Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author:  Hill Pearsall

	Subject:  AP US History

	Grade Level:  11

	Class Time Required:  1 1\2 hours (one class period with computer lab time)

	Lesson Title:   American Involvement in the French and Indian War


Essential Question:
	What was the role of Americans in the French and Indian War in North America and what obstacles emerged between the British and colonial soldiers?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will analyze two letters from George Washington to Lt. Governor Robert Dinwiddie of Virginia and complete research on the Jumonville Affair and the Battle of the Great Meadows.  After this, students will discuss issues prompted by the teacher based on those readings and research.


Lesson Plan Objectives:
From the AP Guide
COMPETENCY GOAL 1: Colonial America (1492-1754) The learner will identify causes of European exploration and colonial settlement and assess the structure of the European colonies. 


Objectives

1.01 Identify and evaluate the causes of European exploration from the late 

            15th to the early 17th century.

1.02 Assess the structure and long-term influence of European settlements on the New World and the effects on American Indians.

1.03 Analyze the social, economic, and political effects of the British Empire on the American colonies with regard to the New England, Middle, and Southern colonies.

COMPETENCY GOAL 2: The Revolutionary Era (1754-1783) The learner will examine the causes for revolution, the course of the war, and evaluate the results. 


Objectives

2.01
Examine the status of European rivalries in the New World and the causes for revolution among the American colonies.
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
Asses the role of the American militia in the French and Indian War and problems that stemmed between the colonists and British regulars and the effect that played on the Revolution.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  A Letter to Robert Dinwiddie May 1754 and June 1754 from George Washington from the document book “For the Record Vol 1”…Norton Publishers
They may be found online as well.
Secondary Sources: Various internet resources for research


	Technology:  Internet research


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Give a description of the initial movement of Washington’s engagement with the French in the Ohio Valley, but don’t tell them it was Washington…..describe the successes and failures (capture).   Let them find out it was Washington in their research.



	Teacher led instruction
Description of the events mentioned above.  Any needed background info on conflicts between the French and British in the colonies.

	Guided Practice  
Reading the provided documents and answering the questions given.  Complete additional research to give brief descriptions of the Jumonville Affair and the Battle of the Great Meadows (1754).


	Independent Practice
Read the two documents and research the Jumonville Affair (1754) the Battle of the Great Meadows (1754)

Present the research in timeline form and include pictures that describe the event on your timeline.


	Closure
Discussion of the provided questions and research.   Can these events be connected as a cause of the War of Independence?



Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Students will be assessed on completion of questions provided for the readings and their timelines on the two events mentioned.  Discussion will also be generated on their preconceived views of George Washington vs what they found in their research.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Internet Resources:

For each source provide…

John C. Fitzpatrick's Writings of George Washington

Web address: http://etext.virginia.edu/etcbin/ot2www-washington?specfile=/texts/english/washington/fitzpatrick/search/gw.o2w&act=surround&offset=294476&tag=Writings+of+Washington,+Vol.+1:+*To+ROBERT+DINWIDDIE+Camp+at+the+Great+Meadows,+May+29,+1754.+&query=robert+dinwiddie&id=gw010057 
Author and Title:  George Washington…….Letter to Robert Dinwiddie May 29,1754
Questions to add to the above reading:

1. What was Washington’s justification for the attack on the French? (Jumonville Affair)

2. Why do you suppose he thought is necessary to describe to clearly and in such detail his actions and treatment of prisoners?

3. What part did the Indians (particularly the Half King) play in his engagement?

Attachments:

A Letter to Robert Dinwiddie (June 1754)

Capt. James McKay received his appointment from a royal commission and Capt. George Washington from Virginia’s governor.

Captain Mackay, with the Independent Company, has arrived, whom I take to be a very good sort of a gentleman. For want of proper instructions from your Honor, I am much at a loss to know how to act, or proceed in regard to his company. I made it my particular study to receive him (as it was your desire) with all the respect and politeness, that were due to his rank, or that I was capable of showing ; and I do not doubt from his appearance and behaviour, that a strict intimacy will ensue, when matters shall be put in a clear light. But at present, I assure you, they will rather impede the service, than forward it ; for, as they have commissions from the King, they look upon themselves as a distinct body, and will not incorporate and do duty with our men, but keep separate guards, and encamp separately. I have not offered to control Captain Mackay in any thing, nor showed that I claimed a superior command, except in giving the patrole and countersign, which must be the same in an army consisting of different nations, to distinguish friends from foes. He knows the necessity of this, yet does not think he is to receive it from me. Then who is to give it '] Am I to issue these orders to a company 1 Or is an independent captain to prescribe rules to the Virginia regiment ? This is the question. But its absurdity is obvious. 

It now behoves you, Sir, to lay your absolute commands on one or the other to obey. This is indispensably necessary, for nothing clashes more with reason, than to conceive our small bodies can act distinctly, without having connexion with one another, and yet be serviceable to the public. I do not doubt that Captain Mackay is an officer of sense, and I dare say will do the best for the service ; but, Sir, two commanders are so incompatible, that we cannot be as useful to one another, or the public, as we ought ; and I am sincerely sorry, that he has arrived before your instructions by Colonel Innes, who I doubt not will be fully authorized how to act. But as we have no news of Colonel Innes, I have, in the mean time, desired Major Carlyle to send this by an immediate express to you, who, I hope, will satisfy these doubts. 

Captain Mackay and I have lived in the most perfect harmony since his arrival, and have reasoned on this calmly ; and, I believe, if we should have occasion to exert our whole force, we shall do as well as divided authority can do. We have not had the least warmth of dispute. He thinks you have not a power to give commissions, that will command him. If so, I can very confidently say, that his absence would tend to the public advantage. I have been particularly careful in discovering no foolish desire of commanding him, neither have I intermeddled with his company in the least, nor given any directions concerning it, except, in general, the countersign, and place to repair to in case of an alarm, none of which he thinks he should receiveo I have testified to him, in the most serious manner, the pleasure I should take in consulting and advising with him upon all occasions, and I am satisfied that we shall never differ after you have decided this point. I am convinced, that your own just discernment and consideration will prove to you, that there can be no medium. The nature of the thing will not allow of it. Before orders will be observed, it must be known who is to command ; and I am very confident you will see the absurdity, and consider the effects, of Captain Mackay's having the direction of the regiment ; for it would certainly be the hardest thing in life, if we are to do double and treble duty, and neither be entitled to the pay nor rank of soldiers. That the first column of the Virginia regiment has done more for the interest of this expedition, than any company, or corps, that will hereafter arrive, must be obvious to all. This, Sir, Captain Mackay did not hesitate one moment to allow, since he has seen the work we have done upon the roads. We shall part to-morrow. I shall continue my march to Red-stone, while his company remains here. This, Sir, I found absolutely necessary for the public interest. Captain Mackay says, that it is not in his power to oblige his men to work on the road, unless he will engage them a shilling sterling a day, which I would not choose to do. And to suffer them to march at their ease, whilst our faithful soldiers are laboriously employed, carries with it an air of such distinction, that it is not to be wondered at, if the poor fellows were to declare the hardship of it. He also assures me, that this is not peculiar to his company, but that no soldiers subject to martial law can be obliged to work for less. I shall continue to complete the work we have begun with my own men. We shall have the whole credit, as no others have assisted. 

I hope, from what has been said, your Honor will see the necessity of giving your speedy order on this head ; and I am sensible you will consider the evil tendency, that will accompany Captain Mackay's arrival. The rank of office to me, Sir, is much more important than the pay.

1. What was the primary problem Washington was experiencing?

2. How did he try to deal with this problem?

3. What did he hope Dinwiddie would do to rectify the situation?

4. What was the secondary problem?

5. How do these issues illustrate the relationship between colonies and mother country?

