Teaching American History 

	Author: Brooke Hazelwood

	Subject: Honors World History

	Grade Level: Ninth Grade

	Class Time Required: Two 70 minute blocks

	Lesson Title: Age of Exploration Newscast


Essential Question:
	What role does technology play in discovery? 
How does innovation influence cultural diffusion?


Brief Description of Lesson:
	Students will use an analysis of primary and secondary sources to develop a newscast from the point of view of the major historical players during the Age of Exploration. Students will work in small groups to develop a script according to a specialized rubric for a newscast skit depicting past events from the point of view of those who participated in them.  Students must include at least 2 facts from primary sources in their presentations.


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to evaluate primary and secondary sources to create a newscast showcasing the achievements of the Age of Exploration.
NCSCOS

1.02 Analyze and interpret primary and secondary sources to compare views, trace themes, and detect bias.

3.04 Examine European exploration and analyze the forces that caused and allowed the acquisition of colonial possessions and trading privileges in Africa, Asia, and the Americas.




Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:  
Eyewitness Accounts of Early American Exploration and Settlement

http://www.americanjourneys.org/texts.asp
   *students can choose from the list above according to their assigned section

Alternate Options:

Aboard the Mayflower, 1620

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/mayflower.htm
Passage to America, 1750

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/passage.htm  

Supplies the Colonists Took to Virginia

http://www.learner.org/workshops/primarysources/virginia/docs/supplies2.html 

First Hand Accounts of Virginia, 1575-1705

http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/etcbin/jamestown-browse?id=J1007
Secondary Sources:
Teacher prepared PowerPoints, in class discussions and presentations


	Technology: laptop computers for primary source analysis, PowerPoint for Newscast background


Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
Show students a current news clip illustrating coverage of a world event. 
Ask students questions about their observations during the clip.

Examples:

*How does the newscaster present the information? 

*What about their presentation captured your attention? 

*How could you communicate similar information in a useful way?

5 minutes



	Teacher led instruction
Distribute the rubric. Explain to students the expectations for performance.  Assign collaborative work groups giving students links to the primary sources and reminding them to refer to their in-class notes from presentations and discussions.  5 minutes.


	Guided Practice  
Students will choose an explorer including but not limited to the following list of explorers and settlers of the Americas:  Bradford, Smith, Hudson, La Salle, and Champlain. 

Based on the accounts provided about their journeys, students will create a newscast illustrating the point of view of those involved in exploration and settlement of the Americas. 

10 minutes
 

	Independent Practice
( students should assign group work roles and responsibilities, analyze primary sources and consider their influence based on class discussions 30 minutes
( develop a newscast skit incorporating a minimum of two facts/quotes gleaned from their source analysis 30-40 minutes

( practice skit and finalize script 10 minutes

( perform newscast  according to order of events  40 minutes.

	Closure
Students should complete self-analysis feedback exit cards. 5 minutes.




Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Using a rubric, students will be evaluated based on their effort at analysis, their newscast performance as well as their collaborative work within their group.

Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:
Attachments: Collaborative Group Work Roles and Responsibilities






