Teaching American History 

Lesson Plan Template

	Author: Alison Lemanski

	Subject: Civics and Economics

	Grade Level: 10th

	Class Time Required: 90 minutes

	Lesson Title: A Journey Along the Middle Passage


Essential Question:

	How were slaves treated during their journey along the middle passage. 



Brief Description of Lesson:

	Students will discuss the purpose and significance of the Triangular Trade Route, noting the exchanges made between continents at each point along the route. Students will then focus specifically on the experiences of slaves along the middle passage. 


Lesson Plan Objectives:


Assess the Table of Contents for the North Carolina Social Studies Curriculum at:


http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/socialstudies/scos/
Competency Goal 1: The learner will investigate the foundations of the American political system and explore basic values and principles of American democracy.

Objective 1.01: Describe how geographic diversity influenced economic, social and political life in colonial North America.
	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to…

1) Identify key components of the Triangular Trade Route.
2) Discuss the need for slave labor in the colonies

3) Explain the experiences of slaves as they journeyed along the middle passage.


Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print)

	Primary Sources:

1. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1h310.html Photo “The Interior of a Slave Ship”

2. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1h308.html Photo “Slave with an Iron Muzzle”

3. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/web05/features/source/docs/C04.pdf    “Aboard a Slave Ship”-An Account by Rev. Robert Walsh.
4. http://www.brycchancarey.com/equiano/extract3.htm “ The Middle Passage” Taken from Chapter 2 or Olaudah Euqiana’s Narrative

5. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1h281t.html From “Alexander Falconbridge’s Account of the Slave Trade"

Secondary Sources: 
1. http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html- Interactive Map-Triangular Trade

2. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc1RbUxQv4E&feature=related Part One- A History of Slavery in America

	Technology:

Internet to access documents and You Tube Video. Projector to Show Video



Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity)
1. http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html- Interactive Map-Triangular Trade. Use map to discuss items traded along the route and why each continent traded certain items over others

2. Discuss why slave labor was needed in the colonies.



	Teacher Led Instruction

1. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jc1RbUxQv4E&feature=related Part One- A History of Slavery in America Video
 Students will watch Part I of A History of Slavery in America. The clip discusses how slaves were           captured in Africa and their journey from Africa to America. 

	Guided Practice  

The class will collectively examine the photographs that relate to the middle passage. Students will      

 discuss thoughts and other images that come to mind as they view the photos.  We will also discuss how these images reflect the experience of African Slaves along the middle passage. 

	Independent Practice

Groups will be given document analysis sheets. In their groups, they must analyze the following primary sources:
1. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/historyofus/web05/features/source/docs/C04.pdf    “Aboard a Slave Ship”-An Account by Rev. Robert Walsh.

2. http://www.brycchancarey.com/equiano/extract3.htm “ The Middle Passage” Taken from Chapter 2 or Olaudah Euqiana’s Narrative

3. http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part1/1h281t.html From “Alexander Falconbridge’s Account of the Slave Trade"

Document Analysis Sheet: http://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets/written_document_analysis_worksheet.pdf


	Closure
Students will write an “I Am” poem from the point of view of a slave aboard a ship bound for America or from the point of view of sailor working aboard one of these ships. These poems should be reflective of what students have learned about the middle passage. 


Evaluation of Student Comprehension:

Provide a plan to assess student progress toward meeting the objective(s) of the lesson.

· Document Analysis Sheets
· Class Discussion Points

· Attached Poem Rubric
Assessment of the Lesson:
This is for teachers using the plan to reflect on what worked and what needs modification.

Supplemental Information for Teachers:

Internet Resources:

Web address: http://www.eduplace.com/kids/socsci/books/applications/imaps/maps/g5s_u3/index.html- Interactive Map-Triangular Trade. Great Resource to show movement of goods and people along the Triangular Trade Route.

Photo # 1- The Interior of a Slave Ship
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Photo #2 : Slave with an Iron Muzzle
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Aboard a Slave Ship:

"Aboard a Slave Ship":

An Account by The Rev. Robert Walsh

1829

he first object that struck us was an enormous gun, turning on a swivel, on deck—the constant

appendage of a pirate; and the next were large kettles for cooking, on the bows—the usual

apparatus of a slaver. Our boat was now hoisted out, and I went on board with the officers.

When we mounted her decks we found her full of slaves. She was called the Feloz, commanded by

Captain Jose Barbosa, bound to Bahia. She was a very broad-decked ship, with a mainmast, schooner

rigged, and behind her foremast was that large, formidable gun, which turned on a broad circle of iron, on

deck, and which enabled her to act as a pirate if her slaving speculation failed. She had taken in, on the

coast of Africa, 336 males and 226 females, making in all 562, and had been out seventeen days, during

which she had thrown overboard fifty-five. The slaves were all inclosed under grated hatchways

between decks. The space was so low that they sat between each other's legs and [were] stowed so

close together that there was no possibility of their lying down or at all changing their position by night

or day. As they belonged to and were shipped on account of different individuals, they were all branded

like sheep with the owners’ marks of different forms. These were impressed under their breasts or on

their arms, and, as the mate informed me with perfect indifference "burnt with the red-hot iron." Over

the hatchway stood a ferocious-looking fellow with a scourge of many twisted thongs in his hand, who

was the slave driver of the ship, and whenever he heard the slightest noise below, he shook it over them

and seemed eager to exercise it. I was quite pleased to take this hateful badge out of his hand, and I have

kept it ever since as a horrid memorial of reality, should I ever be disposed to forget the scene I

witnessed.

As soon as the poor creatures saw us looking down at them, their dark and melancholy visages

brightened up. They perceived something of sympathy and kindness in our looks which they had not

been accustomed to, and, feeling instinctively that we were friends, they immediately began to shout

and clap their hands. One or two had picked up a few Portuguese words, and cried out, "Viva! Viva!"

The women were particularly excited. They all held up their arms, and when we bent down and shook

hands with them, they could not contain their delight; they endeavored to scramble up on their knees,

stretching up to kiss our hands, and we understood that they knew were come to liberate them. Some,

however, hung down their heads in apparently hopeless dejection; some were greatly emaciated, and

some, particularly children, seemed dying.

But the circumstance which struck us most forcibly was how it was possible for such a number of

human beings to exist, packed up and wedged together as tight as they could cram, in low cells three feet

high, the greater part of which, except that immediately under the grated hatchways, was shut out from

light or air, and this when the thermometer, exposed to the open sky, was standing in the shade, on our

deck, at 89 degrees. The space between decks was divided into two compartments three feet three

inches high; the size of one was sixteen feet by eighteen and of the other forty by twenty-one; into the

first were crammed the women and girls, into the second the men and boys: 226 fellow creatures were

thus thrust into one space 288 feet square and 336 into another space 800 feet square, giving to the

whole an average of twenty-three inches and to each of the women not more than thirteen inches. We

also found manacles and fetters of different kinds, but it appears that they had all been taken off before

we boarded.

The heat of these horrid places was so great and the odor so offensive that it was quite impossible to

enter them, even had there been room. They were measured as above when the slaves had left them. The

officers insisted that the poor suffering creatures should be admitted on deck to get air and water. This

was opposed by the mate of the slaver, who, from a feeling that they deserved it, declared they would

murder them all. The officers, however, persisted, and the poor beings were all turned up together. It is

impossible to conceive the effect of this eruption—517 fellow creatures of all ages and sexes, some

children, some adults, some old men and women, all in a state of total nudity, scrambling out together to

taste the luxury of a little fresh air and water. They came swarming up like bees from the aperture of a

hive till the whole deck was crowded to suffocation front stem to stern, so that it was impossible to

imagine where they could all have come from or how they could have been stowed away. On looking

into the places where they had been crammed, there were found some children next the sides of the ship,

in the places most remote from light and air; they were lying nearly in a torpid state after the rest had

turned out. The little creatures seemed indifferent as to life or death, and when they were carried on

deck, many of them could not stand. After enjoying for a short time the unusual luxury of air, some

water was brought; it was then that the extent of their sufferings was exposed in a fearful manner. They

all rushed like maniacs towards it. No entreaties or threats or blows could restrain them; they shrieked

and struggled and fought with one another for a drop of this precious liquid, as if they grew rabid at the

sight of it. It was not surprising that they should have endured much sickness and loss of life in their

short passage. They had sailed from the coast of Africa on the 7th of May and had been out but

seventeen days, and they had thrown overboard no less than fifty-five, who had died of dysentery and

other complaints in that space of time, though they had left the coast in good health. Indeed, many of

the survivors were seen lying about the decks in the last stage of emaciation and in a state of filth and

misery not to be looked at. Even-handed justice had visited the effects of this unholy traffic on the crew

who were engaged in it. Eight or nine had died, and at that moment six were in hammocks on board, in

different stages of fever. This mortality did not arise from want medicine. There was a large stock

ostentatiously displayed in the cabin, with a manuscript book containing directions as to the quantities;

but the only medical man on board to prescribe it was a black, who was as ignorant as his patients.

3

While expressing my horror at what I saw and exclaiming against the state of this vessel for conveying

human beings, I was informed by my friends, who had passed so long a time on the coast of Africa and

visited so many ships, that this was one of the best they had seen. The height sometimes between decks

was only eighteen inches, so that the unfortunate beings could not turn round or even on their sides, the

elevation being less than the breadth of their shoulders; and here they are usually chained to the decks

by the neck and legs. In such a place the sense of misery and suffocation is so great that the Negroes,

like the English in the Black Hole at Calcutta, are driven to a frenzy. They had on one occasion taken a

slave vessel in the river Bonny; the slaves were stowed in the narrow space between decks and chained

together. They heard a horrible din and tumult among them and could not imagine from what cause it

proceeded. They opened the hatches and turned them up on deck. They were manacled together in twos

and threes. Their horror may be well conceived when they found a number of them in different stages of

suffocation; many of them were foaming at the mouth and in the last agonies—many were dead. A living

man was sometimes dragged up, and his companion was a dead body; sometimes of the three attached

to the same chain, one was dying and another dead. The tumult they had heard was the frenzy of those

suffocating wretches in the last stage of fury and desperation, struggling to extricate themselves. When

they were all dragged up, nineteen were irrecoverably dead. Many destroyed one another in the hopes

of procuring room to breathe; men strangled those next them, and women drove nails into each other's

brains. Many unfortunate creatures on other occasions took the first opportunity of leaping overboard

and getting rid, in this way, of an intolerable life.
“ The Middle Passage” Taken from Chapter 2 or Olaudah Euqiana’s Narrative

The Middle Passage

This extract, taken from Chapter Two of the Interesting Narrative, describes some of the young Equiano’s experiences on board a slave ship in the ‘Middle Passage’: the journey between Africa and the New World. Equiano passage is between West Africa and the Caribbean island of Barbados, at that time a common voyage as the British plantation island was among the most easterly of the Caribbean islands. 



At last, when the ship we were in had got in all her cargo, they made ready with many fearful noises, and we were all put under deck, so that we could not see how they managed the vessel. But this disappointment was the least of my sorrow. The stench of the hold while we were on the coast was so intolerably loathsome, that it was dangerous to remain there for any time, and some of us had been permitted to stay on the deck for the fresh air; but now that the whole ship’s cargo were confined together, it became absolutely pestilential. The closeness of the place, and the heat of the climate, added to the number in the ship, which was so crowded that each had scarcely room to turn himself, almost suffocated us. This produced copious perspirations, so that the air soon became unfit for respiration, from a variety of loathsome smells, and brought on a sickness among the slaves, of which many died, thus falling victims to the improvident avarice, as I may call it, of their purchasers. This wretched situation was again aggravated by the galling of the chains, now become insupportable; and the filth of the necessary tubs, into which the children often fell, and were almost suffocated. The shrieks of the women, and the groans of the dying, rendered the whole a scene of horror almost inconceivable. Happily perhaps for myself I was soon reduced so low here that it was thought necessary to keep me almost always on deck; and from my extreme youth I was not put in fetters. In this situation I expected every hour to share the fate of my companions, some of whom were almost daily brought upon deck at the point of death, which I began to hope would soon put an end to my miseries. Often did I think many of the inhabitants of the deep much more happy than myself; I envied them the freedom they enjoyed, and as often wished I could change my condition for theirs. Every circumstance I met with served only to render my state more painful, and heighten my apprehensions, and my opinion of the cruelty of the whites. One day they had taken a number of fishes; and when they had killed and satisfied themselves with as many as they thought fit, to our astonishment who were on the deck, rather than give any of them to us to eat, as we expected, they tossed the remaining fish into the sea again, although we begged and prayed for some as well we cold, but in vain; and some of my countrymen, being pressed by hunger, took an opportunity, when they thought no one saw them, of trying to get a little privately; but they were discovered, and the attempt procured them some very severe floggings. 

One day, when we had a smooth sea, and a moderate wind, two of my wearied countrymen, who were chained together (I was near them at the time), preferring death to such a life of misery, somehow made through the nettings, and jumped into the sea: immediately another quite dejected fellow, who, on account of his illness, was suffered to be out of irons, also followed their example; and I believe many more would soon have done the same, if they had not been prevented by the ship’s crew, who were instantly alarmed. Those of us that were the most active were, in a moment, put down under the deck; and there was such a noise and confusion amongst the people of the ship as I never heard before, to stop her, and get the boat to go out after the slaves. However, two of the wretches were drowned, but they got the other, and afterwards flogged him unmercifully, for thus attempting to prefer death to slavery. In this manner we continued to undergo more hardships than I can now relate; hardships which are inseparable from this accursed trade. - Many a time we were near suffocation, from the want of fresh air, which we were often without for whole days together. This, and the stench of the necessary tubs, carried off many. During our passage I first saw flying fishes, which surprised me very much: they used frequently to fly across the ship, and many of them fell on the deck. I also now first saw the use of the quadrant. I had often with astonishment seen the mariners make observations with it, and I could not think what it meant. They at last took notice of my surprise; and one of them, willing to increase it, as well as to gratify my curiosity, made me one day look through it. The clouds appeared to me to be land, which disappeared as they passed along. This heightened my wonder: and I was now more persuaded than ever that I was in another world, and that every thing about me was magic. At last we came in sight of the island of Barbadoes, at which the whites on board gave a great shout, and made many signs of joy to us. 

Alexander Falconbridge’s Account of the Slave Trade"

Alexander Falconbridge's account of the slave trade 

From the time of the arrival of the ships to their departure, which is usually near three months, scarce a day passes without some negroes being purchased, and carried on board; sometimes in small, and sometimes in larger numbers. The whole number taken on board, depends, in a great measure, on circumstances. In a voyage I once made, our stock of merchandize was exhausted in the purchase of about 380 negroes, which was expected to have procured 500. The number of English and French ships then at Bonny, had so far raised the price of negroes, as to occasion this difference. . . . 

. . . I was once upon the coast of Angola, also, when there had not been a slave ship at the river Ambris for five years previous to our arrival, although a place to which many usually resort every year. The failure of the trade for that period, as far as we could learn, had no other effect than to restore peace and confidence among the natives, which, upon the arrival of ships, is immediately destroyed by the inducement then held forth in the purchase of slaves. . . . 

. . . Previous to my being in this employ I entertained a belief, as many others have done, that the kings and principal men bred Negroes for sale as we do cattle. During the different times I was in the country, I took no little pains to satisfy myself in this particular; but notwithstanding I made many inquires, I was not able to obtain the least intelligence of this being the case. . . . All the information I could procure confirms me in the belief that to kidnapping, and to crimes (and many of these fabricated as a pretext) the slave trade owes its chief support. . . . 

. . . When the Negroes, whom the black traders have to dispose of [sell], are shown to the European purchasers, they first examine them relative to their age. They then minutely inspect their persons and inquire into the state of their health; if they are afflicted with any disease or are deformed or have bad eyes or teeth; if they are lame or weak in the joints or distorted in the back or of a slender make or narrow in the chest; in short, if they have been ill or are afflicted in any manner so as to render them incapable of much labor. If any of the foregoing defects are discovered in them they are rejected. But if approved of, they are generally taken on board the ship the same evening. The purchaser has liberty to return on the following morning, but not afterwards, such as upon re-examination are found exceptionable. 

The traders frequently beat those Negroes which are objected to by the captains and use them with great severity. It matters not whether they are refused on account of age, illness, deformity or for any other reason. At New Calabar, in particular, the traders have frequently been known to put them to death. Instances have happened at that place, when Negroes have been objected to, that the traders have dropped their canoes under the stern of the vessel and instantly beheaded them in sight of the captain. . . . 

. . . Nor do these unhappy beings, after they become the property of the Europeans (from whom, as a more civilized people, more humanity might naturally be expected), find their situation in the least amended. Their treatment is no less rigorous. The men Negroes, on being brought aboard the ship, are immediately fastened together, two and two, by handcuffs on their wrists and by irons rivetted on their legs. They are then sent down between the decks and placed in an apartment partitioned off for that purpose. The women also are placed in a separate apartment between decks, but without being ironed. An adjoining room on the same deck is appointed for the boys. Thus they are all placed in different apartments. 

But at the same time, however, they are frequently stowed so close, as to admit of no other position than lying on their sides. Nor will the height between decks, unless directly under the grating, permit the indulgence of an erect posture; especially where there are platforms, which is generally the case. These platforms are a kind of shelf, about eight or nine feet in breadth, extending from the side of the ship toward the centre. They are placed nearly midway between the decks, at the distance of two or three feet from each deck, Upon these the Negroes are stowed in the same manner as they are on the deck underneath. 

In each of the apartments are placed three or four large buckets, of a conical form, nearly two feet in diameter at the bottom and only one foot at the top and in depth of about twenty-eight inches, to which, when necessary, the Negroes have recourse. It often happens that those who are placed at a distance from the buckets, in endeavoring to get to them, rumble over their companions, in consequence of their being shackled. These accidents, although unavoidable, are productive of continual quarrels in which some of them are always bruised. In this distressed situation, unable to proceed and prevented from getting to the tubs, they desist from the attempt; and as the necessities of nature are not to be resisted, ease themselves as they lie. This becomes a fresh source of boils and disturbances and tends to render the condition of the poor captive wretches still more uncomfortable. The nuisance arising from these circumstances is not infrequently increased by the tubs being much too small for the purpose intended and their being usually emptied but once every day. The rule for doing so, however, varies in different ships according to the attention paid to the health and convenience of the slaves by the captain.... 

...The diet of the Negroes while on board, consists chiefly of horse beans boiled to the consistency of a pulp; of boiled yams and rice and sometimes a small quantity of beef or pork. The latter are frequently taken from the provisions laid in for the. sailors. They sometimes make use of a sauce composed of palm-oil mixed with flour, water and pepper, which the sailors call slabber-sauce. Yams are the favorite food of the Eboe or Bight Negroes, and rice or corn of those from the Gold or Windward Coast; each preferring the produce of their native soil.... 

...Upon the Negroes refusing to take sustenance, I have seen coals of fire, glowing hot, put on a shovel and placed so near their lips as to scorch and burn them. And this has been accompanied with threats of forcing them to swallow the coals if they any longer persisted in refusing to eat. These means have generally had the desired effect. I have also been credibly informed that a certain captain in the slave-trade, poured melted lead on such of his Negroes as obstinately refused their food.... 

...The hardships and inconveniences suffered by the Negroes during the passage are scarcely to be enumerated or conceived. They are far more violently affected by seasickness than Europeans. It frequently terminates in death, especially among the women. But the exclusion of fresh air is among the most intolerable. For the purpose of admitting this needful refreshment, most of the ships in the slave trade are provided, between the decks, with five or six air-ports on each side of the ship, of about five inches in length and four in breadth. In addition, some ships, but not one in twenty, have what they denominate wind-sails. But whenever the sea is rough. and the rain heavy it becomes necessary to shut these and every other conveyance by which the air is admitted. The fresh air being thus excluded, the Negroes' rooms soon grow intolerable hot. The confined air, rendered noxious by the effluvia exhaled from their bodies and being repeatedly breathed, soon produces fevers and fluxes which generally carries off great numbers of them. 

During the voyages I made, I was frequently witness to the fatal effects of this exclusion of fresh air. I will give one instance, as it serves to convey some idea, though a very faint one, of their terrible sufferings.... Some wet and blowing weather having occasioned the port-holes to be shut and the grating to be covered, fluxes and fevers among the Negroes ensued. While they were in this situation, I frequently went down among them till at length their room became so extremely hot as to be only bearable for a very short time. But the excessive heat was not the only thing that rendered their situation intolerable. The deck, that is the floor of their rooms, was so covered with the blood and mucus which had proceeded from them in consequence of the flux, that it resembled a slaughter-house. It is not in the power of the human imagination to picture a situation more dreadful or disgusting. Numbers of the slaves having fainted, they were carried upon deck where several of them died and the rest with great difficulty were restored. It had nearly proved fatal to me also. The climate was too warm to admit the wearing of any clothing but a shirt and that I had pulled off before I went down.... In a quarter of an hour I was so overcome with the heat, stench and foul air that I nearly fainted, and it was only with assistance I could get back on deck. The consequence was that I soon after fell sick of the same disorder from which I did not recover for several months... 

...This devastation, great as it was, some years,.ago was greatly exceeded by a Leverpool ship . . . This ship, though a much smaller ship than in which I have just mentioned, took on board at Bonny at least six hundred Negroes . . . By purchasing so great a number, the slaves were so crowded that they were obliged to lie one upon another. This caused such a mortality among them that without meeting with unusually bad weather or having a longer voyage than common, nearly one half of them died before the ship arrived in the West Indies.... 

...The place allotted for the sick Negroes is under the half deck, where they lie on the bare planks. By this means those who are emaciated frequently have their skin and even their flesh entirely rubbed off, by the motion of the ship, from the prominent parts of the shoulders, elbows and hips so as to render the bones quite bare. 

And some of them, by constantly lying in the blood and mucus that had flowed from those afflicted with the flux and which is generally so violent as to prevent their being kept clean, having their flesh much sooner rubbed off than those who have only to contend with the mere friction of the ship. The excruciating pain which the poor sufferers feel from being obliged to continue in such a dreadful situation, frequently for several weeks, in case they happen to live so long, is not to be conceived or described. Few, indeed, are able to withstand the fatal effects of it. The utmost skill of the surgeon is here ineffectual. If plasters are applied they are very soon displaced by the friction of the ship, and when bandages are used the Negroes soon take them off and appropriate them to other purposes.... 

...As very few of the Negroes can so far brook the loss of their liberty and the hardships they endure, they are ever on the watch to take advantage of the least negligence in their oppressors. Insurrections are frequently the consequence; which are seldom expressed without much bloodshed. Sometimes these are successful and the whole ship's company is cut off. They are likewise always ready to seize every opportunity for committing some acts of desperation to free themselves from their miserable state and notwithstanding the restraints which are laid, they often succeed.... 

...The mode of selling them by scramble having fallen under my observation the oftenest, I shall be more particular in describing it. Being some years ago, at one of the islands in the West Indies, I was witness to a sale by scramble, where about 250 Negroes were sold. Upon this occasion all the Negroes scrambled for bear an equal price; which is agreed upon between the captains and the purchasers before the sale begins. On a day appointed, the Negroes were landed and placed together in a large yard belonging to the merchants to whom the ship was consigned. As soon as the hour agreed on arrived, the doors of the yard were suddenly thrown open and in rushed a considerable number of purchasers, with all the ferocity of brutes. Some instantly seized such of the Negroes as they could conveniently lay hold of with their hands. Others being prepared with several handkerchiefs tied together, encircled as many as they were able. While others, by means of a rope, effected the same purpose. It is scarcely possible to describe the confusion of which this mode of selling is productive.... 

...Various deceptions at used in the disposal of sick slaves and many of these must excite in every humane mind the liveliest sensations of horror. I have been well informed that a Leverpool captain boasted of his having cheated some Jews by the following stratagem. A lot of slaves afflicted with the flux, being about to be landed for sale, he directed the ship's surgeons to stop the anus of each of them with oakum. Thus prepared they were landed and taken to the accustomed place of sale, where, being unable to stand but for a very short time they were usually permitted to sit. The buyers, when they examine them, oblige them to stand up in order to see if there be any discharge; and when they do not perceive this appearance they consider it as a symptom of recovery. In the present instance, such an appearance being prevented, the bargain was struck and the slaves were accordingly sold. But it was not long before discovery ensued. The excruciating pain which the prevention of a discharge of such an acrimonious nature occasioned, not being able to be borne by the poor wretches, the temporary obstruction was removed and the deluded purchasers were speedily convinced of the imposition. 

I AM Poem Template

I am 

I wonder 

I hear 

I see 

I want 

I am 

I pretend 

I feel 

I touch

I worry 

I cry 

I am 

I understand 

I say 

I dream

I try

I hope

I am

 “I Am” Poem Rubric








Name _________________________

_______/25 points
Ideas match the prompts provided 
_______/25 Points             Evidence from documents has been included 
_______/25 points

 Meaningful sentences are created
                                             through character’s point of view.

_______/25 points

 Writing process has been utilized and 






 demonstrates revision, and editing.
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_______/100 points total

