  

Teaching American History 
Lesson Plan Template 

  

	Author: Holly Byrd 

	Subject: Integrated Social Studies and Language Arts 

	Grade Level: 8th 

	Class Time Required: 80 minutes 

	Lesson Title: 


  

  

Essential Question:  What is propaganda and how was it used in the first political cartoon to sway opinions during the pre-Revolutionary period? 

	  

  

  

  


Brief Description of Lesson:    While studying pre-Revolutionary events, Benjamin Franklin and the Albany Plan of Union, students will learn the definition of propaganda using a chart of propaganda techniques.  They will then analyze the "Join, or Die" political cartoon, its meanings, and intentions.   Students will use this knowledge to create their own polictical cartoon to represent their opinion of an issue in their school or community. 

	  


  

  

Lesson Plan Objectives:          
Social Studies SCOS Objectives            
2.01 Trace the events leading up to the Revolutionary War and evaluate their relative significance in the onset of hostilities. 

  

2.02 Describe the contributions of key national personalities from the Revolutionary War era and assess their influence on the outcome of the war. 

  

2.05 Describe the impact of documents such as the Albany Plan of Union on the formation of the state and national governments. 

Language Arts SCOS Objectives: 

1.04 Reflect on learning experiences by: 





4.01 Analyze the purpose of the author or creator and the impact of that purpose by: 




  

	At the conclusion of this lesson students will be able to… 

  

Recognize different types of propaganda techniques and how they were used in one of the first political cartoons.    

Analyze the initial intent of the "Join, or Die" cartoon vs. the intention of others who published it during the same time period. 

Create their own political cartoon related to their opinion about an issue in their school or community 

  

  


  

Materials Needed: (Print and Non-Print) 

	Primary Sources:  
The Albany Plan of Union 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1974 

  

Original "Join, or Die" political cartoon with background info 

http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/firsts/cartoon/  

  

Secondary Sources:  
  

Propaganda Techniques Chart (see attachment) 

Merriam-Webster Dictionary 

  

  

	Technology: 

Internet, projector 


  

  

  

  

  

Suggested Teaching Strategies:  
	Anticipatory Set (Jump-Starter Activity): Ask students if they know what propaganda is.  Have them share their ideas then provide the definition for them.  Distribute and discuss the Propaganda Techniques handout, giving examples from current advertisements or political cartoons.  Project just the "Join, or Die" political cartoon for students to view.  Ask students to write a brief journal response in which they identify elements they recognize (abbreviations of colonies/states) and explain what they think the cartoon means.  Also have them speculate on the use of the snake to represent the Union.  Students will then "Pair and Share" with a classmate. 

  

	Teacher led instruction:  Share the background information on the cartoon from the website and/or other sources, specifically making note of the fact that it was printed in Benjamin Franklin's newspaper after his proposal of the Albany Plan of Union. 

	Guided Practice:  Read the Albany Plan of Union with students and discuss its purpose(s).  Then have them re-evaluate the meaning of the cartoon with another written journal response.  Discuss. 

  

	Independent Practice:  In small groups, students will take what they have learned about propaganda and political cartoons to create their own political cartoon related to their opinion on an issue in their school or community.  They must try to incorporate at least two propaganda techniques in their cartoon. 

  

	Closure:  Students will share their cartoon with the class and post in the classroom. 


                        
  

Evaluation of Student Comprehension: 

Journal responses and participation in class discussion will show progress toward comprehension and understanding of  objectives. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Assessment of the Lesson: 

Were students able to participate in class dicussion and/or share meaningful ideas with their peers? 

Were students able to produce a political cartoon related to a real-life current issue, while incorporating two propaganda techniques? 

  

  

  

  

  

Supplemental Information for Teachers: 

  

Internet Resources: 

  

  

Web address: http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-colonial/1974 

Author and Title: Benjamin Franklin: The Albany Plan of Union-North Carolina Digital History | LearnNC 

Brief synopsis of the source:  Link to primary source document, The Albany Plan of Union, in text format  

  

Web address: http://www.earlyamerica.com/earlyamerica/firsts/cartoon/ 

 Author and Title: The First Political Cartoons in America | Archiving Early America 

Synopsis:  Pic of "Join or Die" cartoon and its background information 

  

  

  

  

Attachments: 

Propaganda Techniques chart 


