no man wanted.
Modern History Sourcebook: 
William Bradford:
from History of Plymouth Plantation, c. 1650 



Bradford was one of the leaders of the English Puritan Separatists who we now call "The Pilgrims." This history was his personal journal, completed around 1650, after he had served some 35 years as governor of the colony. The first excerpt describes his feelings as he is on The Mayflower in 1620, on the night before they land to start their puritan colony, the first utopian experiment in the Americas. 

· On the Mayflower 1620 

· How they sought a place of habitation 1620 

· The Mayflower Compact 1620 

· Treaty with the Indians 1621 

· New governor, first marriage 1621 

· First harvest 1621 

· Private and communal farming 1623



On the Mayflower
Being thus arrived in a good harbor, and brought safe to land, they fell upon their knees and blessed the God of Heaven who had brought them over the fast and furious ocean, and delivered them from all the perils and miseries thereof, again to set their feet on the firm and stable earth, their proper element. And no marvel if they were thus joyful, seeing wise Seneca was so affected with sailing a few miles on the coast of his own Italy, as he affirmed, that he had rather remain twenty years on his way by land than pass by sea to any place in a short time, so tedious and dreadful was the same unto him. 

But here I cannot but stay and make a pause, and stand half amazed at this poor people's present condition; and so I think will the reader, too, when he well considers the same. Being thus passed the vast ocean, and a sea of troubles before in their preparation (as may be remembered by that which went before), they had now no friends to welcome them nor inns to entertain or refresh their weatherbeaten bodies; no houses or much less towns to repair to, to seek for succor. It is recorded in Scripture as a mercy to the Apostle and his shipwrecked company, that the barbarians showed them no small kindness in refreshing them, but these savage barbarians, when they met with them (as after will appear) were readier to fill their sides full of arrows than otherwise. And for the season it was winter, and they know that the winters of that country know them to be sharp and violent, and subject to cruel and fierce storms, dangerous to travel to known places, much more to search an unknown coast. Besides, what could they see but a hideous and desolate wilderness, full of wild beasts and wild men--and what multitudes there might be of them they knew not. Neither could they, as it were, go up to the top of Pisgah to view from this wilderness a more goodly country to feed their hopes; for which way soever they turned their eyes (save upward to the heavens) they could have little solace or content in respect of any outward objects. For summer being done, all things stand upon them with a weatherbeaten face, and the whole country, full of woods and thickets, represented a wild and savage hue. If they looked behind them, there was the mighty ocean which they had passed and was now as a main bar and gulf to separate them from all the civil parts of the world. If it be said they had a ship to succor them, it is true; but what heard they daily from the master and company? But that with speed they should look out a place (with their shallop) where they would be, at some near distance; for the season was such that he would not stir from thence till a safe harbor was discovered by them, where they would be, and he might go without danger; and that victuals consumed space but he must and would keep sufficient for themselves and their return. Yea, it was muttered by some that if they got not a place in time, they would turn them and their goods ashore and leave them. Let it also be considered what weak hopes of supply and succor they left behind them, that might bear up their minds in this sad condition and trials they were under; and they could not but be very small. It is true, indeed, the affections and love of their brethren at Leyden was cordial and entire towards them, but they had little power to help them or themselves; and how the case stood between them and the merchants at their coming away hath already been declared. 

What could now sustain them but the Spirit of God and His grace? May not and ought not the children of these fathers rightly say: "Our fathers were Englishmen which came over this great ocean, and were ready to perish in this wilderness; but they cried unto the Lord, and He heard their voice and looked on their adversity," etc. "Let them therefore praise the Lord, because He is good: and his mercies endure forever. Yea, let them which have been redeemed of the Lord, show how He hath delivered them from the hand of the oppressor. When they wandered in the desert wilderness out of the way, and found no city to dwell in, both hungry and thirsty, their soul was overwhelmed in them." "Let them confess before the Lord His lovingkindness and His wonderful works before the sons of men." 

How they sought a place of habitation (1620) 
Being thus arrived at Cape Cod the 11th of November, and necessity calling them to look out a place for habitation (as well as the master's and mariner's importunity); they having brought a large shallop with them out of England, stowed in quarters in the ship, they now got her out and set their carpenters to work to trim her up; but being much bruised and shattered in the ship with foul weather, they saw she would be long in mending. Whereupon a few of them tendered themselves to go by land and discover those nearest places, whilst the shallop was in mending; and the rather because as they went into that harbor there seemed to be an opening some two or three leagues off, which the master judged to be a river. It was conceived there might be some danger in the attempt, yet seeing them resolute, they were permitted to go, being sixteen of them well armed under the conduct of Captain Standish, having such instructions given them as was thought meet. 

They set forth the 15 of November; and when they had marched about the space of a mile by the seaside, they espied five or six persons with a dog coming towards them, who were savages; but they fled from them and ran up into the woods, and the English followed them, partly to see if they could speak with them, and partly to discover if there might not be more of them lying in ambush. But the Indians seeing themselves thus followed, they again forsook the woods and ran away on the sands as hard as they could, so as they could not come near them but followed them by the track of their feet sundry miles and saw that they had come the same way. So, night coming on, they made their rendezvous and set out their sentinels, and rested in quiet that night; and the next morning followed their track till they had headed a great creek and so left the sands, and turned another way into the woods. But they still followed them by guess, hoping to find their dwellings; but they soon lost both them and themselves, falling into such thickets as were ready to tear their clothes and armor in pieces; but were most distressed for want of drink. But at length they found water and refreshed themselves, being the first New England water they drunk of, and was now in great thirst as pleasant unto them as wine or beer had been in foretimes. 

Afterwards, they directed their course to come to the other shore, for they knew it was a neck of land they were to cross over, and so at length got to the seaside and marched to this supposed river, and by the way found a pond of clear, fresh water, and shortly after a good quantity of clear ground where the Indians had formerly set corn, and some of their graves. And proceeding further they saw new stubble where corn had been set the same year; also they found where lately a house had been, where some planks and a great kettle was remaining, and heaps of sand newly paddled with their hands. Which, they digging up, found in them divers fair Indian baskets filled with corn, and some in ears, fair and good, of divers colors, which seemed to them a very goodly sight (having never seen any such before). This was near the place of that supposed river they came to seek, unto which they went and found it to open itself into two arms with a high cliff of sand in the entrance but more like to be creeks of salt water than any fresh, for aught they saw; and that there was good harborage for their shallop, leaving it further to be discovered by their shallop, when she was ready. So, their time limited them being expired, they returned to the ship lest they should be in fear of their safety; and took with them part of the corn and buried up the rest. And so, like the men from Eshcol, carried with them of the fruits of the land and showed their brethren; of which, and their return, they were marvelously glad and their hearts encouraged. 

After this, the shallop being got ready, they set out again for the better discovery of this place, and the master of the ship desired to go himself. So there went some thirty men but found it to be no harbor for ships but only for boats. There was also found two of their houses covered with mats, and sundry of their implements in them, but the people were run away and could not be seen. Also there was found more of their corn and of their beans of various colors; the corn and beans they brought away, purposing to give them full satisfaction when they should meet with any of them as, about some six months afterward they did, to their good content. 

And here is to be noted a special providence of God, and a great mercy to this poor people, that here they got seed to plant them corn the next year, or else they might have starved, for they had none nor any likelihood to get any till the season had been past, as the sequel did manifest. Neither is it likely they had had this, if the first voyage had not been made, for the ground was now all covered with snow and hard frozen; but the Lord is never wanting unto His in their greatest needs; let His holy name have all the praise. . . . 

The Mayflower Compact (1620) 
I shall a little return back, and begin with a combination of made by them before they came ashore; being the first foundation of their government in this place. Occasioned partly by the discontented and mutinous speeches that some of the strangers amongst them had let fall from them in the ship: That when they came ashore they would use their own liberty, for none had power to command them, the patent they had being for Virginia and not for New England, which belonged to another government, with which the Virginia Company had nothing to do. And partly that such an act by them done, this their condition considered, might be as firm as any patent and in some respects more sure. 

The form was as followeth: 

IN THE NAME OF GOD, AMEN. 

We whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the faith, etc. 

Having undertaken, for the Glory of God and advancement of the Christian Faith and Honor of our King and Country, a Voyage to plant the First Colony in the Northern Parts of Virginia, do by these presents solemnly and mutually in the presence of God and one of another, Covenant and Combine ourselves together into a Civil Body Politic, for our better ordering and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equal Laws, Ordinances, Acts, Constitutions and Offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the Colony, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. In witness whereof we have hereunder subscribed our names at Cape Cod, the llth of November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France and Ireland the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth. Anno Domini 1620. 

After this they chose, or rather confirmed, Mr. John Carver (a man godly and well approved amongst them) their Governor for that year. And after they had provided a place for their goods, or common store (which were long in unlading for want of boats, foulness of the winter weather and sickness of divers) and begun some small cottages for their habitation; as time would admit, they met and consulted of laws and orders, both for their civil and military government as the necessity of their condition did require, still adding thereunto as urgent occasion in several times, and as cases did require. 

In these hard and difficult beginnings they found some discontents and murmurings arise amongst some, and mutinous speeches and carriages in other; but they were soon quelled and overcome by the wisdom, patience, and just and equal carriage of things, by the Governor and better part, which clave faithfully together in the main. 

Treaty with the Indians (1621) 
All this while the Indians came skulking about them, and would sometimes show themselves aloof off, but when any approached near them, they would run away; and once they stole away their tools where they had been at work and were gone to dinner. But about the 16th of March, a certain Indian came boldly amongst them and spoke to them in broken English, which they could well understand but marveled at it. At length they understood by discourse with him, that he was not of these parts, but belonged to the eastern parts where some English ships came to fish, with whom he was acquainted and could name sundry of them by their names, amongst whom he had got his language. He became profitable to them in acquainting them with many things concerning the state of the country in the east parts where he lived, which was afterwards profitable unto them; as also of the people here, of their names, number and strength, of their situation and distance from this place, and who was chief amongst them. His name was Samoset. He told them also of another Indian whose name was Sguanto, a native of this place, who had been in England and could speak better English than himself. 

Being after some time of entertainment and gifts dismissed, a while after he came again, and five more with him, and they brought again all the tools that were stolen away before, and made way for the coming of their great Sachem, called Massasoit. Who, about four or five days after, came with the chief of his friends and other attendance, with the aforesaid Squanto. With whom, after friendly entertainment and some gifts given him, they made a peace with him (which hath now continued this 24 years) in these terms: 

1. That neither he nor any of his should injure or do hurt to any of their people. 

2. That if any of his did hurt to any of theirs, he should send the offender, that they might punish him. 

3. That if anything were taken away from any of theirs, he should cause it to be restored; and they should do the like to his. 

4. If any did unjustly war against him, they would aid him; if any did war against them, he should aid them. 

5. He should send to his neighbors confederates to certify them of this, that they might not wrong them, but might be likewise comprised in the conditions of peace. 

6. That when their men came to them, they should leave their bows and arrows behind them. 

After these thing he returned to his place called Sowams, some 40 miles from this place, but Squanto continued with them and was their interpreter and was a special instrument sent of God for their good beyond their expectation. He directed them how to set their corn, where to take fish, and to procure other commodities, and was also their pilot to bring them to unknown places for their profit, and never left them till he died. He was a native of this place, and scarce any left alive besides himself. He we carried away with divers others by one Hunt, a master of a ship, who thought to sell them for slaves in Spain. But he got away for England and was entertained by a merchant in London, and employed to Newfoundland and other parts, and lastly brought hither into these parts by one Mr. Dermer, a gentleman employed by Sir Ferdinando Gorges and others for discovery and other designs in these parts. 

New governor, first marriage (1621) 
In this month of April, whilst they were busy about their seed, their Governor (Mr. John Carver) came out of the field very sick, it being a hot day. He complained greatly of his head and lay down, and within a few hours his senses failed, so as he never spake more till he died, which was within a few days after. Whose death was much lamented and caused great heaviness amongst them, as there was cause. He was buried in the best manner they could, with some volleys of shot by all that bore arms. And his wife, being a weak woman, died within five or six weeks after him. 

Shortly after, William Bradford was chosen Governor in his stead, and being not recovered of his illness, in which he had been near the point of death, Isaac Allerton was chosen to be an assistant unto him who, by renewed election every year, continued sundry years together. Which I here note once for all. 

May 12 was the first marriage in this place which, according to the laudable custom of the Low Countries, in which they had lived, was thought most requisite to be performed by the magistrate, as being a civil thing, upon which many questions about inheritances do depend, with other things most proper to their cognizance and most consonant to the Scriptures (Ruth iv) and nowhere found in the Gospel to be laid on the ministers as a part of their office. 

First harvest (1621) 

They began now to gather in the small harvest they had, and to fit up their houses and dwellings against winter, being all well recovered in health and strength and had all things in good plenty. For as some were thus employed in affairs abroad, others were exercised in fishing, about cod and bass and other fish, of which they took good store, of which every family had their portion. All the summer there was no want; and now began to come in store of fowl, as winter approached, of which this place did abound when they came first (but afterward decreased by degrees). And besides waterfowl there was a great store of wild turkeys, of which they took many, besides venison, etc. Besides they had about a peck a meal a week to a person, or now since harvest, Indian corn to the proportion. Which made many afterwards write so largely of their plenty here to their friends in England, which were not feigned but true reports. 

Private and communal farming (1623) 

All this while no supply was heard of, neither knew they when they might expect any. So they began to think how they might raise as much corn as they could, and obtain a better crop than they had done, that they might not still thus languish in misery. At length, after much debate of things, the Governor (with the advice of the chiefest amongst them) gave way that they should set corn every man for his own particular, and in that regard trust to themselves; in all other thing to go on in the general way as before. And so assigned to every family a parcel of land, according to the proportion of their number, for that end, only for present use (but made no division for inheritance) and ranged all boys and youth under some family. This had very good success, for it made all hands very industrious, so as much more corn was planted than otherwise would have been by any means the Governor or any other could use, and saved him a great deal of trouble, and gave far better content. The women now went willingly into the field, and took their little ones with them to set corn; which before would allege weakness and inability; whom to have compelled would have been thought great tyranny and oppression. 

The experience that was had in this common course and condition, tried sundry years and that amongst godly and sober men, may well evince the vanity of that conceit of Plato's and other ancients applauded by some of later times; and that the taking away of property and bringing in community into a commonwealth would make them happy and flourishing; as if they were wiser than God. For this community (so far as it was) was found to breed much confusion and discontent and retard much employment that would have been to their benefit and comfort. For the young men, that were most able and fit for labor and service, did repine that they should spend their time and strength to work for other men's wives and children without any recompense. The strong, or man of parts, had no more in division of victuals and clothes than he that was weak and not able to do a quarter the other could; this was thought injustice. The aged and graver men to be ranked and equalized in labors and victuals, clothes etc., with the meaner and younger sort, thought it some indignity and disrespect unto them. And for men's wives to be commanded to do service for other men, as dressing their meat, washing their clothes, etc., they deemed it a kind of slavery, neither could many husbands well brook it. Upon the point all being to have alike, and all to do alike, they thought themselves in the like condition, and one as good as another; and so, if it did not cut off those relations that God hath set amongst men, yet it did at least much diminish and take off the mutual respects that should be preserved amongst them. And would have been worse if they had been men of another condition. Let none object this is men's corruption, and nothing to the course itself. I answer, seeing all men have this corruption in them, God in His wisdom saw another course fitter for them. 
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