Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Keith Walter

	Subject: US/NC History

	Grade Level: 8th 

	Class Time Required: 1 block

	Lesson Title: American Indian Tribes and the Lost Colony




Essential Question:
	Who was living in the coastal area when the English explorers arrived off the North Carolina coast in the 1580’s and how might this have affected colonization attempts?



Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will brainstorm what the Native American tribes were like when encountered by the English explorers and early colonists, then examine some of John Whites illustrations to see what could be learned of native culture from the images, followed by a discussion and short lecture about the mystery of Roanoke and lastly, student will examine the dare stone and draw their own conclusions about what happened to the “lost colonists”



Lesson Plan Objectives:	
Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:	
http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…
1.07 Describe the roles and contributions of diverse groups, such as American Indians, African Americans, European immigrants, landed gentry, tradesmen, and small farmers to everyday life in colonial North Carolina, and compare them to the other colonies. (8th)


	Teacher Designed Objectives:
Students will learn about early colonization attempts in North Carolina.
Students will examine primary source pictures to learn about American Indian life.
Students will understand the historical mystery of the “Lost Colony”



Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)
	Primary Sources: laminated reproductions of several of John Whites drawings of Cape Fear Indians, laminated reproduction of dare stone (from Dr. LaVere’s lecture (and accompanying translation-provided)

Secondary Sources: Photo Analysis worksheet


	Technology: Projector or overhead with Image of Chowan stone and map showing Roanoke/Chowan site (from Dr. LaVere’s lecture).






Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Writing Prompt: When the English explorers first came to NC coast in 1587, what do you think the native people living in the region were like?-discuss responses

	Teacher led instruction
Pair students and provide each grouping with a photo analysis sheet and J.White image. Students should study the picture for 2 minutes without talking, then fill out the analysis sheet. When students have finished, ask: What can we learn front the picture about the native people’s living in the region? Next, have each group or individual share their picture and one of their conclusions.

	Guided Practice  
Short lecture on Raleigh’s expedition to Roanoke, the failed attempt to subjugate the natives (Ralph Lane-1585) and the disappearance of the colonists at Roanoke after J. White was forced to return to England for additional assistance (1587), including clues such as ‘Croatoan’ carving, the removal of housing and the lack of bodies. Ask students to come up with what they think happened (ensuring that they have a reason to support their conclusion and display responses on board, making sure to include the various historical theories). Vote on which they think is most likely. 

	Independent Practice
Tell students there is one more piece to the mystery and project an image of the Dare Stone found near the Chowan River in 1937 and a map showing the location of the original colony and where/how the stone was found.

	Closure
Provide students with the translation of what is said on the stone, inviting it to be read allowed. Respond to student questions (anticipating spelling/grammar questions). Re-visit the “what happened to the 117 colonists” question and ask them to revise their original conclusion, stressing the historical mystery behind the lost colony.


		
Evaluation of Student Comprehension:
Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:
For each source provide…

Web address: 
1. http://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/hariot/illustr.html
2. http://archives.gov
Author and Title: 
1. Documenting the American South-UNC Chapel Hill Library
2. National Archives
Brief synopsis of the source:
1. John White primary sources/images when he first came to North America.
Site can also be accessed through NC DPI web site under “middle grade resources.”
2. National Archives of the united states (photo analysis sheet can easily be reproduced from here, among other things)

Attachments: Photo Analysis Worksheet Sample, Sample photos of works by John White, translation of Chowan Stone.


Photo Analysis Worksheet
	Step 1. Observation

	A.
	  
	Study the photograph for 2 minutes. Form an overall impression of the photograph and then examine individual items. Next, divide the photo into quadrants and study each section to see what new details become visible.
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

	B.
	 
	Use the chart below to list people, objects, and activities in the photograph.
	People
	Objects
	Activities

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 


 

	Step 2. Inference 

	 
	 
	Based on what you have observed above, list three things you might infer from this photograph.

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

	Step 3. Questions

	A.
	 
	What questions does this photograph raise in your mind?

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

	B.
	 
	Where could you find answers to them? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 


Designed and developed by the 
Education Staff, National Archives and Records Administration, Washington, DC 20408. 










The Virginia Dare stones
In 1937, a twenty-one-pound quartz stone was found in a swamp 60 miles west of Roanoke. On one side was a cross and the instruction “Ananias Dare & Virginia went hence Unto Heaven 1591.” On the other were carvings that, when deciphered by faculty at Emory University, were a message from Eleanor Dare to her father, John White, that the colony had fled inland after an Indian attack. 
Father soone After yov
goe for Englande wee cam
hither / onlie misarie & Warre—
tow yeere / Above halfe DeaDe ere tow
yeere more from dickenes beine fovre & twentie /
salvage with message of shipp unto us / smal
space of time they affrite of revenge rann
al awaye / wee bleeve yt nott yov / soone after
ye salvages faine spirts angrie / suddiane
murther al save seaven / mine childe—
ananias to slaine wth mvch misarie— /
bvrie al neere fovre myles easte this river
vppon smal hil / names writ al ther
on rocke / putt this ther also / salvage
shew this vnto yov & hither wee
promise yov to give greate
plentie presents
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