Teaching American History 

	Author: Brooke Hazelwood

	Subject: Honors World History

	Grade Level: Ninth Grade

	Class Time Required: One 90 minute block

	Lesson Title: Breaking Chains and Perspective Post Cards


Essential Question:
	How do political, cultural and economic perspectives affect views of historical events?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will complete a brief web-based activity as an introduction to the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade in order to compare viewpoints presented in a series of primary sources that describe life in Africa, enslavement, and the slave trade.   Students will use their interpretations of the documents to create a progression of post cards that describe the historical relationship between the individuals from the reading.  Students will also design stamps that pertain to the theme of their card.




Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	Lesson Objective

At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to compose a post card sequence from the author of each of the primary sources to the others illustrating historically significant details of the slave trade.  
NCSCOS Objectives
3.05 Cite the effects of European expansion on Africans, pre-Columbian Americans, Asians, and Europeans.

6.02 Analyze causes and results of ideas regarding superiority and inferiority in society and how those ideas have changed over time.



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources: 
Olaudah Equiano Remembers West Africa

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1978 

Venture Smith Describes His Enslavement

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1985
An Account of the Slave Trade On the Coast of Africa

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1904 
Secondary Sources:
Anti-Slavery International’s Resources for Teaching about Slavery 

http://old.antislavery.org/breakingthesilence/upfromslavery.shtml 

“Curriculum Framework for Secondary Education”, Lake Washington School District.
Dean, Deborah. Strategic Writing: The Writing Process and Beyond in the Secondary English Classroom. (2006). National Council of Teachers of English. IL.



	Technology: LCD Projector. student computers
5x 7 Index cards and colored pencils


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Students will use the web site http://old.antislavery.org/breakingthesilence/upfromslavery.shtml  to read and analyze first person accounts of the capture, the Middle Passage, auction and sale, work on plantations, punishment, suffering, resistance, escape, and freedom of enslaved Africans. Students will proceed through the readings and a quiz on each in order to break a link in the chain, symbolic of the slave trade. Use the warm up to relate the subject to prior learning (our studies of African civilization, the innovations of the Renaissance and how they led to the Age of Exploration, European colonization in the Americas and the established economic system).  20 minutes.

	Teacher led Instruction
Ask students to use a Double Bubble Thinking Map to compare and contrast the depictions they have heard in the warm up with what they already know about the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. Discuss the results with the class as a whole.  10 minutes. 

	Guided Practice  
Give students copies of each of the three primary sources; Olaudah Equiano Remembers West Africa, Venture Smith Describes His Enslavement and An Account of the Slave Trade On the Coast of Africa. Explain that students will read each of the accounts and complete an activity that illustrates each person’s perspective in a creative way. Students will read each of the sources and complete the Questions to Consider to guide their post card production.  
Show students the example of the post card activity. Describe how they will personify each person’s individual perspective. 35 minutes.


	Independent Practice
Students will use their analysis of primary sources and their responses to the questions to consider to write postcards from Olaudah Equiano to Venture Smith and Alexander Falconbridge that indicate historical background and significance as well as their relationship to one another. 20 minutes.


	Closure 

Students should submit their postcard packet and their rubric. 5 minutes


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Using a rubric, students will be evaluated based on their participation in the warm up activity, effort at analysis and their creativity  and use of specific historical details in creating their Perspective Post Cards.



Perspective Post Card

	Categories 

	                                            1                              2                             3                            4                                  5

	Organization 
	Poor use of space, lack of balance between text and drawing. 
	Better use of space, lack of balance. 
	Good use of space for letter and drawing. 
	Excellent use of space, very well balanced. 

	Illustration 
	Lacking in detail, inaccurate visual information, lacks visual appeal. 
	Some attention to details, some appropriate and accurate visual information, some visual appeal. 
	Good attention to detail, visual information is mostly accurate, appropriate and related to content, good visual appeal. 
	Excellent depiction, accurate, many visual details, excellent use of color, excellent visual appeal. 

	Historical Content of Post Card
	Missing major points, inaccurate, no extension of ideas, meaning is unclear. 
	Missing a major point, inaccurate, no extension of ideas, meaning somewhat clear. 
	Good presentation of main ideas and details, accurate, some attempt to extend ideas, meaning clear. 
	Excellent presentation of ideas and details, accurate, good extension of ideas, imaginative, meaning very clear. 

	Communication of Perspective
	Little clarity.
	Communicates with some clarity.
	Communicates with clarity in both forms (written and drawn). 


	Consistent attention to detail in written and drawn presentation, all accurate. 


Adapted from http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/obj/008001/f2/008001-4010.14-e.pdf

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Attachments:  Primary Sources and Sample Lesson 






