Readers Theater of the events leading up to the Revolutionary War
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Act 2

Narrator: We begin our scene with George Washington on a mission.

George Washington: (speak to French Commander) I have been sent here to give you this letter. (give letter to French commander)


French Commander: (read letter) Leave the Ohio River Valley.  Love, Governor Robert Dinwiddie.  (Look at Washington) No way, it belongs to the French and that’s it.  End of discussion.

Narrator:  But that wasn’t the end of the discussion.  England and France were going to fight.

Washington: Troops we are going to attack the band of French troops.  This will be the beginning of the French and Indian War.  Who is with me?

Troops: (enthusiastically) WE ARE!!!!

Narrator:  Washington got beat.  He was sent back to Virginia with a message to stay out of French Territory.  Now it’s on.  Now we are at the Albany Congress.  The purpose of the Albany Congress was to form an alliance with the Iroquois.  It didn’t happen though but another proposal was put out there.

Ben Franklin: (Loudly) We should unite!  Listen to me, if we ever have any chance for winning we should unite!
Assembly:  (look at Franklin but completely ignore him)
Franklin: Hello?  I said we should UNITE!

Assembly:  I don’t think so.

Franklin:  (angry) Everyone cries a union is necessary but when they come to the manner and form of the union, their weak noodle heads are perfectly distracted.

Narrator:  The British won the war even if the colonists didn’t unite.  The war ended with the Treaty of Paris.  The Treaty of Paris officially ended the war with France.  The English would receive Canada and most of French land east of the Mississippi.  

Colonists:  (looking around) Wow, look at all that land.  It is all ours.

Narrator:  The colonists were happy for awhile because they saw new land for the taking.  But like all good things it had to come to an end.  

STOP END OF ACT 1

Act 2

Narrator: As you will recall the colonists thought that since England won all that land that they could move onto it.  WRONG!  They are taking Native American land and the Natives didn’t like it.  Chief Pontiac got 40 different Native American groups together to get back their land.  To end the rebellion, King George drew an imaginary line down the spine of the Appalachian Mountains that closed the land west of the line off to colonists.  Since this cause some conflict in the colonies, Britain decided to keep an army in North America.  At this time Britain decided to unveil its new colonial policy.
England: Listen up. (enthusiastically) We have the New Colonial Policy!  Yippee!!! Hip Hip Hooray for the New Colonial Policy!

Colonists: (look around at each other) What? What did they just say?

England: We have a few new laws and taxes to help pay for the war.  So get your ears on and listen to what we have to say.

Colonists: (questioning, act like the teacher just said pop quiz) Wait, what? Pay for what? Are we paying for ears?  What’s going on?

England: (angry) Shush! (mean and loud) There is going to be three new big acts.  The Sugar Act, Stamp Act and Quartering Act.  You will abide by these rules.  

Colonists: When did we vote on this law?

England: You didn’t.  (evil smile) We have the power.  Read over the new laws so you can be familiar with them.  (pass out papers)
Colonist 1: (read paper) The Sugar Act raises duties on luxury items such as wine and silk that Britain sold to the colonies.  It will also put a tax on molasses.  To make sure people are not smuggling in goods, royal tax collectors will have writs of assistance to look.
Colonist 2: What are they assisting with their writs?

Colonist 1: It’s a search warrant, duh.

Colonist 2: Oh whatever.  Well there is another act, the Quartering Act.  It says we must feed and shelter British troops stationed in the Americas.  (shocked) Oh my gosh, they are not going to be living with us and that’s one more person at the dinner table.  

Colonist 3: Wait there’s more; the Stamp Act is also being enacted.  The Stamp Act says that we must pay for stamping of paper items to prove that the tax had been paid.  

Colonist 1: (angry, outraged, you just got grounded for blinking) We have to pay for paper!  Oh gosh, this is getting out of hand but we are not getting the full impact of these laws. (Smile)  Since we are from North Carolina we don’t have a major port so we will escape the full weight of these laws.  I feel sorry for my brother in the North who has to deal with the royal tax collectors constantly searching his warehouse and have to have a British soldier in his home. It must be tough.  

Narrator: It was tough.  The colonists were not represented in Parliament they felt that they should not be taxed without having a say.  Colonists had peaceful and non-peaceful protests against the Stamp Act.  Patrick Henry delivered heated speeches against taxing without representation.  Next came the Sons of Liberty from Boston.

Sons of Liberty: (loud and cheerleading) We are the Sons of Liberty! Anyone who tells the colonists to obey the Stamp Act is an enemy of liberty.  We looted the homes of royal governor and the colonial stamp agent.  We are for liberty and against the enemy of liberty!

Narrator: The Sons of Liberty were not just in Boston.  In North Carolina, citizens organized their own Sons of Liberty group.  

Sons of Liberty: (Loud with energy) We are from North Carolina! We want Liberty, Property, and no Stamp Duty!!! We will do anything to get the Stamp Act repealed. 

Narrator: They did too.  A ship arrived off the coast of Brunswick, North Carolina and the Sons of Liberty prevented the paper items from being unloaded.  It wasn’t just the Sons of Liberty acting out against the Stamp Act.  After a British ship named Viper prevented two colonial ships without stamped clearance papers from sailing down the Cape Fear River, colonists refused to sell supplies to British ships.  North Carolina wanted no part of the Stamp Act.  Finally in March 1766, it was repealed.  The colonists were thrilled.
Colonists: (excited) Yippee! I am so excited that the Stamp Act is done.  Words can’t express how…

England: Yeah now there is a tax on tea.

Colonist 5: (confused) What?  A tax on tea?  I’m not buying certain items until they stop putting taxes on us without representation

Colonist 4: Yeah, I’ll boycott too.  I say no taxation without representation!

Colonist 5:  I think that’s fair.  No Taxation without Representation!
Narrator: North Carolina would support other colonies in protesting unjust laws.  Plans were drawn up for a Non-Importation Association which the colonists would refuse to buy any British goods.  North Carolina would be the first to approve the Non-Importation Association without the governor.  It worked!  Parliament repealed all taxes but the one on tea.

Colonist 3: (excited) Hooray all the taxes are gone!  Great times for all who live in the colonies.

Narrator: It was good times but only for a little bit.  In Boston, colonists surrounded a solder.  They hurled insults at the soldier.  This caused the town to come and in the confusion, shots rang out.  Five colonists were dead.  It became known as the Boston Massacre.  Over the next few years, people traded with England for most good except tea.  Parliament responded to British tea merchants request with the Tea Act.  It cut the price of tea but carried a tax.  As we remember from earlier the colonists don’t like Taxation without Representation.

Colonist 6: (to colonist 7) Did you hear that there were two tea parties?  One was the Boston Tea Party and the other was the Edenton Tea Party in North Carolina.

Colonist 7: (to colonist 6) Yes, I heard that a group of men disguised as Native Americans threw over more than 300 chests of tea into the water. (looking at colonist 8) What did you hear about the Edenton Tea Party?

Colonist 8: I heard that the women of North Carolina would do and I quote everything as far as lies in our power to promote the public good.  Those women are pretty brave plus without them the colonial boycotts would not have succeeded.

Narrator: All actions have consequences.  For the colonists throwing tea in the harbor they would pay.  The harbor was closed until they paid for the damage.  They would also be placed under military control.  It would be known as the Intolerable Acts.  The colonies would organize a meeting known as the Continental Congress.  North Carolina’s governor tried to prevent North Carolina from attending the meeting.  North Carolina held a Provincial Congress without Martin.  The decision placed North Carolina squarely on the road to revolution and sent Martin running for his life from the governor’s palace.
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